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“In the Interim”
Greetings! I’m delighted to be starting this new
year with you, and grateful for the opportunity to
serve alongside of you as we travel the Interim
Path together! I very much look forward to
meeting you and learning more about your hopes
and dreams for First Parish!
The Interim Time can be anxiety-provoking for
some, I know. It is a time of some loss and
uncertainty, especially now, at the end of such a
long ministry and in the middle of an ongoing
pandemic. I want to both acknowledge and honor
any sadness or angst that you may be feeling right
now.
And…I also want to name that the Interim Time
can be invigorating and renewing, as well. It is a
time for looking back and for looking ahead, for
uncovering who you have been and discovering
who you want to become together. With change,
after all, come both opportunity and possibility,
and that is exciting!

Minister’s Musings
I'd like to say "welcome back" but given how many
things have changed and are still changing I think it's
more accurate to say "welcome forward!" Forward
with our new Interim Senior Minister, our new
Director of Faith Development for Children, our new
Administrator, and a new Organist to boot. Not to
mention the Sexton and the Acting Administrative
Assistant we're looking to hire!
Welcome forward to navigating this new phase of the
pandemic with vaccines for those 12 and up but
increasing risk from the highly transmissible Delta
variant.
Welcome forward to meaningful worship and faith
development programming, to community building
and exploring our mission and identity in this interim
period.
Welcome forward into continuing to find creative
ways to make things happen, with lots of love and
care for each other.

It is best to approach this time, if you can, with a
sense of adventure, with an open mind and heart. I
begin, as always, with deep curiosity and
compassion, eager to get to know you!

Welcome forward as always into this church in which
love is the spirit, service is our law, and our great
covenant is to dwell together in peace, seek the truth
in love and help one another.

In joyful anticipation, Rev. Wendy

~Annie
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News from the Parish Board
Welcome to the beginning of a new year at First Parish. As we continue to adapt to uncertainty, we also
look forward to being together virtually and in person when possible. I miss being together with many of
you for Community Hour, or at various church events and food-centric activities, and I look forward to a
time when we can do those things again. In the meantime, there will be efforts to gather outside, or on
Zoom, and I invite every one of you to pick up the phone and call one another, to maintain and nourish our
relationships. Committees continue to do the work of the church and welcome new faces. It may take a
little more effort to connect without physical proximity but try an email or a phone call to a committee
chair or member.
In addition to reconvening, this fall we welcome new staff including Reverend Wendy Bell, our Interim
Senior Minister; Lisa Maria Andreoli Steinberg, our Director of Faith Development for Children; Brenda
Rybicki, our Parish Administrator; and Sandra LaBarge-Neumann, our organist.
We also appreciate the ongoing work of our Minister of Faith Development, Annie Gonzalez Milliken; our
Music Director, Brad Conner; and our Youth Choir Director, Janet Welby.
This next year begins an exciting time of transition for all of us when we will be called on to reflect on who
we are as a congregation, and who we want to be as we consider the search for our next settled minister.
Over the last 17 months, the pandemic has required us to reflect on inclusion and accessibility, mortality
and time. While the pandemic has been difficult in so many ways, it has also forced us to ask why we
continue to do things the way we always have, and if we should do things differently. There is a synergy
here between the changes driven by the pandemic, and the reshaping that naturally must happen with
changes church leadership. I am very excited by the possibility of what we will create together. What things
do we want to do the same as we always have, and what do we want to do differently?
Jennifer McClain, Parish Board President

