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DEADLINE in May!
Next deadline for
submissions is

May 26th

Sunday, May 2 at 10:00AM

Following the service, please stay on Zoom for a special Congregational Meeting.
See p. 2 for a Petition for the meeting.

Sunday, May 9 at 10:00AM

Sunday, May 16 at 10:00AM

“Defining Moments… and Some Stuff I Learned from My Therapist”
Rev. John Gibbons preaching
My therapist would be you, the First Parish congregation. This may be my last shot at
Bedford preachifying

Sunday, May 23 at 10:00AM

Coming of Age Service
With Sarah Klockowski
We gather to witness and affirm the experience our 9th and 10th grade youth have had in
their Coming of Age program, honoring the learning and faith formation that they traditionally share through their Credo statements. This service will be a moving and inspiring chance for the congregation to gather in witness and celebration.
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Upcoming Services (continued)
Sunday, May 30 at 10:00AM

Question Box Service
with Annie & John
Got a question? Annie and John will respond to your questions, be they theological, philosophical, political, historical, futuristic, folkloric, local, global, personal, sublime, or ridiculous. Please submit your questions by Wednesday,
May 26 to jgibbons@uubedford.org and parishministeruubedford@gmail.com. We can’t guarantee that all questions
will be answered and to some we may be clueless…but we’ll try!

Pe

on

We are reques ng a Special Congrega onal Mee ng on May 2, 2021 to hear the following ar cle listed in Warrant
below:

THE WARRANT
THE FIRST PARISH IN BEDFORD, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
BEDFORD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MIDDLESEX SS:
To the Clerk, First Parish in Bedford,
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby authorized and instructed to notify the
legal voters of said First Parish in Bedford in the County of Middlesex to meet remotely via Zoom on
Sunday, the 2nd day of May, 2021, at eleven forty-five o’clock in the morning and then and there to act on
the following article, viz:
I. To vote on a recommendation by the Committee on Ministry to confer the honorary title of Minister
Emeritus to Reverend John E. Gibbons upon his retirement from First Parish in Bedford, Massachusetts
on June 30, 2021. By conferring this honorary title, we affirm our deep gratitude and affection to Reverend John E. Gibbons for his 31 years of dynamic and innovative ministry in Bedford. We honor his tireless dedication to social justice and his care of our community – especially during this extraordinary year
of the COVID-19 pandemic. We cherish his leadership in many areas, including: the establishment of
First Parish’s relationship with our partner church in Transylvania; advocacy for immigration and climate
justice issues; and his active involvement in the Unitarian Universalist Association and the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee. In accepting this honorary title, Reverend John E. Gibbons will enter
into a covenant with each succeeding minister as to any future involvement in the church community.
You are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof at the Meeting House eight days,
including two Sundays, before the 9th day in April 2021 and to return this warrant with your doings thereon
at said meeting.
Witness our hands this fourth day of April in the year 2021.
Marge Heckman, Larry Herz, Tina Nappi, Committee on Ministry Members
Dorothy Ellis, Judi Curcio, Mark Bailey, Rich Suval, Diana Finer, Norm Heckman, FP Members
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Common Thoughts
People ask, “How’s the countdown?” Tick, tick, tick!
You may have heard me say, with respect to the genuinely bipolar, that I too am bipolar: If this job were
done yesterday, it wouldn’t be soon enough. And I
also have trouble imagining doing anything else. “So
it goes,” my mother (and Kurt Vonnegut) would say.

And you may recall this story too:
“...the magical realist story of the Zen master whom the king
commissioned to paint a painting. Again and again, the king
would ask, “Is it complete?” and the master would say,
“Wait a little more, wait a little more.”
Years passed and the king said, “It is taking too much time.
It’s not like things are easing off: Annie is organizing Is not the painting ready yet?”
groups to “process” their feelings about my departure. The master said, “The painting is ready, but I am watching
I’ve offered to provide the party hats. On my calendar you — you are not ready. The painting was ready long ago,
are four memorial services (DON’T
but that is not the point. Unless YOU are
YOU DARE!!!), two weddings, and – on
ready, to whom will I show it?”
my very last day, June 30 – three child If this job were
Then it is said that the king became
yesterday, it
dedications. I officiated at the weddings done
wouldn’t be soon
ready and the painter said, “Okay, the
of all three of the parents of these kids, enough!*
time has come.”
so it’s kinda sweet. Unlike some other of *But I also have
They entered the room — nobody else
my weddings, they’re still married!
trouble imagining
was allowed in the room. The painting
doing anything else
I did write a FAQ about my departure.
was really wonderful. It was difficult to
What, post 6/30, I can and cannot do. If
say that it was a painting — it looked
you haven’t seen it, it’s on our website.
real. The painter had done a painting of
Please let me know if you have queshills, valleys, and they looked almost
tions.
three-dimensional, as if they existed. And
by the hills there was a small path going
Given our pandemic circumstances,
somewhere
inside.
there’s no way to put a neat ribbon on
this: it’s awkward, abrupt, and not quite what any of Now comes the most difficult part of the story. The king
us would want. Yes, weird. So it goes. And we’ll asked, “Where does this road lead?”
have the best time possible.
The painter said, “I have not myself traveled yet on this road,
There’s so much I’d like to say to so many of you… but you wait, I will go and see.” And he entered the path, and
and I can’t. If there are things you’d like to say to me, disappeared beyond the hills, and never came back.
well, maybe you can or can’t. But please know that I
am available by phone and, possibly, in person until Never say never, but I too will enter the path and disappear
the end of June. Gladly I’ll meet with you so please beyond the hills.
Love,
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Small Groups about John’s Departure

