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Upcoming Services (continued)
Thursday, December 24:
at 4:00PM:

Many Ways to Celebrate: A Multigenerational Service

Our 4pm Christmas Eve service will explore the many ways to celebrate the Christmas holiday in our own communities and around the world. We are finding new ways to celebrate this year, but we are not alone in that!

at 8:00PM:

Traditional Service

In a year like no other, we are trying to preserve some of the traditions of previous Christmas Eves. This
is John’s final Christmas Eve service. It will be special. The theme will be “Lullabies” and we will end the
service with the ringing of the church bells. Please see p. 5 for a more detailed description of the music.

Sunday, December 27 at 10:00AM

“Nightmares, Dreams, and Big Magic”
Coordinated by Andrea Cleghorn and Ginny Packer
Why is this holiday seasons like no other? Do we need to count the ways? One tradition remains: the cusp service
between Christmas and New Year's. Virtual (of course), but as always, a liberal interpretation of beginnings and endings with participation by old friends, new ones along with some great music and of course laughter. And maybe a
surprise or two! We look forward to seeing you there.

Sunday, January 3, 2021 at 10:00AM
Rev. John Gibbons preaching

The Bedford Lyceum
A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality, Science, and Justice
Please join us on Sunday, December 13 from 4:00 – 5:00PM via Zoom for our monthly Lyceum
presentation. This month's talk by Brad Conner is entitled “Beethoven: We Need More (Ode to) Joy! –
Exploring a Masterpiece.”
This December 17th marks the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth! The composer has long been
considered by many to be the lynchpin of Western Music.
This presentation about the composer will focus on a musical miracle, Beethoven’s 9th Symphony – one of Beethoven’s final works – a work he composed while deaf and during significant personal struggles. Brad will explore and
concentrate on the “Ode to Joy,” one of the most significant pieces of music worldwide in almost every culture.
Brad Conner has been the Music & Choral Director at First Parish in Bedford for 16 years. Brad has a vibrant enthusiasm for all genres of music from classical to contemporary to jazz to blues, to the Great American Songbook, to
Broadway/film music, to classic rock … to all good music. Beethoven has played a major part in both his teaching and
performing backgrounds. Besides working on Beethoven solo piano works during this period of Covid, this past spring
he and Ben Sears team-taught a six-part course on Beethoven for Beacon Hill Seminars. The series proved so successful that they were asked to present an encore of the course this past fall. Brad has multiple degrees from West Virginia
University including musicology, vocal and piano performance, and teaching.
Come and enjoy this exciting presentation and add some JOY to your holidays!!
** All First Parish in Bedford Lyceums are FREE and open to the public. Feel free to share the Zoom link below with
family or friends who might also be interested in attending. ***
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429685798?pwd=anAwbEtRTnFGQzM4Tm5zTS8vd2ZxQT09
Meeting ID: 834 2968 5798
Passcode: 116304
By phone: +1 646 558 8656

