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SUMMER SCHEDULE:
First Parish will be taking a break from worshipping together
until after the 4th of July holiday. We’ll resume services on
July 11th with some lay led worship, special guests and more
informal staff led services. Stay tuned for how those will run!
If they are held in person there will be a virtual option of
some kind. On June 27th you are encouraged to tune into the
UUA General Assembly Sunday Morning Service and information about that service, available to all regardless of registration at General Assembly,
will be sent out on our email lists.
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Common Thoughts

Minister’s Musings

You’ve heard me laugh at the mock newspaper headline
given to my father when he retired: "GIBBONS FINALLY
RETIRES!! COMPANY STOCK SOARS!!” Now it’s my
turn: “GIBBONS FINALLY LEAVES FIRST PARISH!!
HUNDREDS RETURN TO CHURCH!!” Yes, it is quite
odd for me to be stepping down just when so many of you
will be again stepping across the threshold into church for
the first time in what will be nearly 15 months.
I’ve always enjoyed Bill Schulz's observation that his nearly three-year tenure as our minister was “but a burp in the
First Parish timeline.” “Gibbons’ tenure,” Bill contrasted,
“is more like a bowel obstruction!” Yes, it’s true: My 31
years are the longest of any minister who began after the
year 1800! I’ll never catch up with Reverend Samuel
Stearns who served here for 34 years (1794-1818). Of
course he died at age 64, 4 years younger than I am now.
I’ll take a longer life over a longer career.
Again, as for ministries and bowel obstructions, happy wisdom prevails: “This too shall pass.”
I am delighted that your Search Committee and Board have
chosen Rev. Wendy Bell as your next Interim Minister to
serve for the next two years. You and she were one another’s first choice. Wendy and I do not know one another
well but a friend of mine affirms, “Wendy is introverted,
deeply-spiritual, and wise.” To which I cheer, “She sounds
PERFECT! A trifecta of difference from me!” Truly,
working with Wendy, I hope and am confident that First
Parish will rediscover itself and find new ways, in the
words of an old hymn, “to meet the asking years.”
Megan Lynes sent me this unsolicited comment: “Wendy
will be so just right. Down to earth, not pushing her next
big thing, a truly kind and deep person, solid, knowledgeable, and savvy. “(She’s) been around…seen everything and
not bowled over. She can help people with grief and selfexamination. She has a twinkle. She’s like still waters run
deep, let’s go walk the dog in the woods, but then so very
present it makes you pause and realize you just talked forever and she's still with you and will have an opinion or
perspective in response if you want to hear it. She’s the real
deal. She can put the problem on the table and laugh at herself and with others in a useful way…. Loves poetry and
introduced me to many that I love….Perhaps she’s the perfect example of self-differentiated. Yayyyyy. And phew.”
Again, with poet Ron Padgett I say, “That was fast: Life I
mean.”
With all of you, I’m just passing through, and still looking
forward!
Yayyyyy, phew, and love,

A few years ago a friend of mine informed her
community that she had cancer and that it was
caught early and looked very treatable. As part of
her message, she said something along the lines of
“well cancer sucks, but if you have to have it, at
least I have the best kind.”
I’ve been thinking about that phrase a lot lately.
During the next month my co-parent Lucas will be
moving out of our communal house into his own
apartment. Moira will begin shuttling between our
residences. At some point we'll get legally divorced. And things are quite amicable, with a
shared vision of co-parenting closely and maintaining a friendship. So I've told friends “well divorce
sucks, but if you have to do it, at least I have the
best kind.”
Transitions in general are hard. Saying goodbye to
your minister of 31 years during a pandemic sucks.
Having 3 out of 5 major staff members turn over
all at the same time, plus a couple other staff transitions thrown in the mix is a whole lot. And we
also have an awesome interim minister coming, an
excellent new administrator on board learning the
ropes, and a talented religious educator coming our
way. And most of all you have each other, this fabulous congregation of wonderful caring dedicated
people. Transitions suck, but if you have to do
them, I truly think we have the best kind.

