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Next deadline is May. 29

May 1st
Title: “Music Sundayl”

“JOY!” It’s Music Sunday again! The First Parish adult & youth choirs and soloists will be joined
by a chamber orchestra to sing music about “Joy”. Brad Conner will conduct the adult choir
and Janet Welby will conduct the youth choirs. Rev. Wendy Bell and Janet will assist with some
joyous readings and words. Let’s open our hearts and be joyful!

May 8th
Title: “The Beautiful Imperfect” – Rev. Wendy

Nothing in life is perfect and nothing in life lasts forever. But when we can learn to see the
beauty in the imperfect and the transient – to appreciate what is and then let it go – we can live
and love more fully.

May 15th
Title: “Beautiful Chaos” – Rev. Annie

Chaos can be overwhelming and it can also be beautiful when it is joined with meaningful
connection with other people. How can we find the beauty in the chaos? Especially in this
pandemic landscape where large gatherings are more challenging or impossible for some?

May 22nd
Title: “Coming of Age Service”

We gather this Sunday to witness and affirm the experience our 9th grade youth have had in
their Coming of Age program, honoring the learning and faith formation that they traditionally
share through their Credo statements. This service will be a moving and inspiring chance for the
congregation to gather in witness and celebration.

May 29th
Title: “Learning to Love Beauty” – Rev. Annie

Beauty can be a complicated concept. From unhealthy beauty standards for our bodies, to
pressure to have your living space, car and other personal items look a certain way, it can feel
like a burden. But beauty can also be liberating and creative if we learn to embrace it.

{PLEASE NOTE: New Office Hours 9:30AM-2:00PM, Monday-Friday}
The Parishioner is published monthly. Deadline is generally the last Sunday of each
month. Send submissions to: editors@uubedford.org.

“In the Interim”

Minister’s Musings

I want you to get this date on your calendars now,
if you haven’t already: May 15th. That is the day of
the All-Church Picnic that is being planned jointly
by the Transition Team and the Stewardship
Committee.

Did you know it is stewardship season? Oh, my
goodness, thank you to the 42 pledging units who as
of this writing have sent in their pledges on our digital
form. Please do keep 'em coming! Why? Here are the
Top Ten Reasons you should give to First Parish:

On the afternoon of May 15th, we will gather for a
variety of purposes. First, we will celebrate the end
of what we hope will be a successful Stewardship
Campaign! If you haven’t yet returned your pledge
to support First Parish in the coming year, we
hope, hope, hope you will by then! Second, we will
gather to celebrate the history of First Parish and
discover how we each fit into it!

10. So that you can feel really good about getting a
second helping of ice cream at the all church picnic on
May 15th
9. We will keep bugging you until you pledge
8. Someone will call and thank you for your pledge
and you'll feel good
7. It's a good chance to think intentionally about
money or talk about it with others
6. You love our historic building and want to keep it in
And third, the VERY MOST IMPORTANT THING, we tip top shape and maintain it as a community
will have a chance to BE TOGETHER, to REresource
CONNECT, to SEE OLD FRIENDS and MEET NEW
5. You get to practice radical "give what you can, take
FRIENDS, and to ENJOY time together in
what you need" economics
COMMUNITY! More details about the Pledge
4. You see our staff working hard and want to make
Campaign and the All-Church Picnic can be found
sure we can keep paying them well
elsewhere in the Parishioner.
3. You love the choirs or the faith development
program or the small groups and these ministries
Can’t wait to see you there on MAY 15th!
have impacted your family or touched your heart
2. You love how we live our mission from
- Rev. Wendy
environmental and racial justice to caring for one
another and helping each other out, to making our
programs accessible via zoom
1. You want this wonderful life giving congregation to
keep thriving for now, for our new settled minister,
and for future generations
- Rev. Annie
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Musical Notes
“Joyful, joyful, lift your voices all creation everywhere. Hearts and hands ‘cross sea and land, come join us in
our fervent prayer. Every land and every nation, strong and mighty, meek and mild, help to build a world of
peace …” – lyrics (1993) from “Ode to Peace” by Jill Gallina
Here is the music for all 10 a.m. services in the upcoming month (pandemic willing) –
Sunday, May 1st “Music Sunday”: “JOY!” It’s Music Sunday again! The First Parish adult & youth choirs and
soloists will be joined by a chamber orchestra to sing music about “Joy”. Brad Conner will conduct the adult
choir and Janet Welby will conduct the youth choirs. Rev. Wendy Bell and Janet will assist with some joyous
readings and words. Let’s open our hearts and be joyful!
Sunday, May 8th: Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
Sunday, May 15th: Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
Sunday, May 22nd: Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
Sunday, May 29th: Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! On Saturday evening, May 21, 2022 at 7 p.m., the Music Committee will host
a Baroque Extravaganza with music by Vivaldi, Handel and J.S. Bach featuring some of First Parish’s
talented community including Carlough Faulkner-Carroll (violin), Dorothy Anderson-Perales (dancer),
Cynthia Mork and Benjamin Sears (singers). The event will be both in person and on Zoom and the net
proceeds will benefit First Parish. This is our last big fundraising event of the year in hopes of helping First
Parish reach their overall financial goal. See more details elsewhere in this Parishioner with even more
details coming as we get closer to the event!
Also, I’d like to make a plug for a concert which Carol Epple-flute, Elizabeth Connors-clarinet and I (on piano)
will be performing for the Bedford Council on Aging (12 Mudge Way, Bedford, MA), on May 17, 2022 at 1
p.m. in the Flint Room. A Salute to Ragtime will feature toe-tapping rags by Scott Joplin, Adaline Shepherd,
Joseph Lamb and others with songs by Irving Berlin and the Gershwins and titles including “The
Entertainer”, “Maple Leaf Rag”, “Wisteria” and “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”. The concert is free and open
to the public.
Why not think about joining choir! If you’re interested, e-mail me at bconner@uubedford.org As you can
see above, we have a thriving community of music. Wouldn’t you like to be part of that?
Bradford Conner, Music Director
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The Bedford Lyceum