More Nostalgia

Once again, a reminder that there are special small
group sessions for processing feelings around John’s
departure happening. You can find the link in emails
titled “Small Groups for John’s Departure” sent by Rev.
Annie, or by going to the Sign Up Genius link here:
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a8ab2ba46-first

Places I’ve traveled since 1990 as part of my Bedford
ministry: Hungary, Romania, Czech Republic, Germany, England, Cuba, Guatemala, Mexico, Uganda, Canada, New Zealand, Fiji, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Syria,
India, post-Katrina New Orleans and many other places
in the US.

There are many details listed in the Sign Up Genius,
such as who is facilitating, how long the groups are, and
when they are being held. If you would like to sign up
and are having difficulty, please call Annie at 309-3102341 or send me an email at agonzalez@uubedford.org

As HD Thoreau said, “I’ve traveled widely in Concord.”
—john
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Minister’s Musings
It was time to say goodbye, but four-year
old Tilden wasn’t having it. Refusing to
look at any of us, he burst into tears. He
wasn’t ready to see his cousin Moira go
after her weekend visit up in Blue Hill,
Maine. They had been playing together
for days now, being pirates and finding
ghosts in his closet, climbing all over the
outdoor playset and making elaborate imaginary concoctions in the play kitchen.
The adults hugged each other and said
how good it was to be together now that
we were all vaccinated. Moira went along
with the goodbyes too. But Tilden was too
sad and angry to address what was happening.
Goodbyes are hard. I often want to handle
them more like Tilden or more like my
paternal grandmother, who famously ran
out to press sandwiches into our hands as
my family of four piled into the moving
van to leave our home blocks from my
grandparents’ house and drive days away
from Miami, FL to central Illinois. She
shouted “you might get hungry!” and ran
back into the house so nobody would see
her cry. “None of that mushy stuff!” I can
hear her saying in my mind, though she’s
been dead now for 4 years.
I do think it is important for humans to
face the goodbyes and not run away from
them. I also think it is good not to put too
much pressure on that process. After all,
the relationship is and was what it is and
was, and the goodbye can honor that, but
it won’t change it. No matter what kind of
goodbye you get, you still have the memories and the love and, depending on the
kind of goodbye, the staying in touch and
meeting again.
So, in this season of staff departures and
maybe other important goodbyes in our
lives, let’s face the farewells and let them
be what they are, without perfectionism or
pressure, with love and intention.

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

The Bedford Lyceum
A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality, Science, and Justice
Please join us on Sunday, May 2 from 4:00pm-5:00pm via Zoom
for our monthly Lyceum presentation.
This month’s presentation is entitled “My Refugee Journey” and
will be presented by Bopha Malone.
Bedford Select Board Member and Community Activist Bopha
Malone will share her experience as a refugee to the U.S. from escaping war-torn, landmine-infested Cambodia by foot with her
mother, to reuniting with her father and brother in a Thailand refugee camp, to arriving in the United States with nothing but the
clothes on her back to achieve her family’s American Dream.
Bopha Malone is a VP and Regional Business Advisor at Enterprise Bank. She and her husband Tom and their two children,
Taevy and Caelan, moved to Bedford in 2016. In 2020 she became
the first Cambodian-American woman elected to public office in
Massachusetts as a member of the Bedford’s Select Board. She is
also the first person of color to serve on Bedford’s Select Board.
Bopha immigrated to the U.S. at the age of nine, and credits caring
mentors for helping her get to where she is today. As a firstgeneration Cambodian-American who benefited from the support
and encouragement of others, her passion is to seek opportunities
to give back and help others in the ways that she has been helped.
In addition to her work at the bank helping people create financial
success for themselves and their families, she is actively involved
with a number of non-profit organizations. She is a trustee of Middlesex Community College, Lowell General Hospital (Circle
Health), International Institute of New England, Communities for
Restorative Justice (C4RJ) and is a member of the Bedford Rotary
Club. She served as president of Women Working Wonders Fund
from 2018 to 2020, Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association
from 2013 to 2016, and in 2018 was a candidate in the election for
the U.S. House of Representatives in Massachusetts’ 3rd district.
Come and enjoy this fascinating and timely presentation!
**All First Parish in Bedford Lyceums are FREE and open to the public.
Registration is NOT required. Feel free to share this link with family or
friends who might also be interested. **
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429685798?
pwd=anAwbEtRTnFGQzM4Tm5zTS8vd2ZxQT09