Annual Mee ng of the Parish
Sunday, June 13, 1:00
on Zoom
Please see The Warrant on page 11
From the power of our memory and history,
With high hopes for the days that lie ahead,
We gather to cra the des ny we share with one another.
We gather with faith in the prac ce of democracy,
We gather with hearts and minds open
to the wisdom of every voice among us.
In our gathering,
May we dream and design a bold future.
May we bring our best selves to this service,
And may we dream these dreams
and do this work
with love.
Let the people say, Amen.
(adapted from Heather Janules)
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Reverend Wendy Bell, our Interim Minister!
We have entered into an agreement with Reverend Wendy Bell as our Interim Minister beginning in August 2021! Rev. Wendy impressed the Interim Minister Search Team with her
skills and depth of experience. She has a warm, grounding presence and strong leadership
skills. She has successfully supported a number of churches like ours through a time of transition. Below is a biographical sketch and photo that Rev. Wendy shared with us.
—Tina Nappi for the Interim Minister Search Team: Abby Hafer, Brown Pulliam, and Chris Gittins
Rev. Wendy L. Bell has served Unitarian Universalist churches professionally for over twenty
years, both as a "settled" minister and as an interim, and now she is delighted to have the
opportunity to serve as the Interim Minister at The First Parish in Bedford!
Previously, after having completed her internship in Chelmsford, Rev. Wendy served congregations
in Rockport, Harvard, Malden, Sharon, and Watertown. For the last six years, her ministry has been
wholly dedicated to helping congregations as they transition from one settled ministry to the next.
She feels called to – and finds particular joy in – this work of companioning congregations through
the liminal time of letting go of what has been and of reaching toward what might next be.
Rev. Wendy is a graduate of Grinnell College (BA in Religious Studies), Harvard Divinity School (M.Div.), and Andover Newton Theological School (Certificate in Advanced Theological Studies). She is a member of both the interfaith Interim Ministry Network and the Transitional Ministry Chapter of the UU Ministers’ Association, where she is
currently serving on the Executive Leadership Team.
Rev. Wendy lives in Arlington with her wife, Cathy, their daughter, Katelynn, and their two beloved dogs, Winifred
and Madeline. In her free time, she likes to hang out with her pack, walk on the beach and in the woods, kayak and
paddle, read and write, cook and bake. She volunteers weekly at Lovelane, a therapeutic horseback riding program in
Lincoln. She is a former horseback riding instructor and an on-again-off-again student of the bagpipes.
With only a few weeks remaining in our church
year, I am (almost) tempted to breathe a huge
sigh of relief, not only for the congregation pulling together to endure and overcome immense
challenges during a tense political season and a
pandemic, but also with gratitude for the enormous efforts and accomplishments of our outstanding ministers, staff, and volunteers.
To summarize what we have accomplished together: We
hired a dynamic new Director of Faith Development for
Children, Lisa Maria Steinberg, who will continue the vibrant growth and development of our children and youth
programming. We hired a highly qualified Parish Administrator, Brenda Rybicki, who will efficiently manage our
business and office operations. After a comprehensive
search, we recently entered into an agreement with Reverend Wendy L. Bell, an experienced and skillful Interim
Minister, who will guide our congregation as we embark
on calling a settled minister.
Still, there are efforts underway to fully achieve our goals
for this year. The Board has decided to streamline member
communications and administrative operations by selecting OneChurch software. This is a comprehensive suite of
web-based services that we will customize to support our
Unitarian Universalist ministries and programs. Adaptation and transition of databases will be ongoing during the
summer and ready to launch in the fall. There is also a Reopening Task Force that will be working to determine

how, when, and how fast to return to in-person
church activities. Please look for updates and
announcements throughout the summer and fall.
Meanwhile, we still have an action-packed June
ahead of us. Elsewhere in The Parishioner, in the
ParishBiz email list, and on our website, you will find many
opportunities to celebrate and honor our retiring Senior Minister, Rev. John Gibbons, our retiring Parish Administrator, Joan
Petros, and our departing developmental Director of Faith Development for Children, Deb Weiner. We invite you to
acknowledge and celebrate their service as you are able.
May I also remind all members to attend the Annual Meeting
on June 13 to hear reports from the committees and to elect
new church officers. Since I have completed two terms as President of the Parish Board, at the end of this month I will be
stepping down and resuming my capacity as a board member at
large. A new Parish Board President will be elected from the
new Board that is constituted after the annual meeting. I am
grateful to my fellow Board members, our ministers, staff,
standing committees, and the many task forces, teams, and volunteers that have aided me during my tenure as President, and
who have made it an honor and truly a pleasure to serve the
congregation.
These developments portend an even more remarkable church
year to come. I can't imagine a more exciting time to be involved at First Parish Bedford!
—David Southard, Parish Board President

PAGE 4

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

In Liminal Time - Thoughts from Deborah Weiner, Developmental Director - Faith Development for Children

The Path to Tomorrow
Suddenly, summer’s knocking. While Memorial Day
weekend will be cool, the grills are fired up and increasingly there are signs that normalcy is returning, along
with continuing caution and care - it is a delicate balance.
Although the prevailing behavior in many Unitarian Universalist congregations was to shut the doors in the summertime (some suggested, ‘tell God to go on vacation’),
it’s true that here at First Parish in Bedford things may
quiet down, but they definitely don’t stop! As you know,
change is everywhere: John Gibbons, Joan Petros, Robert Noble and I will end our time here at the end of June.
Joan’s successor, Brenda Rybicki, is already at church,
learning as much as she can from Joan’s amazing time as
administrator. Your new Interim Senior Minister Wendy
Bell will begin her ministry here, along with your new
Director of Faith Development for Children, Lisa Maria
Andreoli Steinberg, on August 1. And in between, Rev.
Annie Gonzalez will be holding the pieces together, helping you, and the world ‘outside the church,’ navigate the
path to tomorrow.
It’s a time of culminations and uncertainties that is imbued with hope, and we are called to live into all of it.
Five Coming of Age youth shared their vision and their
faith with us on May 23rd. Coming of Age is a program
that never fails to inspire and amaze me: supported by
professional and lay leaders, the youth learn about who
they are, what they believe in, and are generous in sharing who they are becoming in this time of transition from
youth to young adult. Our final “Our Whole Lives/Taking
Flight” gathering - which has worked with thirteen eighth
graders to help them learn about human sexuality, communication and healthy behaviors, will conclude on June
6th. Earlier that day we’ll mark the bridges we cross,
symbolically at least, at different stages of children’s and
youth’s lives.
We’ll enjoy celebrations and farewells together on June
6th and June 19th, you’ll have some summer all-church
activities to look forward to... I am confident that you