Questions? Please contact Ellen Scheiner at mountainbreeze52@gmail.com
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Common Thoughts
Lately, I spend a lot of time lamenting all the things I don’t do, can’t
do, forget to do, do badly…it’s a long list. We can’t greet one another in church. You have no idea what pleasure I used to get scanning
the congregation on Sunday mornings before the service would
begin, spotting someone familiar or unfamiliar in a far or near pew,
then greeting them with glee, a friendly familiarity, a smart-aleck
remark, or a smile. Our current thing of “smiling with one’s eyes” is
over-rated. I so lament the absence of connection, contact, touch. In
a place like Carleton-Willard (sometimes to Annie’s chagrin) I used
to brag about “drive-by pastoral care,” how I could make 20 pastoral
visits in 10 minutes, just by walking down Main Street, greeting,
glad-handing, small-or-big-talk, smiling. Now there are people I
haven’t spoken with in months: long-term parishioners as well as
those new and curious, people who I know are hurting, lonely, sad.
People who’d appreciate even a small acknowledgment. Whatever
they may or may not need or want, there are so many people I miss.
I’ve let a lot of people down. I’m not brimming with clever sermon
topics. I can’t even keep up with my email.
Guilt and regret are part of the human condition, and lamentation
can be a good thing. I must, however, share these good things with
you. Oh, I know you have plenty of trouble without my adding to
your woes. But the time has come for me to remind you – and remind myself – that this ministry is a shared endeavor. Of course, I’ll
still do what I can, however lamentably. What I need from you now
is for you to reach out – not so much to me, please! – but to one another. We are not a collection of individuals reliant on a few ministers; rather we are a congregation of shared ministry.
Let us turn again to the words of Jane Addams: We are traveling, she
said, “not a sequestered byway, but by mixing on the thronged and
common road where all must turn out for one another, and at least
see the size of one another’s burdens.”
It’s familiar but very true: we need one another. All can give and all
can receive. Please make a call to someone. May I beseech each of
you to contact TWO people? (OK, just one for you lazybones.) EXTRA POINTS for people you don’t or har dly know. Email or
call the church if you need a list of contact info. Contacting just
ONE or TWO people will make a HUGE impr ession. You have
no idea how much your simplest greeting may mean.
Love...
(The above also reminds me of a Stephen Crane poem,
There Was a Man With a Tongue of Wood):
There was a man with tongue of wood
Who essayed to sing,
And in truth it was lamentable.
But there was one who heard
The clip-clapper of this tongue of wood
And knew what the man
Wished to sing,
And with that the singer was content.
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Minister's Musings
This year I did something I’ve never done
before. I ordered Christmas lights for the
outside of our house. Those who know
me well know I am not a person who is
proactive about purchases, attentive to
aesthetics or excited about outdoor projects of this type, but 2020 is a different
kind of year.
As the song goes “We need a little Christmas, right this very minute!” And we do.
This year I find myself ready to embrace
pleasure and joy with abandon, and not
just embrace it, but resource it. I made a
Christmas Tree purchasing appointment
at the local Allandale Farm and I'm terrible at making appointments. I asked my
Dad for the recipe of the Cuban Nochebuena meal my aunt cooks down in
Florida for Christmas Eve. I’m prioritizing joy.
But not just joy. Also my advent practice
of prayer and reading scripture and lighting candles. Also plans to take cookies to
friends and carol at their doors. Friends
like H who is adopting an amazing traumatized 12 year old who has grown up in
a group home and is now parenting her in
COVID isolation on virtual school which
the kid hates. Friends like my housemate’s mother who has cancer and lives
alone, isolated by COVID and struggling.
I know that some of you have similar situations of struggle, isolation and challenge. Situations of grief, loss and illness.
I know that some of you are the ones
bringing the cookies, scheduling the joy.
Some of you are both!
My hope is that if you are able, you DO
prioritize that joy, that spiritual practice,
that care for your neighbor. Schedule it in
and put it in your calendar! My hope is
that if you are able, you receive whatever
love or pleasure is offered you this
strange hard year. Haul out the holly, put
up the tree before our spirits fall again!
Fill up the stockings, we may be rushing
things but deck the halls again NOW.
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In Liminal Time

Faith Development News

Thoughts from Deborah Weiner, Development Director
- Faith Development for Children

Urgently Seeking Teachers

Cause for Celebration?
It’s the season of Advent, of anticipation and waiting, and never
has that time seemed more connected to our lives than this year.
We are awaiting approval of a vaccine for COVID-19 immunization, a presidential transition, and the possibilities that might
come from safety; and enduring more disappointment, sadness,
and loneliness as we continue to socially distance and avoid seeing our friends and loved ones.
We are still in that time of being caught between what our hearts
want, and what our heads tell us is the ‘right thing to do.’ During
the holidays that is oh, so difficult. The ministry team at First
Parish have many conversations about how to offer you the most
meaningful holiday worship services and programs that we can –
while observing every safety procedure that we can. We believe
we’ve got some nice ‘surprises’ and programs planned, and we
look forward to sharing them with you. We know it won’t be the
same as in other years. We will have a little surprise of
“Christmas Eve in a Bag” for everyone – stay tuned for more
information on that! And we’ll have a Carol Sing with Brad, and
a virtual Mural Day (c’mon, friends, make those murals and send
me the pictures!!) We are doing what we can with what we have
– and we are so glad for you to be part of it!
Faith development groups continue to meet and we expect that –
for the foreseeable future – we’ll be gathering on Zoom. Thank
you for helping your kids connect for these gatherings so that
they can see friends and continue to share some of the core beliefs of Unitarian Universalist tradition.
We are planning faith development programs for the January through May and
we are urgently in need of teachers. I
can’t sugar-coat this: if we don’t have a
few more volunteers for our teams, we
anticipate having to make changes in our programs that are likely
to result in fewer opportunities for children. So please, don’t hold
off: your few hours a month can make a great deal of difference
for our kids and our programs. Email dre@uubedford.org and say
yes to this ask, we implore you!
Our Christmas Eve family service will occur at 4PM, with participation from our First Parish children and youth – don’t miss it.
Join again at 8PM for the traditional Christmas Eve service which
Brad Conner is already hard at work on!
However you celebrate the holidays, I hope this is a meaningful
time for you and yours. I am glad to be with you, as we venture
through this time of waiting.
Faithfully,