The Bedford Lyceum and First Parish in Bedford’s Environmental Justice Committee are proud to present:
Personal Values-Based Investing with Flynn McDonnell, JD, Senior Investment Advisor
Sunday, May 1st from 3pm–4pm via Zoom
Flynn McDonnell, JD will discuss how we can make a positive impact through values-based investing with the
intention to generate measurable social and environmental impact in addition to a financial return. What is SociallyResponsible Investing, Environmental, Social and Governance Investing, and Impact Investing? Investing consciously
and purposefully allows one to express beliefs and make a positive impact on the world (e.g., divesting from fossil
fuels). Join us for this discussion!
Flynn is responsible for client advisory and client development within the Boston office of Beacon Pointe Advisors.
Flynn has over thirty years of experience advising individuals and families on investing, estate planning and family
governance and has held positions on investment and planning committees for various registered investment
advisors. Flynn also sits on several non-profit and for-profit advisory boards. Prior to joining Beacon Pointe, Flynn
helped establish the family office practice for FTI Consulting where he advised families globally on operations,
investing and governance. Flynn spent over 10 years at Fidelity Investments as a Retirement Consultant and a VP,
Senior Account Executive in the Private Client Group. Flynn started his professional career at the law firm Forman,
Roberts, Klickstein and Levy and has practiced in the fields of Trust and Estates and Corporate Law. He earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management from Ithaca College and his Juris Doctorate from St. Thomas
University School of Law in Miami, Florida.
Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/99347803793?pwd=blkycmNielM3Rk9lbVcxZVpIbHJkZz09
Meeting ID: 993 4780 3793
Passcode: 465986
One tap mobile +19292056099,,99347803793#
By phone +1 929 205 6099
For further information, please contact Ellen at mountainbreeze52@gmail.com
** First Parish in Bedford is proud to host this presentation as part of The Bedford Lyceum, a monthly lecture series on
a wide range of topics. All talks are free and open to the public. Registration is not required. **
PREVIEW – June Lyceum
Sunday, June 5th from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm on Zoom
“Diversity & Race in Children’s Literature” with Doris Smith
Doris Smith, former Elementary School Librarian for the Bedford Public Schools and a past president of the
Massachusetts School Library Association, will introduce a few of the many children’s picture books available on this
topic. Even if you do not have a young person with whom to share these titles, come and learn about these wonderful
books for yourself. More information will be published soon in the Anno, the June issue of the PARISHIONER, and
under “Lyceum News” on the church website.
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Faith Development
While the warmth of spring seems to be taking its time to show up, the trees are budding and gardens are being prepared
for the gift of green we eagerly await all winter.
This month in Junior Youth Group we’ll be preparing garden beds around the church in anticipation of an all-church planting
later in the month (stay tuned for details on when!).
•
•
•
•

May 1st and 15th are Sundays for Faith Development Classes for preK-8th Grade.
May 8th will have a special activity on Mother’s Day.
May 22nd is the Coming of Age worship service. Kids in grades 2nd-8th are encouraged to attend worship to learn
about the Coming of Age component of our faith tradition. We’ll have Spirit Play during worship for the PreK-1st
grade group.
May 29th there will not be Faith Development programming due to the holiday weekend.