will keep moving toward the restoration of health, the
end of COVID restrictions, and a return to a kind of
‘new normal’ that will stretch and pull all of you to live
into your existence as a community now, in a new time
and space.
Through all of this, this church’s Faith Development
program is alive and needs your ongoing support. The
program that the faith development team has developed
for the next church year is dynamic and inspiring, and it
cannot exist without your support: that means that if
you are ‘actively parenting,’ we hope you will be ready
to register your kids for participation, and then plan to
get them to church when those programs happen. It
means that we hope you will also do your part - whether
you are ‘actively parenting’ or not - to join a teaching or
mentoring team. No one will do this alone; together the
commitment is shared and the rewards are huge. If you
can help, please email Annie or me now. Ther e ar e
programs for PreK through high school; we anticipate reopening the nursery program in January of 2022.
And remember: it’s not just about Sunday mornings!
Additional learning and support is needed for next year’s
Coming of Age class, the Our Whole Lives sexuality
education program, our youth group for grades 9-12, our
middle school youth group for grades 6-8, and more.
First Parish in Bedford’s program operates on a participatory, cooperative model – so many hands will make
lighter work and help us reap the rewards of a vibrant
religious education program. Please talk to any member
of the Faith Development Committee or Annie or me
about getting involved.
The energy’s percolating and while there are goodbyes
coming, so are new possibilities and opportunities and
discoveries. And YOU need to be part of it. Will you
meet your friends on the path to tomorrow? Wishing you
all well, in all manner of things...until we meet again!
Faithfully yours,

Deb

Celebrating many years of John Gibbons!
Please keep the following dates open for our grand outdoor celebration of the lengthy, thought-provoking and
always entertaining ministry of the Rev. John Gibbons. We are planning a big event on the Common on
Saturday June 19 from 2:00-4:30PM (rain date same time on Sunday June 20). There will be refreshments,
socializing, fun “special guests” and all sorts of surprises! Please watch for more details in emails from
uubedford-sendoff2021@googlegroups.com closer to the date(s). We will be looking for volunteers to help
the event go smoothly, so be on alert for a SignupGenius for that as well!
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Notes from the

“Let us go to the shore; there the waves will kiss our feet. With
mysterious sadness the stars will shine down on us.” – Aleksey Pleshcheyev (1825-1893), renowned radical Russian poet,
much of his work was set to music by 19th century composers
and he was best known for his children’s poetry

Here’s the music for upcoming Sunday services (10AM on Zoom) –
June 6: Robert Noble will be playing organ; the prelude will be a duet arrangement of “Amazing Grace” with Elizabeth Connors–clarinet; the postlude will be Thalben-Ball’s beautiful Elegy. The offertory will be a performance of an arrangement of Pink’s song “What About Us?”, in a newly created video by Janet Welby and Buffie Groves, featuring members from the
youth and adult choirs. There will also be some musical surprises as well.
June 13: Steve Sussman will be playing piano including “June”, a wrap-up of
our pandemic tradition of including “monthly” movements from Tchaikovsky’s “The Seasons”. Robert Noble will be playing Mathias’ jubilant Recessional on organ. There will be other musical gifts during the service, but
those will be more surprises. Come to the service and find out what they are.
We will be having two more choir check-ins on June 3rd & June 10th before
stopping for the summer. Let’s take advantage of the present circumstances
and continue to find positive and uplifting ways to explore musical joy, fellowship and connections. When we meet, we will share our stories and energy
as we deal with life’s various situations and the changing life at First Parish.
If you’re interested, e-mail me at bconner@uubedford.org
Before launching into summer, I would like to personally thank all the musicians who made this past unique year at First Parish a year of extraordinary
music-making during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are blessed to
have a group of immensely talented and dedicated choir members and instrumentalists who continue to be part of the music program and have committed
to being there when we "get to the other side." I want to give special thanks to
Janet Welby and her continued loyalty to the members of the youth choirs as
well as their parents, to Steve Sussman and to Bob & Fran Tyler for their
heartfelt contributions, and to all the other instrumentalists who stepped up to
provide special music for our on-line services. I’m sending a special thanks to
the Music Committee for their continued work and devotion on behalf of First
Parish and the music program and a special shout out to the adult choir members with whom I met week after week so we could check on each other and
share our uncertain feelings of sadness, our fondness for one another and our
desires to sing together again. Finally, I have immense gratitude for Robert
Noble who has been our organist and adult choir accompanist for seven years.
As he departs for new adventures, we will miss him and wish him well.
What will the future bring? At the time of writing, I can’t answer that with a
firm conviction. There are hopes we will start more “normal” musical escapades come September. The Music Committee will most likely discuss some
concerts, including the bi-annual return of the Back Bay Ringers on December
4, 2021. Whatever happens, the hope is First Parish will continue to be a place
where we can all come for beautiful and uplifting music to nourish our souls.
Finally, I hope you’ll think about actually joining the adult choir – a new year
is coming with new hopes and new energy. I guarantee a mixture of favorites
like the Beatles alongside a blend of folk and contemporary music with a
splash of Bach and Mozart and others thrown in. Have a great summer!
—Bradford Conner, Music Director
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HUH??
A Collection
of Sermons,
Homilies, and
Calls to Action
is now
Available!