Deb

Some of our current group of teachers
won’t be continuing through our January to May faith development session. Plainly
put: if we do not have a few more teaching volunteers, we will be forced to make changes to
our faith development program. Your few hours
of volunteerism can make a big difference.
Please, will you help? Contact Deb Weiner
(to say ‘yes’ to this opportunity!! We add our
sincere thanks to all those who are already contributing to our Faith Development program as
teachers, mentors, advisors. It takes a village
and we are grateful to you all!

Mural Day Goes Virtual!
We hope your kids will want to create a minimural (ideal size: 18 x 24 inches) of a holiday
scene of their choice. They can use watercolor,
acrylic, pencil, crayon, marker, pastel, or something else like mosaic treatments! Once they
have created their piece, please help them by
taking a picture of their art and send it - by
December 5th - to dre@uubedford.org. We
will turn their art into slides for our worship services and find other ways (website! Facebook!
Instagram!) to share the art they create. If they
want to share the art further we can post the art
in the windows of the sanctuary facing outward
so that passers-by can see it.

Family Christmas Eve Worship - 4 PM!
Please join us for a family Christmas Eve worship service at 4PM on December 24th. There
will be lots of music, images, and meaningful
stories to share, including candle lighting. And
of course our 8PM traditional Christmas Eve service will follow – details will be forthcoming!!

December 20 All Ages Worship; No FD
programs on December 27
On December 20 we focus on the theme of
“Stillness” for our All Ages worship service at
10AM, which will also honor the Winter Solstice
(the shortest day of the year). Please note that
there will be no Faith Development programs on
December 27 – we hope you enjoy the time off
(there WILL BE a Sunday morning worship
service at 10AM that day!)

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

Music
Notes
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Here’s the music for upcoming services on Zoom –
Sunday, Dec. 6 (10AM): The prelude will feature Carol Epple-flute, Elizabeth Connorsclarinet and me playing “December: Noël” from Tchaikovsky’s “The Seasons” from a service
in December 2018. In celebration of the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth, Robert Noble
and I will play organ/piano duets of some famous tunes for the offertory and postlude, the latter being a rousing arrangement of the famous “Ode to Joy”.

