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*All via Zoom - See www.uubedford.org/worship/upcoming-services/

Sunday, May 3 at 10:00AM

Sunday, May 10 at 10:00AM

Blessing of the Animals (and Plants!)
Join us on Mother’s Day in a multi-age celebration of the ways in which we nurture and
love our animals (and plants too!). We will remember our pets who have passed, welcome and bless those who are with us now, and honor “stuffies and lovies” AND – for
those who don’t have any of those in the house – beloved plants! We’ll hear a stirring
isolation rendition of Bernstein’s “Make Our Garden Grow” and, honoring our connection to Unitarians and UUs around the world, we hope to be joined by Zsolt Lurtz, the
new minister in Abásfalva, Transylvania. Join us to celebrate spring and our beloveds!

Sunday, May 17 at 10:00AM

“We Are the Meaning Makers”
How do we UUs make meaning of the universe and our lives? This year Doug Muder
and Annie Gonzalez Milliken have offered an adult RE course called Deepening in UU.
This service will respond to themes from the course and offer the congregation the opportunity to do a little learning, spiritual practice and reflection.

Upcoming Services continued on next page—

The Parishioner is published monthly. Deadline is generally the last Sunday of each month. Send submissions to: editors@uubedford.org.
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Upcoming Services (continued from page 1)
Sunday, May 24 at 10:00AM

“Decoration Day and Prophetic Mourning”
On this Memorial Day weekend we have much to mourn and much to remember. The old tradition of “Decoration
Day,” where families would take their picnics to the graves of loved ones to plant flowers, share stories and remember,
is our inspiration for this multi-age service. Steve Sussman will play the piano, and we will continue our "We Are One
- Around the World" theme with a visit from Unitarian Nangroi Suting, who lives in the Khasi Hills of India.

Sunday, May 31 at 10:00AM
On May 31 we'll be on the cusp of summer – stay tuned for more details on this worship service. We will be joined by
cellists Nathan Kimball and Nancy Hair, and we hope to welcome former Bedford assistant minister Maud Robinson
who now serves a Unitarian church near Sheffield, England.

Common Thoughts
One of the great secrets to happiness, almost universally
applicable, is to lower our expectations! When I asked
Maud Robinson to make a short video greeting for us,
our former assistant minister and now Unitarian minister
in Sheffield, England, worried about our technical expectations. I admonished her, “Professionalism is not allowed!” Whether our challenges are technical, personal,
familial, or spiritual, none of us are at our best always
right now. Even as we are sometimes hopeful, our nerves
can be frayed, we can be afraid, and our moods are variable. A friend of mine used to encourage patience,
“You’ve got to take human beings into account!” And
so we do. In these difficult days, our First Parish community will be known by how we love one another, how we
practice forgiveness, and how we help one another.
I am immensely proud of how well we are functioning
now. Our staff and lay leadership have risen to the occasion. Attendance at our services has consistently exceeded “normal” attendance. Small groups, religious education, committees, social action, adult education, community service, and pastoral care are stronger than ever.
While much of our planning must be tentative, we think
it is likely that we will not be meeting in person for the
remainder of this church year, and possibly not until September. We expect very gradual reopening with a succession of stop/starts. We will get better at virtual communications, whether we like it or not. Small groups will be
ever more important ways for us to connect. A short
clever video produced by the minister of our UU Church
in Oak Ridge, TN depicts new realities. The video is a
little too professional, but I like it anyway:
https://tinyurl.com/y8vptgf4 .
The financial reality of First Parish, like so much else, is
hard to predict. Our stellar Treasurer, Maggie Debbie,
with our Finance and Endowment Committees, are as on
top of it as is possible. There is unexpected generosity,

and there is the hard reality that rental income has vanished, along with that from special events and fundraisers.
The impact on current and future giving is hard to predict.
Those able to pledge toward our coming year’s budget are
encouraged to be as generous as possible: https://
www.uubedford.org/annual-pledge-form/. For my part, as
a big part of our budget, I have decided to return to First
Parish 50% of my salary for the period March-May, to
reassess thereafter, and to make a one-time 50% increase
in my pledge for fiscal ’21. I do so without anyone’s encouragement and because I believe in our progressive and
loving mission, and because my personal circumstances
allow this. I expect no one to emulate my decision, and
yet I do expect all of us to do the best we can.
I began by encouraging all of us to lower our expectations, and I will practice what I preach. I also know that
this pandemic has produced heroes who exceed expectations: certainly but not only front-line health care providers, first-responders, grocery clerks, and service workers
but, as well, a kind of heroism has been called upon from
those who live alone, on parents, on kids and youth and
elders, on neighbors, on each and all, and by so many
more - immigrants, prisoners, those in inner cities, and
those who live in poverty, danger, and insecurity.
A recent review of a book about female nurses who
served in WWI concludes: “(Their example) reminds us
that people can rise to an occasion, that the biggest advances - for medicine, for humanity - can come during the
toughest times, as a result of the toughest times. It reminds us that great courage and great ingenuity are possible even when the world feels very dark.”
By your shining example, I know this to be true.