“HUH?” covers the best of John
Gibbons’ years of preaching, counseling, prodding, surprising, clowning, inspiring, and confetti-bombing
people through his ministry at First
Parish. While John’s sermons benefit from his presence and delivery,
reading them can be almost as satisfying spiritually. John says, “Words
are not meaningful in and of themselves; rather they are made meaningful when –by asking ‘huh?’–
people create meaning. People are
curious, we strive to understand; we
are the ‘huh?’ asking species.”
First Parish ordered a large quantity
of these books, and is in the process
of sending them out now. There
may still be some left to be sold at
the celebration on June 19. The
most reliable source will be Amazon: they print on demand. (Friends
and associates in Germany and the
UK already have their books!!)
The cost is $20.00—and remember
that proceeds from the sale of this
book will benefit the John Gibbons
Fund for Student Ministry, to honor
John’s legacy of teaching.
If you want the book to be signed, it
would be a good idea to order one
from Amazon so you can have it in
hand when you come to the celebration on June 19 where John will be
signing books.
Go to: https://smile.amazon.com/
HUH-Collection-Sermons-Homilies
-Action/dp/B0942L8GTD (and be
sure to designate “First Parish of
Bedford” as the benefiting charity
on Amazon Smile).
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Spring Stewardship Drive

Membership

Dear First Parish Friends and Community… Our task as this year’s
“Stewardship Committee” is ending. It
has been a pleasure and a challenge for
our team to guide you all through this
process. We hope you feel good about
your many contributions and commitments to First Parish this year, a year
like no other.
As of Tuesday, June 1, here is where we stand:
Total $ in Pledges
Total # Pledges Received
Total Extra Contribution $ Pledged
Total # Extra Contributions Pledged
GRAND TOTAL $ PLEDGED

$482,346
199
$6,210
14
$488,556

As you can see we have not yet reached our goal of
$526,000. Now the Board must balance the budget by
making cuts. If you have the ability and desire to increase the amount you have already pledged, that
would be a huge help. If you have not pledged yet,
please do. It can be as simple as calling or emailing
Joan at the office to let her know your intentions. Please
review your “Stewardship Packet” to help you make
your decision. Let Joan know if you need another one.
With your generosity we will be able to do that.
With gratitude from your Stewardship Committee,
Joanne Glover, Annie Gonzalez, Ron Green, Irene Gravina,
Kath McCafferty, Webb Tilney and Jihane Lefebvre

From the First Parish Treasurer:
Budget Forum - Thanks to all who have pledged for
the upcoming fiscal year. A presentation of the proposed
FY21-22 budget will be held on Wednesday June 9th at
7PM via Zoom. A reminder, proposed budget, and zoom
link for the meeting will be posted on Parish Biz prior to
the meeting.
Nudge, Nudge… As of June 1, over $15,000 of pledges for the 2020-21 pledge year remain outstanding. As
you may imagine, this makes budget-balancing difficult.
Our fiscal year ended on May 31, but there is still time
for you to finish off your pledge!
Kindly remit, as you are able, or let
the church office know if your circumstances have changed.
Thank you,
Vicki Gaw

The Membership Committee
strongly encourages everyone
to log onto the online directory and create a secure password and upload a photograph. You can log onto the
online directory by visiting the homepage of First Parish
in Bedford at https://www.uubedford.org/ and click on
the yellow church icon on the right—the icon is labeled
Online Membership Directory. From there you can connect to the Instant Church Directory link for First Parish.
If you are doing this for the first time, be prepared to
create a secure password for yourself. Nancy Daugherty
has offered to take your photo and upload it for you, if
you want – contact Nancy at nancydaugh@aol.com and
she will make arrangements with you. If you encounter
any problems logging on, please contact Nina Wampler
at Nina.Wampler@gmail.com.
With these changing times, the interim minister and new
staff members can use our online directory as a source of
current information. Photographs of each friend or member of First Parish in Bedford will help the new staff get
to know us. Please visit the online directory and upload
your photograph so others can get to know you!
Nina Wampler,
Co-Chair, Membership Committee