Sunday, Dec. 13 (10AM): In honor of Hanukkah, Buffie & Dean Groves will lead us in the beloved
song, “Light One Candle.” The adult choir will be singing an upbeat arrangement of “Hine Mah Tov”
from a service in January 2019, and we will see a new video of the Israeli dance “Katonti”, danced by Dorothy
Anderson-Perales, Ann Budner, and Anne Schwartz, recorded on the Bedford Common on October 24, 2020.
Thursday, Dec. 17 (special event at 7PM): Every year I host a Holiday Carol/Song Sing-Along. Usually, it’s on a
Sunday morning, but this year it will be on a Thursday evening. I plan to make it a fun event for
all ages, and even if everyone is on mute much of the time, I promise a lively and tune-filled
time of delightful festive favorites. Come dressed in your best gay apparel and join me, Steve
Sussman, Bob & Fran Tyler and some surprise guests as we celebrate the joy of the holidays.
Join by Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87963831782?pwd=T2tyZ1ZINXVDL21qNmNZck1iWVprdz09
Sunday, Dec. 20 (10AM): Some of the music will include an encore showing of “Spirit of Life,” arranged by Dean
Groves, sung by Cynthia Mork with soprano saxophone accompaniment by Ian Carroll, danced by Dorothy Anderson
-Perales, Ann Budner, and Anne Schwartz, recorded on the Bedford Common in front of First Parish on October 24,
2020. Mina Bostwick will play “Find a stillness” on violin, and Bob & Fran Tyler will perform “Let It Snow.”
Thursday, Dec. 24 (4PM): There will be musical contributions from many of our beloved First Parish community.
You’ll hear members of our Youth Choirs singing a holiday medley in a video created by youth choir director, Janet
Welby. We will also have music presented by the Faulkner-Carrolls, the Okamotos, Rylan Nichols, Steve Sussman,
me and a rousing postlude on organ by Robert Noble.
Thursday, Dec. 24 (8PM): This service will feature music based on the theme of lullabies, an idea given to me by
onetime FP Assistant Minister Sylvia Stocker all the way back in 2005. Besides a Christmas Carol or two, musical
contributions for the service will feature Dorothy Anderson-Perales dancing to Chopin, David Moore playing “Away
in a Manger” on the saw, Larry Herz, Buffie Groves, Laura Kalb and Carol Krusemark singing “Sleep Little Baby”
with words from a poem by Christina Rosetti and Robert Noble and I playing an organ/piano duet arrangement of the
cherished carol, “What Child Is This?” We will also feature a new video featuring the adult choir singing Randall
Thompson’s “Nowell” and “Lullaby,” the latter sung by Cynthia Mork. To give us a sense of traditional normalcy,
Carol Epple-flute and Elizabeth Connors-clarinet will play “Silent Night,” and the service ending with the ringing our
prized Blinn bell.
Sunday, Dec. 20 (10AM): Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
Isn’t it time to think about joining the adult choir? We meet each Thursday evening, sometimes we sing, sometimes
we talk, sometimes we watch musical videos, but every time we share our stories and energy as we all deal with life’s
present situations. If you’re interested, e-mail me at bconner@uubedford.org Let’s take advantage of the circumstances we’ve been given and find ways to discover musical joy.
Bradford Conner, Music Director

David Moore Art Auction
The Music Committee would like to send a big “thank you!” to all who helped with the virtual auction of David Moore’s works on November 7. The Music Committee raised over
$2,400 for First Parish, even in these unprecedented times! Many thanks go to
Janet Welby for having the idea, and of course to David for his generous contribution of 22 works of art. We could
not have done it without Delsey Sherrill’s can-do attitude and technical expertise; George Epple’s support with advertising and publicity; and Mike Boczenowski’s help with the Wayside Pulpit and sandwich board. Kudos to Brad
Conner and Webb Tilney for assembling choir videos and making the “live” online auction lots of fun!
Bea Brunkhorst, on behalf of the Music Committee
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Action Reflection Circles

From the Peace & Justice Committee

We had our first regular meeting of our newly formed
Action Reflection Circle on November 17. The group is
open to anyone who is working on creating social change
or who is looking to get more involved. It’s not too late to
join this group where we learn from one another and make
commitments in line with our values. If you are interested,
contact Annie at agonzalez@uubedford.org or 309-3102341. Our next meeting will be 7:30PM on December 15.

WHAT’S NEXT? TELL US!

Many of our small group
ministries have been meeting
regularly on zoom for
months, some as often as
once a week! These groups
are a wonderful resource and
I want to make sure they are
open to more people so I'm
hoping we can launch at least one new group in January
2021 for the new year. Interested? Please contact Annie at
agonzalez@uubedford.org or 309-310-2341.

We need you and/or your input. We meet the First
Tuesday of the month from 7:00 to 8:30PM on
Zoom. Our mission is to study, educate, and act
upon social justice and peace issues pertinent to our
UU values. We sponsor documentaries that deal
with social justice issues, as well as speakers and
venues for social and political outreach. Your presence and energy would add a lot to our committee.

All-Church Book Discussions - Jan. 24 & 26
Coordinated by the Environmental Justice Committee
Whether or not you read Naomi Klein’s book “On Fire:
The Burning Case for a Green New Deal,” join one (or
both) of the following dates to participate in a discussion
on the themes in her book. All welcome!
➢ Sunday, Jan. 24, 3-4PM
➢ Tuesday, Jan. 26, 7:30-8:30PM
Note: Zoom link to be sent out on the church announcement list closer to event.
“On Fire: The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal gathers more than a decade of her impassioned writing for the
first time and pairs it with new material on the surprisingly high stakes of our immediate political and economic
choices. Delving into topics ranging from the clash between ecological time and our culture of “perpetual now,
“ to the soaring history of humans evolving rapidly in the
face of grave threats, to rising white supremacy and fortressed borders as a form of “climate barbarism,” this is a
rousing call to action for a planet on the brink.”
RSVP’s optional, but encouraged for planning. It would
be great if you could let Holly Hosmer know which
discussion(s) you plan to join.
Contact Holly at
hilaryhosmer300@gmail.com or 781-275-1630
Thanks,
Corinne Doud
on behalf of First Parish Environmental Justice Committee