Hello Families of First Parish in Bedford!
I am so very happy to join the ministry team of First Parish in Bedford. I have found this community to have
so many people of wisdom and calmness, along with whimsy and charm. While there are still a number of
unknowns about this fall due to the Delta variant, I am looking forward to having as much programming as
possible outside in person. You may have seen my request by email for pop up tents, this way a little rain
won’t force us inside or online- only a hurricane or below freezing temps will likely do that! For September
the two Sundays after Ingathering will have Faith Development programs for preK-8th Grade outside for all
ages, with activities grouped by interest instead of age-banded groups- more details to come on start/end
times for those Sundays. Grade-separated faith development cohorts (preK-1st, 2nd/3rd, 4th/5th, and 6th8th) will start up in October. I look forward to meeting everyone, please call or text or email if you want to
chat or share your thoughts or concerns with me.
In Faith, Lisa Maria
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Musical Notes
For the past few years, one of First Parish’s mantras has been, “It’s not like this every Sunday!” I am now
changing that to “It’s not like this every year!” We all have experienced a period unlike any other in our
lives and we look forward to the future with anticipation and trepidation. At the time I’m writing this
article, I’ve made plans for the upcoming month, but who knows what will happen. Here’s hoping we can
all find the strength to be patient and to continue to be there for each other as we do the best that we
can.
For me every year is the start of a new adventure, and this year is one that promises to be more
adventurous than most. This September begins my 17th year at First Parish. Steve Sussman will be back
playing the piano and Bob and Fran Tyler will continue to serenade us (as well as other
pianists/instrumentalists making guest appearances). We now have a new organist, Sandra LaBargeNeumann. We look forward to what she will bring to the diverse fabric of our community. Janet Welby will
continue to be our terrific director of the Senior/Junior Youth Choirs and KidSing.
Here’s the music for upcoming 10 a.m. services –
Sunday, September 12th: For In-Gathering the adult choir is planning on singing the song Wojaja (“We Are
Going”) in an arrangement by our very own Dean Groves. Dean wrote the arrangement last year for the
choir to try and sing on Zoom, but that wasn’t able to happen. The choir will sing it for the first time at InGathering. Bob Tyler will also be joining us to play piano along with Fran Tyler adding vocals.
Sunday, September 19th: Steve Sussman will be playing piano. For the prelude Dorothy Anderson-Perales
will dance “Lullaby under the Sky” accompanied by a recording of Frederic Chopin’s Berceuse, Op. 57.
Sunday, September 26th: Sandra LaBarge-Neumann will be playing organ and Steve Sussman will be
playing piano. The adult choir will sing an arrangement of the lively and hopeful song “Here Comes the
Sun” by George Harrison.
Isn’t it time to think about joining the adult choir? If you’re interested, e-mail me
at bconner@uubedford.org Plans for the coming year include a Christmas Eve service filled with music
around the theme of bells and Music Sunday 2022 (May 1, 2022) will be a Sunday of joyful music by
favorite composers Handel, Haydn, Bach, Beethoven and a host of others.
Bradford Conner, Music Director
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The Lyceum is back!
We’re thrilled to announce that Dr. Robert Stowe, Director of Harvard’s Project on Climate Agreements &
the Harvard Environmental Economics Program, will be speaking about international efforts to address
climate change on Sunday, October 3 from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm via Zoom! Please join us for this exciting
discussion.
The devastating effects of climate change are evident worldwide. Dr. Stowe will provide an overview of
critical work underway to develop & negotiate scientifically sound, economically sensible, and politically
pragmatic public policy options and programs to address this environmental crisis.
Drawing from more than 26 years of experience, Dr. Stowe is a leading figure in today’s complex
environmental issues.
Robert C. Stowe holds a Ph.D. in political science from MIT and an A.B. in physics from Harvard. Rob has
worked in non-profit, academic, and business as a teacher, consultant, editor, regular participant of the
Climate Change Expert Group (hosted by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in
Paris), and member of the World Bank’s Technical Expert Group for Supporting Article 6 [of the Paris
Agreement] Work.
**All First Parish in Bedford Lyceums are FREE and open to the public. Feel free to share this link with
family or friends who may also be interested in attending. **
Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429685798?pwd=anAwbEtRTnFGQzM4Tm5zTS8vd2ZxQT09
Meeting ID: 834 2968 5798
Passcode: 116304
By phone +1 646 558 8656
Questions? Please contact Ellen Scheiner at mountainbreeze52@gmail.com