Meeting ID: 834 2968 5798
Passcode: 116304
One tap mobile: +13126266799,,83429685798#,,,,,,0#,,116304#
By phone: +1 646 558 8656
Questions? Please contact Ellen Scheiner at
mountainbreeze52@gmail.com
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Musical N

Spring Stewardship Drive
“Do something today that your future
self will thank you for”
To those of you who have made your
pledges thus far, a hearty Thank You!
To those of you who have not, we ask
you to PLEASE make your decisions
and send in your pledge immediately!
For budget and planning purposes, our
pledge campaign deadline is Sunday,
May 2nd. Last year we received 234 pledges.
As of Tuesday, April 27, here is where we stand:
Total $ Pledged
Total # Pledges Received
Average $ Pledges Received
Total Extra Contribution $ Pledged
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$276,413
100
$2,684
$2,600

We are halfway to our financial goal of $526,000, but
we have had responses from far less than half of the
people who we hope to hear from. For those of you who
have not replied, someone will call to follow up with
you soon. After May 2, we will see what we as a church
community can afford to fund in the upcoming church
year. To those of you still contemplating your level and
ability of giving, it might be a good idea to reread your
hard copy or e-mail “Stewardship” packet, or request
another from the church office if needed. Whatever you
decide about this request to support First Parish, please
know that hearing from you is of great importance to
our collective future. Your donation, large, small, or in
between is crucial and appreciated.
“Giving freely and giving with a good heart will never
go unrewarded” (J. Clear)
With Gratitude from your Stewardship Committee,
Joanne Glover, Annie Gonzalez Milliken, Ron Green, Irene
Gravina, Kath McCafferty, Webb Tilney and Jihane Lefebvre

I want to give a special shout out to
our Youth Choir members who have
continued to sing through zoom rehearsals, rain and snow on their
front porches, singing in masks, and
learning music in the silence of their
living rooms. Bravo to all of you who continue to give
our congregation the special gift of song.
It’s never too late to join us as we continue to get together, working on music for this Spring and next Fall.
KidSing meets at 4:00, Juniors and Seniors meet at 5:30,
both on Thursdays.
Musically yours, Janet W elby

tes

“What a night! What bliss all about! I thank my native north
country! From the kingdom of ice, from the kingdom of snowstorms and snow, how fresh and clean May flies in!”
– Afanasy Fet (1820-1892), renowned Russian poet, regarded
as the finest master of lyric verse in Russian literature

Here’s the music for upcoming Sunday services on Zoom:
May 2, “Music Sunday”: Music Sunday will be a very
special event. Granted, we are all still waiting until we
can return to the sanctuary for one of our “usual” Music
Sunday experiences, but this year we will play video
recordings of performances from past services instead.
I have asked members of the adult choir, a few of First
Parish’s excellent instrumentalists and members of the
Music Committee to help me select pieces which they
would like to include in this service. They have chosen
favorites including the folk song, “Little Horses”, arranged by Aaron Copland; the toe-tapping spiritual
“Down by the Riverside”; Lauridsen’s “O Magnum
Mysterium”; Bernstein’s “Make Our Garden Grow”,
Verdi’s “Va pensiero”; and Gershwin’s “Slap That
Bass” as arranged by Dean Groves. It is going to be a
morning filled with good music and lots of happiness.
May 9: The music will feature videos of performances
from Stephen Sondheim’s ground-breaking musical,
“Into the Woods”, including a performance “just for us”
of the song, “Giants in the Sky”, sung by Patrick Agonito, a wonderful professional singer and actor now
starring in a production of the musical at Florida Repertory Theatre in Fort Myers, FL.
May 16: Steve Sussman will be playing piano including
“May”, a continuation of our pandemic tradition of including “monthly” movements from Tchaikovsky’s
“The Seasons”.
May 23: Music for this special service will be selected by
the Coming of Age youth.
May 30: Bob and Fran Tyler, piano and vocals, will be
providing us with their usual array of musical gems.
Would you like to join the adult choir? We meet each
Thursday evening, sometimes we sing, sometimes we
talk, sometimes we watch musical videos, but, every time
we gather, we share our stories and energy as we all deal
with life’s various situations. If you’re interested, e-mail
me at bconner@uubedford.org Let’s take advantage of
the present circumstances and continue to find positive
and uplifting ways to explore musical joy, fellowship and
connections.
Bradford Conner,
Music Director
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In Liminal Time - Thoughts from Deborah Weiner, Developmental Director - Faith Development for Children