Following the lead of John Gibbons’ ‘What’s Next’
theme, our Peace and Justice Committee is asking
the same questions. Where do we go from here?
What are the social justice issues which most need
our attention? With such a large umbrella of concerns, how can we be effective with such a small
committee?

Can’t see yourself joining? How about helping us
to focus on a couple of “hot topics” for the new
church year, we have a myriad of suggestions to
choose from, and we can’t focus on them all.
Which three would you prefer to work on (or that
we work on together)? Or, is your topic of greatest
concern not even on our list?
Topics for Concern:
♦ Voter Suppression & Campaign Reform
♦ Gun Violence
♦ Peace & Nuclear Disarmament
♦ Justice in the Middle East
♦ Immigration Justice
♦ Economic Justice
♦ Racial Justice
♦ Climate Emergency
♦ Criminal Justice & Police Reform
Please email Joe Pompei, joepompei@comcast.net
with you thoughts, or for additional information.

Access for ALL
Hello, all! Our closed captioning for ZOOM meetings project is moving ahead. Each of the three candidate programs has been reviewed, and we’re in the
midst of field testing each. Our goal is to get information about each with recommendations to the
Leadership Team and the Board before the new
year. So, stay tuned!
Lee Vorderer

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R
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Social Responsibility Council Update

Holiday Cards of First Parish

The Social Responsibility Council (SRC) awarded funds to three grant proposals at our October and November meetings. These included:
• Concord Prison Outreach Holiday Gift Bag Project (submitted by
Joanne Glover) – Due to COVID-19 restrictions, donations of goods
are not possible this year. Funds will be used to buy items normally
donated and to assemble and deliver the bags.
• UU Urban Ministry Believe in Success Program (submitted by Bob
Schmaltz and Rev. Mary Margaret Earl) – Believe in Success delivers
trauma-informed job readiness programming for survivors of domestic
violence and has been funded by SRC in previous years.
• Massachusetts Housing & Shelter Alliance’s “Housing and Healthy
for Good” (HHG) program (submitted by Ellen Scheiner) – HHG is
a low-threshold, permanent supportive housing initiative for chronically homeless individuals. It also contains funding for permanent housing programs for LGBTQ unaccompanied homeless young adults and
transitional age youth.
• Jon Sills African American and Latino Tenacity Challenge 2021
(submitted by Sarah Dorer) – The Tenacity Challenge is an academic
scholarship competition for Latino and African-American students
sponsored by the Bedford Public Schools.

Years ago, we took some of Carlton
SooHoo's beautiful photos of First Parish and turned them into Holiday
Cards. In other words, merchandising.
We ended up buying more than we
sold, so we still have a bunch of cards.

Approval was also given for the following Share the Plate proposals:
• December: The Malala Fund (proposed by Corinne Doud ) – This
foundation was created by Malala Yousafzai in 2013 to champion every girl’s right to 12 years of free, safe and quality education. The Fund
impacts the most vulnerable girls across the globe who are denied an
education.
• January: Isidro Macario Education Fund (pr oposed by Maur een
Richichi) – Our Guest in Sanctuary’s eldest son, age 26, was deported
to Guatemala in February 2018. Isidro is currently working toward a
college degree in teaching ESL to young children. Funds have been
raised from individual donors and sanctuary coalition congregations
for his university tuition and fees. Additional funds are needed to allow Isidro to be able to finish his requirements to graduate in December of 2022. It is hoped that that a share the plate might net costs for a
month of educational support, which is about $253.
The SRC again invites all parishioners to think about social outreach projects of education and awareness, service, and social action that you might
like to propose for funding this year.
We have not received any additional proposals for Share the Plate, whereby
we donate half the collection from the first Sunday of the month to a worthy cause selected by you. If your proposal is selected, we ask that you or
someone from the organization you are proposing give a brief overview to
the congregation during the service on the first Sunday. The committee voted to award funds from the November first Sunday to the Bedford Food
Pantry since there were no proposals to consider. Please think about submitting your suggestions for a Share the Plate offering. Full info about how
to submit an application for a grant or Share the Plate proposal and appropriate forms can be found on the SRC page on the church website.
Any comments or questions can be directed to Marge Heckman, SRC chair,
at maheckman@gmail.com.