In other news, the Faith Development Committee is reorganizing our structure to better reflect the shift in the Faith
Development staffing structure and the capacity/interests of our volunteer leaders. The Faith Development Committee will
be made up of sub-group task forces- small groups who work closely with Rev. Annie and/or Lisa Maria to deliver specific
areas of programming in a focused way. The subgroup task forces are Adult Programs, Youth Programs, OWL Programs, and
Children’s Programs. The Committee as a whole will meet quarterly to discuss overall vision and coordination across
programs, and the sub-groups carrying out tasks on an as needed basis. Our hope is that this will create a more efficient
way for volunteers to be engaged as leaders and make use of everyone’s time more effectively.
- Lisa Maria

e-Giving Update
The eGiving change from Vanco to OneChurch is complete. Many thanks to Craig Jackson for leading this process. The
following instructions to access OneChurch were posted on ParishBiz. “The new service is now online
at https://www.uubedford.org/donate. You will need to enter your name, address, and billing information again, as any
information saved with Vanco cannot be carried over. Log on to One Church if you wish to save this information.
Text giving is also supported by texting the word "give " and a dollar amount to (833) 781-7415. The first time, you will
receive a weblink to enter your billing information. You will also be asked to respond to a text to confirm that the number is
valid. Note that if you choose not to store billing information, text giving is slightly more work than web giving, so it is
recommended to use web giving in this case.
If you have previously set up a recurring donation with Vanco GivePlus, either log on through Vanco to shut this off or
contact the church office who can do it for you. The link https://www.uubedford.org/vanco has been created to access the
old interface.
If you have questions about One Church, send an email to onechurch@uubedford.org. If you have questions or issues with
your donation, call the church at (781) 275-7994 or email parishadministrator@uubedford.org.

May Stewardship Update
Our new fiscal year 22-23 begins June 1st, less than six weeks from now. There are two important things each of us needs
to do this month. First, pay any remaining balance on our FY 21-22 pledge. Second, make a pledge for next year (FY22-23)
to support the church and all it does in the wider community.
The Finance Committee will prepare budget recommendations for the board based on the total mount pledged. The board
will set the final budget to be voted by the parish at our annual meeting on Sunday June 12th.
-Vicki Gaw, Treasurer
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Social Responsibility Update
The SRC did not meet officially in March or April as we had no new business to discuss. In between those two meeting
dates, we did address and vote via email on a proposal presented to us from Rich Daugherty and Sharon MacDonald on
behalf of the Partner Church Committee. That proposal sought funding for a relief fund to aid Ukraine that would use
connections from the Partner Church community in Transylvania to assure funds were channeled effectively. The
committee voted to seed the funding with a grant of $2000 from the Social Responsibility Council. The fundraising effort is
currently on hold until the process for online giving is solidified. You will hear more about this effort in the coming weeks,
so stay tuned for your opportunity to contribute.
The committee also voted to use the remaining $750.00 in our budget to fund part of the additional money requested by
the UU Urban Ministry in their original grant request, since we had not received any further new proposals. With that vote,
our budget for the year has been totally allocated. Any additional requests received this year will be placed on our agenda
for review in the fall when our new budget year will begin.
We still do not have totals for our February, March and April Share the Plate donations due to the ongoing transitions in
financial bookkeeping in the office. We will update you once those numbers are confirmed. As a reminder, our upcoming
Share the Plate Sundays are:
•
•

May -- Boston CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children – submitted by Delsey Sherrill
June -- The Nature Connection – submitted by Marcia Chertok

Earth Connections
Our Braiding Sweetgrass book group invites all to join us in a congregation wide “Three Sisters” garden to feast
extravaganza. This ancient Native American practice plants corn, beans and squash together. Author Robin Wall Kimmerer
shares, “Of all the wise teachers who have come into my life, none are more eloquent than these, who wordlessly in leaf
and vine embody the knowledge of relationship…In ripe ears and swelling fruit, they counsel us that all gifts are multiplied
in relationship. This is how the world keeps going.”
We’ll be planting the Three Sisters here at First Parish this spring and we encourage anyone interested to join us in this
endeavor, or to plant them in your own garden. Our first planting will be after church on Sunday, May 22, where we’ll sow
corn seeds in beds prepared by our amazing Junior Youth Group. We’ll also have 1-2 follow up seed planting sessions, a
summer care sign up (if many chip in, it will be light work for all), and a delicious fall harvest meal—stay tuned for more.
https://www.nativeseeds.org/blogs/blog-news/how-to-grow-a-three-sisters-garden
- The Earth Connections Team