“Intention and Reality”
I’m writing this shortly after the verdict on the George
Floyd case has come in. It is a great thing - a cause for
me to exhale, knowing that the Blue Wall of the police
cracked this time. On the other hand, as one commentator observed, it is no moment for celebration: it took an
innocent man being murdered and a year of agony and
protests and loss, to get us to this decision. All of which
has me thinking, once again, about our faith and race
issues.
When I worked for the Unitarian Universalist Association, I facilitated a workshop on congregational growth
and outreach for UU churches in the Detroit, MI area.
There were a lot of people in the room, including some
people of color. One of them was a longtime UU, an
elderly African American woman named Mildred Jackson. She was beautifully dressed, wore a hat, and sat
skeptically assessing what I had to say about outreach
and welcoming newcomers.
At a break, I went over to talk to her. “Mildred,” I said,
“Please tell me why you think UU churches don’t have
more people of color as members?” She paused and
looked me square in the eye. “It’s because you don’t
want us,” she said. “You hang up Black art on the walls,
sing spirituals during the service, and think we’re going
to come. We can get all that at a Black church. The
truth is: you don’t really want us here – and we aren’t
going to come until that changes.”
I remember blinking and gulping. Mildred’s comments
were direct and maybe a little harsh. But they felt true,
and I have never forgotten her or what she said. Sometime later, Dr. William Jones, an African American sociology professor and UU spoke on the stage at a UUA
General Assembly about anti-racism and the power imbalance that contributes to white supremacy. Using a
graphic example of oppression, he reminded the mostly
white audience that the being that is oppressed is not
having nearly as good a time in any interaction as the
person in power.
Race is hard. It is uncomfortable. It is complex and full
of elements that are not easy to resolve. As a mostlywhite culture, admittedly well-intentioned UUs too frequently don’t know what to do, what to say, how to act.
We usually mean well, but we don’t always understand
how to support real equity in a system developed to benefit those in power – and in our communities, and our
churches and social structures, that is, overwhelmingly, a
system of white supremacy and control over others.

I’ve been thinking a lot about this not just because of the
George Floyd case, or any of the most recent cases in
which innocent people have been killed by police officers. As we get ready for our General Assembly - our denominational gathering, where the amazing Stacey
Abrams will be among the speakers - those who are
working on GA are also struggling with race issues.
Here at First Parish in Bedford, there is a Black Lives
Matter banner on the church. And bless Mark Bailey
and all who show up on Friday evenings on the Common, they are people who are witnessing the importance
of defending and honoring Black lives and those of people of color in public ways.
The truth is: it’s easy work to hang up a banner. It can
be a statement of intent, a declaration of wish. But, as
my friend David Yermack reminds me, “Hope is not a
business plan.” The work of combatting white oppression in a centuries-old system will take years, quite possibly decades. That is no reason to walk away, but it is
important to recognize that this is not addressed by posting a banner, or offering one religious education class, or
looking at social justice issues for one year of a multiyear class rotation, or having an open forum discussion
on the topic. It’s the long-haul work that will effect
change.
In the ‘before times’, I started wearing a Black Lives
Matter wristband. I wanted to remind myself that I – a
privileged, cisgender Caucasian woman, have the ability
to go home to a house I chose and had the money to buy,
in a neighborhood I feel safe in, to go through airport
checks with the TSA while holding pre-check status, to
not be eyed suspiciously if I go into a store to browse.
Not all of us have that experience. Those among us who
are biracial or Asian or Black or not of a ‘dominant’ race
or culture (however that is defined, wherever you might
live) are subject to glances, questioning, being followed
by police, or worse. That statement that “all [people] are
created equal” is too often hollow.
So, in the many years to come, I hope that this congregation’s members will not give up or call it done: that the
commitment to living lives dedicated to anti-racism, anti
-oppression and multiculturalism – toward a goal of creating a beloved community of equity -- will continue. It
will take years for this to happen. I hope that you will
view this challenge, and struggle, as important enough to
want to engage in it; to be active participants on a journey which will, I pray, guide us as individuals and this
faith community toward wholeness, one day.