Well… with people stuck at home, and
our new appreciation of the postal service, plus other fundraising activities
curtailed we thought we’d try again.
Come all ye faithful and buy some
First Parish Holiday cards and spread
the word, while supporting First Parish, and the postal service.
We have 3 different cards. As much as
I would love to say supplies are limited...They're not!
Suggested donation $1 per card. Tell
us how many you want and we’ll figure out the best way to get them to you.
Contact Gene: gene.kalb@gmail.com

1

2

3
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Sanctuary News
Our beloved Guest, Maria, continues to live in our
church building, facing each day with resiliency, faith
and hope for a better future. In January 2021 she will
have been with us – and away from her family – for
three years. But there are bright spots. Her son, Anthony, has a new job and is doing well. Saul, her
youngest, recently passed his HiSET tests with flying
colors to graduate from his High School Equivalency
program. Maria was so proud that two of her sons
were able to vote in the recent election. Living in a
closed church is challenging, and Maria is supported
by contacts with family, sanctuary volunteers, her
English tutors and the sanctuary committee via phone
calls, zoom and other social media, and cards from
our Coalition volunteers. Maria is also involved with a
National Sanctuary Collective working to influence
the Biden administration to free those in sanctuary.
Here’s the Collective’s video of the guests speaking to
Biden: https://youtu.be/j8SVlnJas5g.

Supporting the Wish Project
This year First Parish is supporting the Wish Project
led by Michele Waldron. Some of you have already
joined in by accessing Michele’s emails. The best
part of this Wish Project is that the families will receive the specific items they need. Using Michele’s
emails you may temporarily find that all items are
spoken for, but check again as more needs are posted.
In the past years we have heavily supported the Lowell Transitional Living Center. THIS YEAR, please
give your energy to the Wish Project to alleviate the
needs of families.
Thank you for your support.
—Sandy Ferreira
saferr2@comcast.net

Stewardship Reminder

This Fall, a Sanctuary Coalition fundraiser was held in
order to continue our support of Maria and her family
in the coming months. Our fundraising continues.
Your gifts sustain Maria while she continues to seek
justice, help her sons get fully on their feet during this
pandemic time and assist her son in Guatemala with
unexpected medical debt. Checks can be made out to:
First Parish Bedford, with “Sanctuary” in the memo
line, and mailed to 75 The Great Road, Bedford, MA
01730. All donations are tax deductible. Your continued support and generosity are greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your generosity during the
2020-21 pledge drive. Pledge payments and
donations are always needed. You can send
a check by mail to First Parish Bedford,
75 The Great Road, Bedford, MA 01730 or donate electronically using Give Plus or by texting 1-833-765-0091 on
your smart phone (credit card information will be required).
For additional info, see: www.uubedford.org/giveplus
Thank you!
Vicki Gaw, FP Treasurer

Maureen Richichi and Judi Curcio
for the Sanctuary Committee

We are fortunate at First Parish to have
a great team of volunteers who provide
assistance to members who may need
temporary help with shopping, meals
delivered, or a ride to a medical
appointment. During December, you
can contact this month's coordinator, Joan Turnberg at 781275-6963 or joan.turnberg@verizon.net. You can also call
our central Google Voice number: 781-222-4094.
—Sandy Boczenowski

We won’t have a book
group meeting in
December, but we are
working on ideas for a
virtual swap on January 10. Details to follow in January’s Parishioner.
The meetings set for 20201 are:
Virtual Book Swap - January 10
In Regalia (Erin McCormick) - February 21
Unaccustomed Earth (Jhumpa Lahiri) - March 21
The Tattooist of Auschwitz (Heather Morris) April 18
The Book of Longings (Sue Monk Kidd) - May 16
The Giver of Stars (Jojo Moyes) - June 6
Please contact Margaret Jackson with any questions:
mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com / 781-275-6580.