Stewardship Reminder
Thank you for your generosity during the 2021-2022 pledge drive. I hope everyone has had some R&R this
summer despite the crazy weather. As we welcome new staff and fall programs begin, pledge payments
and donations are needed to maintain our cash flow. Pledges can be paid in any amount at any time. You
can make a pledge payment or a donation by sending a check by mail to First Parish Bedford 75 Great Road
Bedford, MA 01730, donate electronically using the Give Plus link on our web site or texting 1-833-7650091 on your smart phone. (Credit card information will be required). Thank you.
Vicki Gaw, Treasurer
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New Church Management Software
Last spring our Administrative Staffing Task Force recommended upgrading to a modern church
management software package, and our Administrative Software Selection Team performed a
comprehensive feature study and selected OneChurch (www.onechurchsoftware.com) as our new church
management system. We are now in the process of incorporating the many features provided by this
online service.
So far, we have imported the membership information, and church staff have begun to utilize OneChurch
for calendars, room scheduling, event registrations, and member communications. In future, we will also
utilize OneChurch for tracking donations and pledges.
The Leadership Team is working with our OneChurch Implementation Team on a roll-out plan. With so
much to learn, we are taking a gradual approach. First, we will focus on church staff and ministries, then
involve the Parish Council and church committees, and finally the congregation at large. It's going to be a
process that will span the church year, so please be patient with us!
On a monthly basis, we will be reaching out to staff and volunteers to schedule training sessions that will
focus on specific areas of the system. This will allow us to roll-out more of the system's modules and
ensure users can make the most of the system. The training schedule and focus for these sessions currently
look like this:
• August: Faith development course registration.
• September: Music and service planning; system modules for the ministers.
• October: Volunteer planning & sign-ups, coffee service, focal points, ushers, etc.
• November: Pastoral ministries, small group ministries, caring network, lay pastoral team.
• December: Tracking donations & pledges, e-giving.
• January: Stewardship, canvassing.
As you can see, there are many aspects of church life that will be facilitated using this system. However,
there are also many moving parts, which will take time for us to familiarize ourselves with and assimilate
new ways of doing things, as we steadily expand the number of users throughout the year.
If you have any comments or questions about OneChurch, please contact Dave Southard
(southard@computer.org) or Dean Groves (dean_groves@comcast.net) and we will be happy to address
your query.

Membership Committee
Help our new Interim Minister and staff get to know you by posting a photo in our online directory. We
encourage everyone to log onto the online directory and create a secure password and upload a
photograph. You can log onto the online directory by visiting the homepage of First Parish in Bedford at
https://www.uubedford.org/ and click on the yellow church icon on the right—the icon is labeled Online
Membership Directory. From there you can connect to the Instant Church Directory link for First Parish. If
you are doing this for the first time, be prepared to create a secure password for yourself. Nancy
Daugherty has offered to take your photo and upload it for you, if you’d like—contact Nancy at
nancydaugh@aol.com and she will make arrangements with you. If you encounter any problems logging
on, please contact Nina Wampler at Nina.Wampler@gmail.com.
Nina Wampler, Membership Committee Co-Chair
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Youth Choir is Happening
I’m writing to give you a big invitation and information about how we’ll be starting our Youth Choirs this
Fall. I hope you can join us this year. I’m looking forward to making music with you and just being together
again. The choirs are an important part of our services and a gift to our church community. You also learn
about how to sing skillfully, grow as a musical artist, and be creative through your own musical abilities
(yes, even with a mask). I also plan to keep you safe. Choir times are as follows:
KidSing - preschool to first grade, Thursdays, 4:15-5:00
Junior Choir - grade 2 to grade 4 or 5 (your choice), Thursdays, 3:15 - 4:15 (3:00 for any bus riders) If you
come early, bring homework.
Senior Choir - grade 5 or 6 - grade 12, Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30
Choir locations a little different - please take note:
KidSing - outside if weather is ok, online if weather is not
Juniors - outside if weather is ok, online if weather is not
Seniors - Common Room, socially distanced
ALL will wear masks until further notice
I will not serve snacks before choirs until further notice. However, I will bring treats and give them to you to
take home at the end of each rehearsal. Guess I’d better haul out my Rice Krispie Treat recipe.
The first rehearsal will be after Ingathering, Thursday, September 16. If you would like more information
about our joyous choir program, feel free to contact me at youthchoirs@uubedford.org.
Musically yours, Janet Welby