Deb
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There will be two more meetings of the book group this
church year. They will both be
on Zoom, but hopefully we can
start back with in person meetings this fall!
The book this month is “The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk
Kidd. We’ll discuss it on May 16 at 7pm on Zoom.
From Google Books:
“I am Ana. I was the wife of Jesus.” So begins the new novel
from the number one New Y ork Times bestselling author of
The Secret Life of Bees and The Invention of Wings, an extraordinary story set in the first century about a woman who
finds her voice and her destiny in a time of great despair and
great hope.
On June 6 we will discuss “The Giver of Stars” by Jojo Moyes,
and we’ll also choose the books and dates for the following
church year.
For any questions, please contact Margaret
(mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com or 781-275-6580).

Jackson

Social Responsibility Council –
Last Call for Proposals!
The Social Responsibility Council (SRC) has funds remaining
in our budget for the fiscal year ending May 31st. We encourage you to submit an application for a grant or a “Share the
Plate” proposal. We do not yet have a Share the Plate proposal
for June. Appropriate forms can be found on the SRC page of
the church website. Any comments or questions can be directed to Marge Heckman, SRC chair, at maheckman@gmail.com. Any new applications will be discussed at
our May 19th meeting.
Updates on Share the Plate offerings:
• February offering to Chelsea Food Bank was $1,230.
(Note: An additional amount of $1,662 was collected at
the Valentine’s Day Concert hosted by the Music Committee for a grand total of $2,893.)
• March offering to the Boston Ujima Fund was $717.
We do not yet have complete numbers for the April offering to
UU Mass Action. Your generosity continues to be amazing!
At our last meeting, the committee approved a grant proposed
by Jerry Ross to the UU Office of the United Nations for
$500. The Unitarian Universalist Association Office at the
United Nations (UUA@UN) promotes UU values and principles on a world-wide basis through international advocacy and
policy development at the UN. They are the “voice of Unitarian Universalism” at this global gathering of nations and represent a concrete mechanism for pursuing our 6th principle: the
goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for
all.
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Peace and Justice Happenings
Last month I attended the Intergenerational Spring
Seminar of the UUA Office @ the UN. The
theme was A ll In for Climate Justice: Food Equity
and Sustainability. I had little real understanding
of the role food and sustainable agriculture plays
in the climate crisis and in issues of equity and
justice. The event was a real eye-opener. There
was a rousing keynote by folks from the Soul Fire
Farm https://www.soulfirefarm.org, an AfroIndigenous community farm and educational center in Petersburg, NY. We also heard the inspiring
story of how Dr. Karambu Ringer responded to
the calamity of aids orphans in Kenya by creating
the extraordinary Tiriji foundation https://
tirijifoundation.com/about-2/. To access all the
resources from the Seminar, check this out:
https://www.uua.org/international-justice/un/
spring-seminar/past/food-equity-sustainability.
And one word about an extraordinary upcoming
conference on Saturday May 15, Prohibiting the
First Use of Nuclear Weapons, featuring such
speakers as former Defense Secretary William
Perry, Rep. Ted Liu, and our own Sen. Ed
Markey. Mark your calendar and register at http://
masspeaceaction.org/event/prohibiting-first-use-of
-nuclear-weapons/ .
Jerry Ross, Peace and Justice Committee

Film and discussion
‘The Chinese Exclusion Act”, film screening &
discussion. The Peace & Justice Committee invites you to view this topical PBS film, and then
join us on Sunday, May 16 at 5:00PM for a
ZOOM discussion. The film can be watched for
free at https://www.pbs.org/video/the-chineseexclusion-act-eixnlw/. Look for more information
in coming anno list postings.
Joe Pompei
<joepompei@comcast.net>
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Delegates!

Can’t Get Enough of The Rev. Gibbons?

UUA General Assembly & UU Urban Ministry

After much persuasion, John Gibbons (in consultation with his lovely wife, Sue Baldauf) have selected
a number of his most-significant sermons to be put
together in a book. We are pleased to announce that
the book is now almost ready for print!

We’re entitled to eight lay delegates but so far have only five
delegates to this year’s virtual
UUA General Assembly, June
23-27: Craig Jackson, Naomi
Dogan-West, Corinne Doud,
Kath McCafferty, and Holly
Hosmer…plus our professional
staff: John, Annie, Deb, and
community minister Bill Schulz.
Delegates agree to participate (to the extent they are able)
in the business of the UUA…conducted in meetings called
plenary sessions. This entails listening to reports, voting on
a variety of proposals, and – occasionally – voting. In return, First Parish agrees to subsidize the cost of registration,
$200.
Those who just want to attend workshops or graze at the
GA cafeteria of events are welcome to do so, but they pay
their own registration.
A few major events – including a Sunday morning worship
service – are open to the public without registration or cost.
So…if you’re interested in joining our team of delegates
and participating in the business of the Association, please
let me know. I hope you will!
We’re also looking for one more delegate to attend the Annual Meeting of the
UU Urban Ministry (www.uuum.org)
on May 20 at 7:30PM. Bob Schmalz and
Nancy Willett are our two delegates, and
we’re entitled to one more. Who wants
to participate in the good work of UUUM? —John

Custodial Help?
With the departure of our sanctuary guest Maria and her
sons, it’s unclear who will be doing basic custodial
services and what services we may need as we eventually
reopen. Beginning in May, we may need short-term volunteers to empty the minimal office trash, refill soap, TP, etc.
We may also need more vigorous help to deep clean
offices and other spaces. We’re not quite ready to post a
job opening, but we still need help now. If you’d like
to volunteer or make suggestions, please contact
John
(jgibbons@uubedford.org)
or
the
office
(office@uubedford.org). Thank you!