Women’s Book Group News
There will be two more meetings this church year for the book group and they won't be on Zoom! Corinne Doud has
offered to host them at her house (screen porch) at 4 Redcoat Road in Bedford. Both meetings will start at 4 p.m.
May 22 - We'll discuss "Klara and The Sun" by Kazuo Ishiguro.
From Wikipedia:
It is a dystopian science fiction story. Set in the U.S. in an unspecified future, the book is told from the point of view of
Klara, a solar-powered AF (Artificial Friend), who is chosen by Josie, a sickly child, to be her companion. The novel was
longlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize.
June 12 - The long-awaited book swap for the 2021-2022 church year will happen! We will also select books and dates for
the next church year's books.
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One Church e-Giving
First Parish is now using One Church Giving for electronic contributions. One Church is our integrated church
management platform. Their Giving option offers a cleaner interface and makes it easier to cover the church's costs.
The URL to donate via the web remains the same, https://www.uubedford.org/donate. This link works well for tablets
and mobile devices as well as personal computers. You will need to enter your name, address, and billing information
again, as any information from Vanco GivePlus cannot be carried over. This information can optionally be saved by
logging on to your One Church account.
One Church Giving also supports contributing via text (SMS). Text the word "give " and a dollar amount to (833) 7817415. The first time, you will receive a weblink to enter your billing information. You will also be asked to respond to a
text to confirm that the number is valid.
One Church also has apps for both Apple and Android smartphones. The apps simplify giving and allow you to do
other One Church activity remotely.
To learn more about One Church, and to get links to the apps, go to https://www.uubedford.org/onechurch.
We are discontinuing our previous e-Giving platform, Vanco GivePlus. Parishioners who had set up recurring
contributions using GivePlus should have already received an email about shutting off those contributions. If you have
any questions or need help shutting off future contributions, please contact the church office at 781-275-7994 or
parishadministrator@uubedford.org.
- Craig Jackson, for the One Church Implementation Team

Environmental Justice Committee
How about joining EJC?
The Environmental Justice Committee (EJC) is putting a call out for folks who may be interested in joining the
committee next year. Come to our next EJC meeting on May 12, 7:00- 8:30pm, via zoom (zoom link on church
calendar) to get a feel for EJC and if it is something you may want to get involved in. If you either plan to come, or you
can’t make the meeting but are interested in EJC, please reach out to one of the co-chairs to let us know: Corinne
Doud at cordoud@gmail.com or Cecile Mercado at cecile-mercado@comcast.net
The Charter of EJC is as follows:
The Environmental Justice Committee helps facilitate and coordinate action in personal, congregational, and civic
spheres for the UU faith community to engage in an ambitious Environmental and Climate Justice movement that
seeks to live fully our seventh principle and achieve our vision of a viable and just world for all.
Responsibilities:
1) Build awareness of the significance and complexity of environmental issues
2) Encourage personal, congregational, and civic lifestyle changes to promote sustainable living, especially reducing
our energy imprint
3) Engage in community action on environmental issues
4) Strengthen the connection between spiritual place and Earth consciousness
5) Work to heal environmental injustices
6) Connect with the wider UU community.
7) Maintain recognition as a UUA-certified Green Sanctuary Congregation
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Parish Council Matters
The next quarterly Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 6:30 pm. The zoom link is
https://zoom.us/j/91575297833?pwd=MkpIS21iOGlZNHpEYldjSUFrWUNHQT09 . All committee chairs and cochairs are invited, or please have a proxy representative attend in your place. At this time of year, committees should
be preparing their annual report to be submitted prior to the Parish Meeting in June. Committee budget requests for
the next fiscal year also should be in process. Our agenda will include a roundtable discussion comprising brief
updates and coordination requests from each committee, and an update on transition plans including the
Congregational Canvass for Search Committee nominations.
- Dave Southard, Parish Council chair and Parish Board liaison
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91575297833?pwd=MkpIS21iOGlZNHpEYldjSUFrWUNHQT09
Meeting ID: 915 7529 7833
Passcode: 330491
One tap mobile +19292056099,,91575297833#
By phone +1 929 205 6099