Sanctuary Program Update:
In early March 2021, our guest, Maria, was granted a
stay of deportation until March 2022 as her legal case
for a permanent stay continues. Coalition volunteers and
family celebrated with our guest at an online Farewell
Service on March 28. Our guest remained living in the
church until April 18 when she moved to a new apartment in her hometown and reunited with her three sons.
Furniture and other household goods were donated and/
or purchased by coalition volunteers. A volunteer donated a used car for her use; transfer of the vehicle is
planned for when our guest is able to renew her driver’s
license pending receipt of a work permit. Monies from
the Fall 2020 fundraiser will be given to our guest to
help with her transition to her new home. Additional
funds will be maintained in the church’s Sanctuary Fund
for a possible pending legal consult, for future needs of
the program and to sponsor a celebration for our guest
and our volunteers when pandemic restrictions allow.
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Social Responsibility Council –

Environmental Justice Committee (EJC) –

Our Final Update!

Buy a Book - View Recording - Attend Forum

The Social Responsibility Council (SRC) is
wrapping up final disbursement of funds for
this fiscal year. We ended the year with approximately $1,600 remaining in our budget
which we voted to return to the church general
fund given the financial challenges of this past
year.

• All -church book read for coming year:

Updates on Share the Plate offerings:
• April offering to UU Mass Action was
$519.50
• May offering to Springfield Climate Justice Coalition - pending
Since we did not receive any suggestions for
the June offering, the committee decided to
award the June Share the Plate to the Greater
Boston Food Bank (GBFB), given continuing
issues with food insecurity. The GBFB serves
Bedford and many other surrounding towns.
Your generosity throughout this year has been
amazing – the combined total for Share the
Plate offerings for the year was $12,452.09!
At our May meeting, the committee approved
two final grants. The first was a proposal from
Christine Wojnar for $1,000 to fund stipends
for four artists to design Peace Poles that will
be placed in four locations around town. A
recent article in the Bedford Citizen outlines
the project more fully and gives First Parish
recognition for this grant.
The second proposal was from Rev. Annie to
fund a Celebration of Grassroots Organizing.
The Celebration of Grassroots Organizing supports 11 grassroots organizations in Boston.
These organizations spent the past year sustaining the neighborhoods most impacted by
COVID, fighting on the front lines of the
movement for Black lives, and defending
communities from the harms of gentrification,
policing, deportations, and climate change.
The committee voted to award $2,500 to this
organization which also allows First Parish to
send up to five delegates to the celebration to
learn more about the work that they do. Stay
tuned for more information on this.
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A program is being planned for next church year centered on the
book Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer called "Earth
Connections: A Spiritual Exploration of Braiding Sweetgrass."
Our plan is to meet once a month after church (Rev. Annie is proposing the third Sunday of each month following the service, you
may participate in as many/few as you want) and alternate between
a book club style experience, exploring one section of the book,
with more sessions focused on an experience with nature.
EJC has purchased a limited number of Braiding Sweetgrass paperback books and subsidized the cost to be able to sell them at the
GREAT price of $5.00/book. To buy your book from EJC, please
complete this Order Form (https://tinyurl.com/66j6rujk) so we
can track books sold, and contact either Br enda Rybicki, our
incoming Parish Administrator (office.uubedford@gmail.com /
781-275-7994)
or
EJC
member
Janet
Powers
(yapofarm@gmail.com) who lives near the church, to arrange a
time to pick up a book/drop off your payment (checks to be written
out to Corinne Doud).

• Divestment of our Church Endowment from Fossil Fuels:
Because global warming due to emissions of greenhouse gases is
critical, EJC drafted a resolution, supported by the Peace & Justice
Committee, to divest from fossil fuel companies. EJC coordinated
congregational discussions on May 9 & May 12, and will be meeting with the Peace & Justice and Endowment Committees in June
for further discussion. Our goal is to put the resolution on the warrant at a parish meeting in the coming year, to be voted on by the
congregation. You may view the recording of the May 12 congregational divestment discussion at the following link:
https://tinyurl.com/28nztc7j
Passcode: 1Td%y9Uf\

• Public Forum - Bedford Sustainability Director June 9th at 7pm
One of EJC’s goals is to promote green infrastructure in Bedford
and surrounding communities to support Net Zero. There is an upcoming forum on hiring a Sustainability Director for the town of
Bedford. The Town of Bedford’s Energy & Sustainability Committee is co-hosting it with Bedford Mothers Out Front. Here’s the
flyer:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n2oVHYhws0Tl5Rx4tGQTkfQU5wCdGOI/view
Please RSVP here: https://
www.mothersoutfront.org/events/bedford-ma-forum-20210609/
(the Zoom link gets emailed to you when you RSVP).
EJC’s next committee meeting is June 16, 7:00-8:30pm; if you
would like to join us, contact Corinne for the zoom link.
Corinne Doud (cordoud@gmail.com),
for the Environmental Justice Committee
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The last book
group meeting of
the church year
(and maybe the
last Zoom meeting!) will be on Sunday, June 6th
at 7PM on Zoom.
We'll be discussing "The Giver of Stars" by Jojo
Moyes. We'll also be choosing the books and
dates for next year so please think about books
you'd like to read and discuss with the group.
For the Zoom link and any questions, please
contact Margaret Jackson at 781-275-6580 or
mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com.
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The Bedford Lyceum A Call for IDEAS & RECOMMENDATIONS!
The Bedford Lyceum needs Y-O-U!
The Bedford Lyceum is a free forum on the arts, science, spirituality, and justice – made possible by the First Parish in Bedford.
Have an intriguing idea for a lecture? Can you recommend a
great speaker?
The next Lyceum lecture series is scheduled to re-start in September. But we need YOUR ideas, leads, and suggestions so we
can have another TERRIFIC year!
We’d love to hear from you!
Contact Ellen Scheiner at: mountainbreeze52@gmail.com