A reminder to everyone that if you plan
on shopping on Amazon, First Parish
can earn rewards on your purchases.
Simply go to Smile.Amazon.com and
enter First Parish of Bedford as your charity. We r eceive quarterly donations directly from Amazon all year
long – not just at this time of year. A very easy fundraiser
for the church!
You can also go through the First Parish website. Click on
“Shop to Support First Parish” from the homepage.

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

After a long saga with brain cancer, Mike
Robinson died on Nov. 16. Our thoughts are
with his wife Suzanne Paradis and their kids,
Ian and Hugh of whom he was most proud.
Mike’s passion was as a biology and physics
teacher at Needham High School. John Gibbons officiated
at a “green burial” graveside service and there will be a
celebratory zoom memorial on December 6 at 5pm (link
to be distributed)… Our thoughts are also with Deb Picciuto and her daughters Sarah and Elizabeth Watson following the death of Deb’s mother Clare at age 104. Clare
was living in her home in North Reading where she had
lived since 1953. Clare received her high school diploma
at age 100 and celebrated in our Common Room. She attributed her longevity to olive oil and apples. At services,
Joanne Glover played bagpipes and John Gibbons coofficiated with the Catholic priest from St. Theresa's…
John also officiated at a Lexington graveside service for
Bedford resident and friend of First Parish Jim Purvis on
December 1. Jim was a well-known “bookie” friend of the
Bedford Public Library, a biblical scholar (John Gibbons’
BU professor in 1970!), and jazz aficionado. Our thoughts
are with his wife Adele and their blended families… Also
in our thoughts is Megan Lynes whose grandmother died
recently. Bedford’s Episcopal priest Chris Wendell officiated at a graveside service… Sadly, too, Tina Nappi’s step
-father has died, only two months after her mother’s death
in September… Our thoughts are also with Maria, our
sanctuary guest, on the recent death of her long-term beloved pastor Cristobal Garcia who died of Covid. He had
baptized her children and been important in their lives.
She’s very sad.
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News from the Parish Nose
The Biden Administration has nominated Neera Tanden, who grew up in
Bedford and at First Parish, to be the
next Director of the Office of Management and Budget.
Because of her partisanship, she is expected to face a
hard confirmation fight. Neera has been the president of
the Center for American Progress and, a few years ago,
was our annual Spirit of Democracy speaker… Bob
Doud is recovering well at home after “being as sick as
he’s ever been” with Covid… Nancy W illett and Nancy
Forrest are both home after hospitalizations… Christine
Bennett's dad is staying with them while he continues his
IV antibiotics after a bad fall at home… Among their
annual awards, Bedford Cable TV awarded an “Oscar”
to their “most inspiring news guests,” Ryan Kiessling,
Sarah Dorer, and John Gibbons for their interview
about Covid Testing Tuesdays… Recently, FAA
licensed drone pilot and renowned photographer Joe
Turner (https://josephturner.smugmug.com) had hoped
to fly over FPB but was denied FAA permission to
launch. Surrounding areas are divided into small grids
with differing permitted heights to fly. Alas, the FPB
grid is 0’… The Bedford Historic District Commission
has given approval for the installation of an ADAapproved drinking fountain, semi-circular stone wall,
and bike racks adjacent to our Memorial Garden… Early
last Sunday, Dot Ellis went to Lahey ER with a kidney
infection, possibly due to a stone. She is responding to
treatment… HV A C systems at church are being retrofitted with protective MERV13 filters… —tpn

Covid Testing Tuesdays Continue!
For the foreseeable future, there will be COVID-19 testing at
the church every Tuesday. ALL are welcome regardless of
town of residence, affiliation, symptomology, or ability to pay.
Register on-line: www.bedfordresearch.org/product/first-parish
More than 2,000 people have been tested, of whom only a few were positive…
AND asymptomatic – exactly the reason for universal testing! This testing is a
collaboration between the Bedford Research Foundation and First Parish in
accordance with Gov. Baker’s Task Force encouragement of universal testing.
Though the subsidized cost of the test is $95 and a form is included with the
results that may be submitted to insurance, First Parish also offers – thanks to
generous donors – to subsidize anyone for whom cost is a hardship.
Though we had been offering free testing to Bedford teachers and Town employees, this has been discontinued due to overwhelming demand and being
financial unsustainable by private donors. As is happening in other towns, we
hope and will continue to seek alternative funding options.
Please pass this information on to anyone who might be interested! Contact
fpjohng@gmail.com with any questions.