Meet Your Lay Pastoral Team!
As we begin a new church year, the Lay Pastoral team would like to be sure all parishioners know who we
are! The current team consists of the following members:
• Bob Batt
• Maria Green
• Nancy Daugherty
• Liz Hanegan
• Susan Lincoln
• Sandy Boczenowski
• Marge Heckman
• Stacy Chandler
• Laurie Groves
When we can resume normal coffee hours, all Lay Pastoral team members have special name
tags identifying them as a member of the team. The purpose of the Lay Pastoral team is to provide support
to the ministers in identifying and helping with pastoral care for all parishioners. We will provide further
updates in next month's newsletter as we work with Rev. Wendy and Rev. Annie to establish our goals for
the year and any new protocols. Stay tuned!
Marge Heckman for the Lay Pastoral Team
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Parish Nose

Wheel of Life

There has been a lot going on in our Parish during
the past two months. Karl Winkler has recovered
quite well from a stroke in early July. Marya
Dantzer has been in and out of Lahey due to heart
issues and severe anemia, and she is chugging
along ok. Jenn Puhle had surgery related to her
breast cancer, while Carla Bradford also faces
surgery after her chemo treatment. Christine
Bennett suffered some complications from her
back surgery but is on the mend slowly and
surely. Mary and Fred Levenstein became
grandparents on the 18th. Their daughter Katie
Cote had a baby girl, Rosalie Mai Cote. Sandra Seitz
has moved from her longtime home in Tyngsboro
to an apartment in Roslindale. She's been dealing
with some health issues but is doing well. Husband
Bob is in a long-term memory care facility in
Jamaica Plain. Nancy Willett has pain from ongoing
medical issues and has been in and out of the
hospital. Betty Slechta was hospitalized and then
returned to Carleton Willard for rehab care. Don
Marshall is in the rehab at The Commons in Lincoln
after a fall and is happy for calls but no
flowers! Richard LeSchack turned 90 last week,
congrats on the milestone!

In a ceremony delayed by COVID, Jonathan Horowitz
was jubilantly married to fellow Cambridge
elementary teacher Samantha Down at Pierce House
in Lincoln on July 11, with John Gibbons officiating.
John had previously officiated (in Spanish) at Jon’s
mother Lisa’s wedding to Guillermo Soyos in 1994, as
well as the naming/dedication services for Jon’s now
grown brothers, Ruben and Sam. Lisa and Guillermo
now live in Springfield, MA.
Dave Packer died in early July after spending a few
months in hospice care... his wife Ginny followed him
in death weeks later, a shock to an already grieving
family. Our thoughts are with the family and all those
at First Parish who called the Packers friends. We also
lost Bob Logcher not long after he was diagnosed
with terminal cancer. He and his wife Chesley have
been long term members. In July we celebrated the
life of Dorothea Wood Webster in our sanctuary, not
a member of FPB, but a UU who lived at Carleton
Willard.