The Racist Divide Learning and Action
Group
Lois Pulliam and Sylvia Cowan found we were
both extremely concerned about the Racist Divide in our country and decided to do something
about it. We put out an invitation for others to
join us two white Southern women in exploring
anti-racism learning and action. A dedicated
group of a dozen women joined us in a 7-week
exploration, discussing the topic and what we
can do. We’ve been learning through our own
biographies, films, books, and discussions. We
are continuing to meet on zoom once a month
during the summer, and are exploring “The
Richmond Pledge to end racism” (https://
richmondpledge.org/) as a possible way to train
ourselves and reach out to others in the congregation on how to live anti-racism proactively in
our daily lives. We’ll be exploring this more indepth in September and asking others to join us.
If you are interested, please contact Lois
brownpulliam@gmail.com)
or
Sylvia
(cowan.sylvia@gmail.com) to be put on a list to
learn more in the fall.

A message from the Rabinowitz Family
The Rabinowitz family would like to thank
everyone who sent us a card, or an email, or a
donation at this extraordinarily difficult time. We
appreciate all the thoughts and deep caring that
you have all conveyed. Someday we may be able
to tell you about our sweet dynamic Sloane. She
is sorely missed every second of every day.

Thank you!

June Caring Network
If you or someone you know at First Parish
needs temporary assistance with meals or
rides to medical appointments, please let us
know. We have a team of volunteers who
are ready to help. The Coordinator for the
month of June is Sandy Boczenowski. Call
781-222-4094 or 617-943-0691 or you
could also reach out by email:
sandyboz@gmail.com. Please make note of
the phone number above as it will remain the same every month
to reach the current Caring Crew Coordinator.
We are currently looking for additional monthly coordinators.
It is rewarding and easy to set up a Sign Up Genius form for
helpers, and response from our community to help parishioners
in need is amazingly fast. Let me know if you would like to join
the network as either a cook, driver, or as a coordinator.
If you are not already part of one of
our 8 small groups at First Parish, I
invite you to get in touch with me via
email (agonzalez@uubedford.org) or
phone (309-310-2341) and learn
more about the possibility. They usually meet monthly and share in a structured way around a particular topic. Some of these groups have been meeting for years and
years, supporting each other through all kinds of life events.
Right now in particular, I am working on building two more
groups: one is centered around moms of elementary-aged kids,
and the other is more open. If you have an idea of a kind of
group you'd like to start, or just want to make more deep connections at First Parish, consider giving one of these groups a go!
~Rev. Annie
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Funeral services for Richard Hyatt, husband of
parishioner Mary Hyatt, were held on May 23
at St. Anne’s Episcopal Church in Billerica,
followed by interment at the MA National
Cemetery in Bourne. Peggy Potter-Smith was
able to attend the funeral in person while many of friends
and family were present in spirit. In addition to a military
career, Richard played the flute and was active in Jack Kerouac celebrations in Lowell. Both having endured major
health crises, Richard told Mary, “It seems all we have left
is love.”… A wrenching but beautiful rainbow-festooned
celebration of Meg and Jake Rabinowitz’s young daughter
Sloane was held May 1 near her home in Nashville, TN.
Grandparents Chris and Bill were present, of course, as were
Maureen Richichi and Sarah Dorer, carrying the broken
hearts of many from Massachusetts. “We will always love
you, Sloanie Bologna Ice-Cream Coney Made from Macaroni”… With Jean Kates and many friends and family, Dee
Russell’s ashes were buried in our Memorial Garden on
May 1st… Former parishioner, engineer, gamer, teacher of
many life skills (e.g. tire-changing) and raconteur Bernie
Norton was remembered in a Zoom service, hosted by his
home UU church in Cherry Hill, NJ on May 23 with John
Gibbons participating… Our thoughts are with Dan Breslau
whose sister died unexpectedly last week.