First Parish Tech Team
Please Join our Tech Team
Things have changed a lot in our church life over the past two years of the pandemic, hitting us at a time when we
were entering a new era of worship and ministry for our congregation. Your tech team had been at it for a long time
before the pandemic, but then we got a new challenge and expanded responsibilities when we started having all
Zoom services which then transitioned to outdoor hybrid services and eventually back into the sanctuary. These new
hybrid services require a live Zoom program as well as our traditional video recording and sound setup and
operation. We have gone from a weekly team of two to now four.
We need four people each Sunday to run the sound board, the camera (and edit the recording and upload to
YouTube), the in-house Zoom connector, and the remote Zoom host. We’ve been able to do this for some time now,
but we need a few more people involved.
I am asking for volunteers to join us and help deliver Sunday services and other events to all our people, both inside
the Sanctuary and those on Zoom. We need someone who is willing to learn the equipment and job and take a turn
approximately once a month.
Please contact me directly if you would like more information or to discuss it further. My email
is rlbatt53@hotmail.com and my home phone is 781-275-2551.
Thank you for considering.
- Bob Batt
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News from the Parish Nose
April has been a full month! We kicked celebrated Easter with two services and continued with our stewardship campaign.
Our community did experience some loss this month.
Betty Hefner died on Friday April 15th. She was 105, and lived independently to the very last! When Betty first came to
Carleton-Willard Village in 2000 from Shelburne, MA, she thought her active life was over—until she found First Parish and
she came alive again. Twice she joined our pilgrimages to Transylvania. Betty and her late husband Bill were lifelong
activists for peace and justice. Betty and Bill became friends with Bayard Rustin and spent time together in one another’s
homes and in the streets.
She was a prolific reader of current events and wanted no attention for herself. Betty was kind, delightful, always
interesting and interested in everyone and everything around her.
Another loss happened back in March, but was missed in last month’s Parishioner. Howard Hermann, also a resident at
Carleton-Willard Village, died on March 14th at the age of 96. A true renaissance man and jack of all trades, his academic
skills were matched by his prowess in carpentry, woodworking, plumbing, electrical wiring and general house maintenance.
He worked in medicine and academia, primarily in Psychiatry, and also had a military career. He lived in Newtonville, MA
for most of his life, vacationing in Conway, New Hampshire and traveling the world with his wife with whom he had a 68year marriage. He is loved and missed by his five children.
Lastly, a different type of loss is that our beloved Youth Choir Director of 15 years, Janet Welby, is moving on to focus on
her work in higher education. This includes pursuing new opportunities in music education, culture, and inclusion as well as
composition and artistic exploration and growth. Janet has touched some many lives at First Parish, and has consistently
run an incredible program, even during the awful constraints of this pandemic. We will celebrate her ministry with us in
early June so keep an eye out for that!
Speaking of celebrations, Nancy Daugherty reports that her son Chip's son Scott will be getting married at the end of May.
Scott came to almost every FP Christmas Eve service since the year before he was born! Family is gathering from around
the country on Memorial Day weekend.
In other good news, former Parish Minister, Megan Lynes’ son, Jesse, turns 3 on May 10th! He’s thriving, loving raising 6
chickens, and both Megan and Jesse send their love.
Thanks to all who submitted an update for the Parish Nose! We appreciate you keeping our community connected.

Message from Janet Welby, Youth Choir Director: April 1, 2022
It is with sadness that I send this letter. I’m writing to inform you that I plan to resign from my position at First Parish,
Bedford as of June 12, 2022. My plan is to fulfill my required responsibilities up through that date.
This is a difficult decision because I believe my time with you and the congregation has been valuable in so many ways. The
standards of the music program are high and therefore it’s been rewarding to work with you and our other musicians. Your
support of me and the Youth Choirs has helped us maintain a vibrant and spiritual experience through the years. The
respect and love I receive from FPB cannot be matched anywhere.
This is a time in my career where I will focus on my work in higher education. This includes pursuing new opportunities in
music education, culture, and inclusion. As a musician, I plan to return to composition and artistic exploration and growth.
I hope to always have a connection to you and the choir and many other musicians, both young and old, at First Parish. You
know you can always count on me to help your programs in any way.
With care, Janet
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Come One! Come All!
All Church Picnic
Sunday, May 15*
11:30 AM–3:00 PM
Bedford Town Common
(*Rain date May 22)
Fellowship
Music
Children’s Activities
FPB Historical Time Line
(Participation by All)
Parishioner Scavenger Hunt
BYO Picnic Lunch
or pre-order lunch boxes here:
https://forms.gle/t49yiayjoQfPz1pm7
Provided Foods:
Bagels
Pre-packaged Snacks
Ice Cream
Drinks
BYO Lawn Chairs, Blanket
BYO Lawn Games
Sponsored by Interim Ministry Transition and Stewardship Teams
For more information or if transportation is needed:
maureen.richichi@gmail.com
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