HUH?? A Collection of Sermons, Homilies, and
Calls to Action covers the best of 31 years of preaching, counseling, prodding, surprising, clowning, inspiring, and confetti-bombing people through his
ministry at First Parish. While John’s sermons benefit from his presence and delivery, reading them can
be almost as satisfying spiritually. John says, “Words
are not meaningful in and of themselves; rather they
are made meaningful when—by asking ‘huh?’—
people create meaning. People are curious, we strive
to understand; we are the ‘huh?’ asking species.”
Selling for $20, proceeds from the sale of this book
of sermons will benefit a fund for Student Interns
who come to First Parish in the future. If you would
like to PRE-ORDER a book, please send a check for
$20 to the church office (with “book of sermons” on
memo line) and we will have one for you when it is
printed! If you would like to have the book mailed to
you, please add $5 and a note with your name and
address clearly printed.
Stay tuned for more news about when HUH?? will be
available! (It can be ordered through First Parish—
OR, someday, on Amazon, going through the First
Parish Portal!).
—Nancy Daugherty

First Parish History
I have been collecting our history. Pew receipts from
1850, the Ladies Alliance minute book from 1920,
and more neat stuff. If you’re leafing through your
FP historical papers and other retrospectives, please
set aside items you think would be good in the history archives. (Did you know we have an archives?
Yes! In a fireproof cabinet downstairs). Unfortunately, there is not much room for artifacts, and we already have annual reports and orders of service. I
would love other unique and special things that exemplify First Parish (e.g., poems, original curricula,
kids’ drawings, Access for All submission, Memorial Garden design, Haunted House scripts,… Right?).
Email me and I’ll figure out how to get it from you
(I make masked house calls).
—Sharon McDonald, Church Historian
shar.mcd77@gmail.com
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A Call for FPB to Divest from Fossil Fuels
May 9, after the service: The Envir onmental J ustice Committee and the Peace and Justice Committee will be holding a discussion on divestment of our endowment fund from fossil fuels.
Back in 2015, the congregation passed a Resolution Declaring
Our Right to a Livable Climate, where we declared the continuation of extraction and burning of fossil fuels as immoral. Our endowment fund has a small percentage (in 6 out of our 17 funds)
that is invested in fossil fuels. Five of these funds have holdings
in the Carbon Underground 200. These are the top 200 coal and
oil/gas reserve owners in the world. As we stated in our Resolution, these companies are intent on using their reserves; however,
most of these reserves must remain in the ground to ensure a livable climate. Divesting from fossil fuels gets easier every year,
even if we own mutual funds and exchange-traded funds. The
website Fossil Free Funds helps investors see if their savings are
invested in dirty energy sources. It’s time to change our investment policies so that our Endowment Committee moves forward
in divesting our stock funds from fossil fuels and use. Fossil Free
Funds and similar tools to help them do so.
—Cecile Mercado

Earth Day Service 2021
Hello fellow Parishioners… we were so glad many of you were
able to join us in our Celebration of Earth as we move toward a
just and livable home. As a committee, we have created an Earth
Day service for several years and it is one of the highlights of our
work. So, while yes, we track the legislation, promote action and
change to our status quo, we also individually practice what we
preach, each in our own ways. And so, this day we gave you a
glimpse of our broader selves.
In the word of the Reverend Walker – In the Fight for Climate
Justice, We Must Persist. Persist is what we do and we invite
you to join our work as you are able, share your gifts, your true
self, we are all in this together.
We would love to hear how you choose to connect and engage
with the words of Corrine Doud’s Earth Day poem and with my
reflections...send me a note.
—Janet Powers <yapofarm@gmail.com>

From the First Parish Treasurer:
The church’s fiscal year ends on May 31.
Pledge payments for this year (the pledge
you made last Spring during the 2020 Stewardship campaign) are due by May 31.
Please let Joan Petros, Parish Administrator,
know if you find that you will be
unable to complete your pledge due to a
change in circumstances.
Thank you,
Vicki Gaw
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We are fortunate at First Parish to have a great community with many caring volunteers who can provide assistance to members who need
temporary help with shopping or dinners prepared and
delivered. If you or someone
you know at First Parish
needs temporary assistance, please let us know.
The Coordinator for the month of May is Sandy
Boczenowski. Reach her by phone: 781-2224094 (or cell 617-943-0691). You can also
reach her at sandyboz@gmail.com.
We are looking for a few more folks to act as
monthly coordinators. Please contact Rev. Annie Gonzalez or Sandy to volunteer. It is very
rewarding to see how quickly people reach out
to each other when we set up a request using
Sign Up Genius or Lotsa Helping Hands, or
simply send a request to the Anno List.