Celebrating First Parish in Bedford’s
2021 Graduating Seniors!
Awards form Bedford High School:
Art Department Honor Award- Lily Barsam-Thompson
English Honor Award- Shana Wolckenhaar
LOC Biliteracy Achievement Award- Oliver Nosal
MA State Seal of Biliteracy- Timothy Bennett, Mina Bostwick,
Elizabeth Herzog, Shana Wolckenhaar
World Language Honor Award - Shana Wolckenhaar
Mathematics Dedication and Commitment- Olivia Belbute
Mathematics Honor Award- Shana Wolckenhaar
Hall of Fame Award: Lily Barsam-Thompson, Olivia Belbute,
Timothy Bennett, Mina Bostwick, Elizabeth Herzog, Isabel HonAnderson, Sophie Lance, Oliver Nosal, Shana Wolckenhaar
Awards from CSF of Bedford Dollars for Scholars:
Allie Walsh Memorial Scholarship- Miriana Bianco-Spencer
Art Link Scholarship- Lily Barsam-Thompson
Arthur Bodie Memorial Scholarship- Shana Wolckenhaar
Bedford Children's Center Scholarship- Juliana Baer
Bedford Education Association Scholarship- Olivia Belbute
Bedford Glen Hotel Scholarship- Sophie Lance
Esther M. Peel Scholarship- Olivia Belbute
First Parish UU Scholarship- Timothy Bennett, Oliver Nosal
Fred & Ele Kojm and Robert & Hilda Stuhl Memorial AwardIsabel Hon-Anderson
League of Women Voters Scholarship- Elizabeth Herzog
Middlesex Savings Bank Scholarship- Olivia Belbute
Patrons of Music (POMS) Award- Isabel Hon-Anderson
Dollars for Scholars Award recipients- Elizabeth Herzog,
Isabel Hon-Anderson, Sophie Lance
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News from the Parish Nose
Craig Coldwell would like to deeply thank the many
FPB friends and family who supported him, Jessica,
Lilly and Riley following his April heart valve replacement surgery. Craig is back to work full time and
looks forward to getting back to coaching youth baseball after his recovery is complete… Super congratulations to Tim Bennett and Oliver Nosal who recently
received the annual First Parish scholarship in the
“Dollars for Scholars” program, honoring late parishioners Leslie Davies and Linda Weissbard, and made
significantly more generous by recent gifts from the
estate of Paul Vears… On an extended weekend in
Georgia, Dave Ellis was stricken with severe pancreatitis and had his gall bladder removed and he’s on the
mend… Dot Ellis now lives at CWV Lower Llewsac
following six months in Nursing/Rehab recovering
from shattered femur surgery… Bill Ryder had a
small stroke but is back home and doing well… Fond
backyard farewells for John Gibbons, with laughter
and a tear or two, have been hosted by the Spencers,
Wampler-Dotys, Winklers, and Douds. At least one
more is scheduled – at Carleton-Willard Village…
The triune drinking fountain and stone wall have been
completed. At least in part a recognition of JG’s ministry, possible names or inscriptions are being floated
in seriousness and jest (“The Gurgling Gib,” "the
Demijohn," “Be Like Water,” "Genuine MWRA (No
Plastic, No Corporate Boondoggle) Free Public Water,” etc.)… Should you enter the sanctuary, don’t be
shocked by the “flat parishioners” in the pews, thanks
to the ever creative Nancy Daugherty. It’s said their
eyes follow you!… Hayley Bayen is filling in as our
“summer sexton” doing basic chores… Our new Parish Administrator Brenda Rybicki is training with
Joan Petros… One or two delegate slots are still
available for the UUA General Assembly, June 23-27.
Contact John Gibbons asap if interested. A stipend is
available to cover the cost of registration… Ed
Schwartz has a new hip! So too does Betty Zaff!…
Andrew Van Praagh continues to recuperate from
back surgeries… Bob Tyler had a TIA but is not missing a beat… Sandra Seitz is recuperating following
kidney issues… More than $3,000 has been transferred to UU Philippines student Karlisle Piera who
we supported through school and who looks forward
to a career as a CPA and lawyer!… Having originally
signed our Membership Book when she was a teenager, Sheri Smith has pledged to be a parishioner for life
and renewed her membership from her home in St.
Paul, MN. (Sheri’s not our only out-of-state to revive
connections via Zoom which will make it interesting
to see how we manage as reopening proceeds). —tpn
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Important Info & Ways to Stay in Touch
While the church building may be closed to face-to-face events, the church
community remains OPEN and ACTIVE! The best way to stay in communication and involved in all that is happening is to be sure you are subscribed to the First Parish Electronic lists (www.uubedford.org/communitylife/email-lists/) – especially the ParishBiz list. This Google Group sends
out important messages from church staff and leadership. And for news for
families with children and youth, we have the uubedford-re google gr oup.
If you are not subscribed, or need help in any way with subscribing to any
of the lists, send an email to: uubedford-it@googlegroups.com .
The church website (www.uubedford.org ) is updated regularly and contains
lots of useful information.
The Main Calendar of events on the website (www.uubedford.org/maincalendar/) is also being regularly updated with listings of all virtual events
happening within the First Parish community.
All events, including Worship Services, are taking place via the Zoom
(www.zoom.us ) platform. If your committee or group would like to meet
remotely, contact the church office (office@uubedford.org ) and Parish
Administrator Joan Petros will be happy to get your meeting set up.