Busy Bees and Butterflies!
Thank you’s are extended to Don Marshall and
Mina Bostwick for providing this sign and one in
Spanish to let everyone know our gardens are
pollinator habitats. The gardens are especially
beautiful this year due to the rain. Make sure to
stop by if you get a chance.
Sarah Dorer and Janet Powers
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Sept 19 Book Discussion: Braiding Sweetgrass (Session 1)
Join us as we spend the year connecting more deeply with the earth. On September 19th we'll begin our
Earth Connections program with a book discussion of “Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants” by Robin Wall Kimmerer. The September book discussion will
focus on the first section of Braiding Sweetgrass (“Planting Sweetgrass”, the first six chapters). We will
gather outdoors as a COVID precaution, hopefully using tents to protect from sun or rain. We’ll be
gathering in small groups for our discussion. We encourage people to eat lunch beforehand but if you need
to bring lunch, please be mindful of social distancing and those around you.
Please rsvp using THIS FORM. The full link can be found at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckTG3_1jPIBEltKJHTNomk4B403x0ZCH5pco4pOg2pVs0dnQ/viewform
Please let us know if you will be attending Session 1 of Earth Connections, September 19th 12 pm - 1:30 pm after our
Sunday service and community hour.

Session 2 of Earth Connections will be a Nature Walk on October 24th, 1-3 pm, Lincoln Park in Lexington
with naturalist Russ Cohen – more information to come. Session 3 of Earth Connections will occur in
November to discuss Section two (“Tending Sweetgrass”) of the book – stay tuned.
Thank you, the Earth Connections Team (a spinoff from the Environmental Justice Committee & Faith
Development) - Corinne Doud, Annie Gonzalez, Don MacIver, Janet Powers, Brown Pulliam, Lois Pulliam,
Carol Reynolds, Sarah Sjostrom, Nina Wampler

Bedford Day
Date: Saturday, September 18
Time: Set-up 7:30am; Parade 10:30am; Fair 11:00 - 3:00pm; clean-up (2:30 or 3:00)
First Parish will have a booth at the Fair. We are expecting that Annie, Wendy Bell and Anna Maria Andreoli
Steinberg will be there for part of the time. It will be a wonderful time to greet them if you haven't done so
already. Help is needed at the booth for the duration of the festivities. A Sign-Up Genius will be sent out to
the congregation. Let's hope we are all able to celebrate in person that day!
Sarah Dorer, for the Membership Committee and the Parish Board
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A Reflection on our Youth Choir Programs
During this time of semi-darkness, longing for re-connection with life, and unease about what is important,
I'd like to point out the meaningfulness of participation in a musical experience unique to the First Parish
community. Our Youth, both within and outside of the membership, have participated in the choirs for a
variety of reasons. Some have said it is a special kind of family. Some have said it launched them into high
levels of musical skill to pursue later on. Some have said it is a unique type of fun. Others have said it is one
of their favorite ways to contribute to the church, giving back to the multitude of ways the church has been
there for them.
The Youth Choirs are a family. In addition to singing together, they break bread in the kitchen (well, maybe
pizza, cookies, fruit, and chips). They text each other, giggle endlessly, cheer each other on during solos.
The young ones make forts in the hallway and this year a lot of dogs, cats, guinea pigs, and grasshoppers
joined the KidSing choir on zoom.
I believe that skill can start early. Members of KidSing learn how to think in sound and this year they were
able to decode phrases in Major, all the Minors, Dorian mode, single, and compound meter. (Half my
college freshmen have trouble with those). We learn how to sing well, controlling sound and breath. And
we learn to recognize the musical practice of not just a country, but a single musician or area within a
region, allowing us to understand that culture does not stop at political boundaries.
As far as fun .... will I ever not be asked to play Cut the Cake? Our KidSing rehearsals have diverse
activities of movement, creativity, instrument playing, singing, listening, responding, and stories. The older
choirs focus more on singing, but in a variety of modes and approaches. The music varies in culture and
complexity.
Finally, the voices of our Youth are a very special gift to this wonderful church community. Thank you for
everything you've given with the talent and enthusiasm you've brought to First Parish Bedford. And that
you've brought to me as your partner in eternal meaningfulness, mischief, and music. (And to Brad Conner
who lets us get away with it).
Musically yours, Janet Welby
Director of Youth Choirs
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