A Brief Update from the
Covid Re-opening Task Force
A task force has been formed to craft proposals for the Covid-safe re-opening of First
Parish. We hope to come up with a timeline
and operational guidelines taking into consideration guidance from health officials and the
UUA. We look forward to everyone’s input
and there will be all-congregation meetings to
keep everyone informed.
The Re-Opening Task Force has met twice and
is continuing to meet. The body consists of
Brad Conner, Bob Doud, Susan Lincoln, Joel
Parks, Bea Brunkhorst, Kath McKafferty, Sarah Dorer and Bob Batt. We are in agreement
that we want to be safe, respectful of laws and
CDC guidance, and we want to be as inclusive
as possible. We are currently trying to work
out what our guideline recommendations are
for limited building use and outdoor events.
We know there will not be full congregation
indoor gatherings until the fall. We will do our
best to get recommendations out around these
important matters!
More can be found on the FP website:
https://www.uubedford.org/updates-on-healthsafety-and-our-worshipping-community/
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Brenda - Our New Parish Administrator!
Friends…
With enthusiasm, we’re glad to announce that Brenda
Rybicki has been chosen as our next Parish Administrator, to succeed Joan Petros when Joan retires – after 26
years! – at the end of June. Brenda will begin full-time in
May so that she may shadow and be trained by Joan for
two months. Brenda has many skills and lots of office
administration experience and she’s been thoroughly interviewed by our search committee (Laurie Groves, Marcia Morgan, and Ellen Scheiner) as well as by the Board.
Many many applicants were considered (60+), and a half
dozen were interviewed.
The Parish Administrator is a critical position, much
aware of the challenge of representing the church, producing many needed things, as well as herding cats. We
think Brenda can succeed and we want to do all we can to
support her. Additionally, Brenda will handle many financial responsibilities previously held by our bookkeeper. Of course, the Board will watch this closely and adapt
position descriptions as required.
We’ll find ways of introducing Brenda to the congregation but for now, let’s celebrate!
—John

Parish Photo Directory
Those of you who have been part of First Parish for
years know that every five years or so we update our
parish “Photo Directory.” While it is time to do that
once again, in this electronic age and because of
in-person restrictions, we have moved to an electronic
directory instead.
Thank you to those of you who have logged on to the
InstantChurchDirectory site and provided a photo of
you and/or your family. However, there are many of you
who have not yet done this. As we move into the next
couple of years with new staff members, we think it is
critical for new staff to be able to identify you by face as
well as by name.
You can access the directory through the
church website: www.uubedford.org. On the
right-hand side of the homepage you will see
an icon that says “Online church directory.”
If you need coaching, Nina Wampler is the go-to person
who can help you through the process, and Nancy
Daugherty is still willing to take your picture. Emails:
nina.wampler@gmail.com and nancydaugh@aol.com.
Sarah Dorer , for the Membership Committee
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Former gregarious parishioner Bernie
Norton has died. There will be a zoom
memorial on May 23 at which John Gibbons will participate (let us know if you’d
like the zoom link)… In July, there will be
a possibly in-person memorial at Carleton-Willard for
Dorothea Webster. Annie will officiate… Richard Hyatt,
husband of parishioner Mary Hyatt, appears to be in his
last days, following a diagnosis of aggressive pancreatic
cancer… Our hearts are with the Ballou-Oates Family
upon the death of Jamie, Kati and Patrick’s brother…
We also learned recently of the death of former parishioner Carla Priest whose zoom memorial was April 24.
Likely there’s a recording… Small memorials are now
scheduled in our Memorial Garden for Dee Russell,
David and Kay McClain, and Kenny Alexander… Congratulations to Jim Smith on the birth of his first grandchild, Vance Arthur Corea-Smith!