Plans for January …
and Beyond
Due to continued spikes in Covid,
the meetinghouse remains closed to
most activities, including all group
meetings. The Leadership Team
will re-evaluate regularly, but reentry is unlikely before spring, if
then. Questions about specific
activities should be directed to
John.
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Important Info & Ways to Stay in Touch
While the church building may be closed to face-to-face events, the church
community remains OPEN and ACTIVE! The best way to stay in communication and involved in all that is happening is to be sure you are subscribed to the First Parish Electronic lists (www.uubedford.org/communitylife/email-lists/) – especially the ParishBiz list. This Google Group sends
out important messages from church staff and leadership. And for news for
families with children and youth, we have the uubedford-re google gr oup.
If you are not subscribed, or need help in any way with subscribing to any
of the lists, send an email to: uubedford-it@googlegroups.com .
The church website (www.uubedford.org ) is updated regularly and contains
lots of useful information.
The Main Calendar of events on the website (www.uubedford.org/maincalendar/) is also being regularly updated with listings of all virtual events
happening within the First Parish community.
All events, including Worship Services, are taking place via the Zoom
(www.zoom.us ) platform. If your committee or group would like to meet
remotely, contact the church office (office@uubedford.org ) and Parish
Administrator Joan Petros will be happy to get your meeting set up.

Sunday Services on
YouTube
To find FPB services on
YouTube: Go to the church website:
www.uubedford.org. Under the pull
down menu at the top for “Worship,”
select "Sunday Services on YouTube".
You will be taken to a YouTube page
of FP Bedford videos. Click on
“Uploads” in the upper left corner for
a complete list. To put them in chronological order, click on "SORT BY" (on
the right-hand side).
From the Video Team:
Bob Bass, Bob Batt,
John McClain & Webb Tilney

Below are some of the Zoom events coming up that can offer support and connection to you and yours.
(Note: Always good to check the Main Calendar and website in case any of these meeting links need to be changed.)
Day/Time
Sundays
at 10AM

Event
Sunday Worship &
Community
Connections

Hosted by
FP Staff

Friday, Dec. 4,
6:30PM
Sunday,
Dec. 13
4:00-5:00PM

First Friday Potluck

Ron Green,
convener
Ellen Scheiner,
coordinator

The Bedford Lyceum

Brad Conner

Details
NOTE: New URL as of 10/26/20:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/936829478?
pwd=eFUrbnZYbVZoSDUrWWlRRk5TWUlFUT09
Meeting ID: 936 829 478 Passcode: 485478
by phone: +1 646 876 9923
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87697104799?
pwd=K2Zad1V0ZndEUCtmRDVmb2I5VUdUZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429685798?
pwd=anAwbEtRTnFGQzM4Tm5zTS8vd2ZxQT09
Meeting ID: 834 2968 5798 Passcode: 116304
By phone: +1 646 558 8656
Join by Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87963831782?
pwd=T2tyZ1ZINXVDL21qNmNZck1iWVprdz09
By phone: +1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 879 6383 1782 Passcode: 992800
Join by Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929215793?
pwd=akduSWwvUkZ5TEFsajZHTXZjd1VyUT09
By phone: +1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 839 2921 5793 Passcode: 394073
Join by Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86462988942?
pwd=RWJtZis5SjByUjFFaE5LMXNxazFQQT09
By phone: +1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 864 6298 8942 Passcode: 569244
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86016021142?
pwd=RE9ucUFzTGlldE15d2szNnArTkkrUT09

Thursday,
Dec. 17, 7PM

Holiday Sing-Along

Thursday,
Dec. 24, 4PM

Multigenerational
FP Staff
Christmas Eve Service

Thursday,
Dec. 24, 8PM

Traditional Christmas
Eve Service

FP Staff

Thursdays,
5:30-6:30PM

Junior & Senior Youth
Choirs

Janet Welby

Thursdays at
7:30PM
Thursdays at
7:30PM

Story Time for
Children
Adult Choir Check-in
and Rehearsal

Ministerial Staff

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/771525457

Brad Conner

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/197342633?
pwd=bVpjcUxNVHJkdnNINFoxRkJ1UlNEdz09