Sunday Services on
YouTube
To find FPB services on
YouTube: Go to the church website:
www.uubedford.org. Under the pull
down menu at the top for “Worship,”
select "Sunday Services on YouTube".
You will be taken to a YouTube page
of FP Bedford videos. Click on
“Uploads” in the upper left corner for
a complete list. To put them in chronological order, click on "SORT BY" (on
the right-hand side).
The link is also sent out each week by
one of us on the Anno email list.
From the Video Team:
Bob Bass, Bob Batt,
John McClain & Webb Tilney

Below are some of the Zoom events coming up that can offer support and connection to you and yours.
(Note: Always good to check the Main Calendar and website in case any of these meeting links need to be changed.)
Day/Time
Sundays
June 6 & 13
at 10AM

Event
Sunday Worship &
Community
Connections

Hosted by
FP Staff

Sunday, June 6, Women’s Book Group
7:00PM
Weds, June 9,
Open Forum on
Vicki Gaw,
7:00PM
Budget
FP Treasurer

Details
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/936829478?
pwd=eFUrbnZYbVZoSDUrWWlRRk5TWUlFUT09
Meeting ID: 936 829 478 Passcode: 485478
by phone: +1 646 876 9923
Contact Margaret Jackson (mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com)
for Zoom info if you’d like to join.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82855396433?
pwd=UHJyT2ZqcDNwTjNjNjlOSVN6RUdhUT09
Meeting ID: 828 5539 6433 Passcode: 184826
by phone: +1 646 876 9923
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81653001718?
pwd=UE9sbHB3Q3NoTUxFVVIwbXBXdEFxUT09
Meeting ID: 816 5300 1718 Passcode: 295962
by phone: +1 646 876 9923

Sunday,
June 13 at 1PM

Congregational
Meeting

ONGOING:
Thursdays at
9:30AM

Short Stories
Discussion Group

Short Stories
Group

Open to all – If you’d like to join in the discussion, email
(office@uubedford.org) for the Zoom info

Thursdays,
5:30-6:30PM

Junior & Senior
Youth Choirs

Janet Welby

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86016021142?
pwd=RE9ucUFzTGlldE15d2szNnArTkkrUT09

Thursdays at
7:30PM
Thursdays at
7:30PM

Story Time for
Children
Adult Choir Check-in
and Rehearsal

Ministerial Staff

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/771525457

Brad Conner

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/197342633?
pwd=bVpjcUxNVHJkdnNINFoxRkJ1UlNEdz09

Ron Green,
convener
Peter Ash

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87697104799?
pwd=K2Zad1V0ZndEUCtmRDVmb2I5VUdUZz09
Open to all – If you’d like to join in, email
(office@uubedford.org) for the Zoom info

First Friday of
First Friday Potluck
ea mo at 6:30PM
First Sunday of Storytelling Group
ea mo @ 4PM
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THE WARRANT
THE FIRST PARISH IN BEDFORD, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
BEDFORD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MIDDLESEX SS:
To the Clerk, First Parish in Bedford
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby authorized and instructed to notify
the legal voters of said First Parish in Bedford in the County of Middlesex to meet remotely via Zoom on
Sunday, the thirteenth day of June, 2021, at 1:00 o’clock in the afternoon and then and there to act on the
following articles, viz:
I.

To appoint a Minutes Committee. This group of three people will be responsible for reviewing the
Clerk’s minutes of the meeting in a timely manner, prior to being presented for a vote by the parish.

II.

To hear and act upon the minutes of the Parish Meetings held on November 8, 2020 and on May 2,
2021.
To hear the reports of the Ministers, Parish Board President, Treasurer, and the Developmental
Director of Faith Development for Children.
To hear and accept the reports of committees and task forces of the Parish.
To elect a Clerk and Moderator to serve from now until the June 2022 Annual Meeting.
Nominees are: Rebecca Green Neale, Clerk; Robert Dorer, Moderator.
To elect two members-at-large to the Parish Board. Nominees are Alan MacRobert (term ending
2024) and Sarah Dorer (term ending 2024).
To elect a Treasurer. Nominee is Victoria Gaw (term ending 2024).
To elect one member to the Endowment Committee. Nominee is Brian Hart (term ending 2024).
To elect one member to the Nominating Committee. Nominee is Jaclyn Olsen (term ending 2024).
To elect two members to the Social Responsibility Council. Nominees are Marge Heckman (term
ending 2024) and Nathaniel Marcum (term ending 2024).
To adopt an Operating Budget for the fiscal year beginning June 1, 2021.
To authorize the Parish Board to approve funding for programs and services based on additional
pledges received during the first six months of the fiscal year.
To hear from any members of the congregation who have short statements (less than three minutes)
that they wish to make to the assembled group.

III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.
XI.
XII.
XIII.

You are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof at the Meeting House eight
days, including two Sundays, before the thirteenth day of June, 2021 and to return this warrant with your
doings thereon at said meeting.
Witness our hands this 26th day of May in the year 2021.
The Parish Board:
David Southard, President
Deb Bodeau, Chris Gittins, Victoria Gaw,
Alan MacRobert, Jennifer McClain, Catherine Van Praagh