News from the Parish Nose
Carla Bradford has started a 16week chemotherapy regimen at
MGH for a second occurrence of
breast cancer. Surgery will follow
in the early fall… We celebrate our
newest member: Stacey Katz!
Stacey is, with Susan Barnaby, an
assistant treasurer, both working with treasurer Vicki
Gaw... Nancy Forrest anticipates a move to assisted
living, likely in Billerica… Huzzah to Norm Heckman
and Craig Coldwell after recent successful heart surgeries… David Dooks and Dianne Marston have new
hips!… Laurie Groves has had foot surgery that will
require extensive healing… Delsey Sherrill is grateful
and relieved following a recent bout with a kidney
stone… A note from A rlene Germain says she and
Ellery Schempp are doing well!… Dave Packer continues at home with hospice care and continues to welcome calls, notes, and visitors… Jenn Puhle continues
to recuperate from Covid but it’s slow… Karlisle, our
UU Philippine student partner, just received “class
honors” in her school!… Bob and Sandra Seitz have
relocated: a place with more care for Bob and a house
for Sandra closer to son Evan in Boston (though she
vows to stay in the choir!)… Please keep Steve Sussman’s mother in your thoughts, as she is experiencing
health issues… The new drinking fountain and wall on
the South road side are nearly complete! –tpn

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R
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Important Info & Ways to Stay in Touch
While the church building may be closed to face-to-face events, the church
community remains OPEN and ACTIVE! The best way to stay in communication and involved in all that is happening is to be sure you are subscribed to the First Parish Electronic lists (www.uubedford.org/communitylife/email-lists/) – especially the ParishBiz list. This Google Group sends
out important messages from church staff and leadership. And for news for
families with children and youth, we have the uubedford-re google gr oup.
If you are not subscribed, or need help in any way with subscribing to any
of the lists, send an email to: uubedford-it@googlegroups.com .
The church website (www.uubedford.org ) is updated regularly and contains
lots of useful information.
The Main Calendar of events on the website (www.uubedford.org/maincalendar/) is also being regularly updated with listings of all virtual events
happening within the First Parish community.
All events, including Worship Services, are taking place via the Zoom
(www.zoom.us ) platform. If your committee or group would like to meet
remotely, contact the church office (office@uubedford.org ) and Parish
Administrator Joan Petros will be happy to get your meeting set up.

Sunday Services on
YouTube
To find FPB services on
YouTube: Go to the church website:
www.uubedford.org. Under the pull
down menu at the top for “Worship,”
select "Sunday Services on YouTube".
You will be taken to a YouTube page
of FP Bedford videos. Click on
“Uploads” in the upper left corner for
a complete list. To put them in chronological order, click on "SORT BY" (on
the right-hand side).
The link is also sent out each week by
one of us on the Anno email list.
From the Video Team:
Bob Bass, Bob Batt,
John McClain & Webb Tilney

Below are some of the Zoom events coming up that can offer support and connection to you and yours.
(Note: Always good to check the Main Calendar and website in case any of these meeting links need to be changed.)
Day/Time
Sundays
at 10AM

Event
Sunday Worship &
Community
Connections

Sunday, May 2
at 11:45AM
Sunday,
May 2
4:00-5:00PM

Congregational
Meeting
The Bedford Lyceum

Sunday, May
16, 7:00PM

Women’s Book Group

Hosted by
FP Staff

Ellen Scheiner,
coordinator

Details
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/936829478?
pwd=eFUrbnZYbVZoSDUrWWlRRk5TWUlFUT09
Meeting ID: 936 829 478 Passcode: 485478
by phone: +1 646 876 9923
Same as above – it will take place on Zoom following the
Sunday service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429685798?
pwd=anAwbEtRTnFGQzM4Tm5zTS8vd2ZxQT09
Meeting ID: 834 2968 5798 Passcode: 116304
By phone: +1 646 558 8656
Contact Margaret Jackson (mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com)
for Zoom info if you’d like to join.

ONGOING:
Thursdays at
9:30AM

Short Stories
Discussion Group

Short Stories
Group

Open to all – If you’d like to join in the discussion, email
(office@uubedford.org) for the Zoom info

Thursdays,
5:30-6:30PM

Junior & Senior
Youth Choirs

Janet Welby

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86016021142?
pwd=RE9ucUFzTGlldE15d2szNnArTkkrUT09

Thursdays at
7:30PM
Thursdays at
7:30PM

Story Time for
Children
Adult Choir Check-in
and Rehearsal

Ministerial Staff

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/771525457

Brad Conner

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/197342633?
pwd=bVpjcUxNVHJkdnNINFoxRkJ1UlNEdz09

First Friday of
ea mo at 6:30PM
First Sunday of
ea mo @ 4PM
Bi-weekly on
Sundays @ 7PM

First Friday Potluck
Storytelling Group

Ron Green,
convener
Peter Ash

Parents Support
Group

Rev Annie &
Deb Weiner

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87697104799?
pwd=K2Zad1V0ZndEUCtmRDVmb2I5VUdUZz09
Open to all – If you’d like to join in, email
(office@uubedford.org) for the Zoom info
Please contact dre@uubedford.org if you would like to
join in and need the Zoom link