John Gibbons (jgibbons@uubedford.org)
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The Bedford Lyceum
A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality, Science, and Justice
The Lyceum welcomes you to:

“Bedford TV”
Wednesday, May 6 - 7:00PM
Katie Duval, Executive Director of Bedford TV, will
discuss the future of cable TV and her plans for the station going forward.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/329735780?
pwd=NUVXaXlnSFNFYlo4b0tPNFBTUkFQQT09
Meeting ID: 329 735 780
Password: 206864
Join by phone:
1-646-876-9923 - Passcode: 329735780#
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“Good Bones”
Life is short, though I keep this from my children.
Life is short, and I’ve shortened mine
in a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,
a thousand deliciously ill-advised ways
I’ll keep from my children. The world is at least
fifty percent terrible, and that’s a conservative
estimate, though I keep this from my children.
For every bird there is a stone thrown at a bird.
For every loved child, a child broken, bagged,
sunk in a lake. Life is short and the world
is at least half terrible, and for every kind
stranger, there is one who would break you,
though I keep this from my children. I am trying
to sell them the world. Any decent realtor,
walking you through a real shithole, chirps on
about good bones: This place could be beautiful,
right? You could make this place beautiful.
—Maggie Smith

Stewardship

These times are scary. But we can
handle it together. Keep us strong.
Please pledge generously.

Your pledge makes it possible for First Parish to:
live its values
prepare our children to live lives of meaning and purpose
maintain and improve the beau ful building inherited from previous
genera ons
pay our staﬀ fair wages in accordance with UUA guidelines
make beau ful music
provide inspiring and though ul Sunday services
promote the jus ce we want to see in the world through our Sanctuary
program
protect our environment for future genera ons with our Solar Panel
project
organize social events that strengthen the bonds of community
make our programs accessible to people with a wide range of abili es

Dearest Friends,
We hope to successfully conclude the 2020 - 2021 Stewardship Campaign by May 3rd.
As of April 29, we have received just 124 of the roughly 300 pledges we anticipate, so we have quite
a way to go. Generous parishioners have also added 25 one-time pledges to help out in this unprecedented time. Still, at our current pledged total of $330,125, we are far below the $517,000 needed
for our budget requests.
We ask that you make your pledge today and that you give as generously as you are able at https://
www.uubedford.org/community-life/stewardship/.
With deepest gratitude —
Your Stewardship Committee: Dawn LaFrance-Linden, Doug Muder,
Chris Gittins, Betsy Gardella, Schorr Berman, Jim Smith, Jeffrey White
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“When I hear music, I fear no
danger. I am invulnerable. I see
no foe. I am related to the earliest of times, and to the latest.”
– Henry David Thoreau,
American essayist, poet, philosopher
and transcendentalist (1817-1862)

Here is a partial list of music planned for upcoming
Sunday services at 10 a.m. on Zoom:
May 3 (Music Sunday): In the tr ue spir it that nothing can keep us down, music from our choirs from previous Music Sunday services along with words from
our First Parish ministers, RE director and various First
Parish musicians will be featured. The original theme of
the service was simply “Joy”. That theme is changed to
reflect our current situation; now the theme is “Joy
AND Hope”. Come be with us as we celebrate in words
and music these two very important desires.
May 10: Focusing on the theme of animals and
plants, the music featured will be provided by Mina
Bostwick - violin, the irrepressible stylings of the vocal/
piano team of Bob and Fran Tyler, and we will end the
service with an uplifting video of the song Bernstein’s
“Make Our Garden Grow” from “Candide”.
May 17: Steve Sussman will be playing piano
and Carol Epple - flute will also provide a musical interlude.
May 24: Steve Sussman will be playing piano.
May 31: Nathan Kimball and Nancy Hair, cellists, will
play. Duets? Solos? Who knows. Come to the service
and hear beautiful music by more of our very own musicians.
Bradford Conner, Music Director

From the First Parish
Treasurer:
The church's fiscal year
ends on May 31. Pledge
payments for this year (the
pledge you made last
Spring during the 2019
Stewardship campaign) are
due by May 31. Please let
Joan Petros, Parish Administrator, know if you find
that you will be unable to complete your pledge due to
a change in circumstances.
Requests for reimbursement should also be submitted by May 31.
Thank you,
Maggie Debbie

Folks…
Do you remember about a hundred years ago, back in late
February? I asked who might
be interested in attending or
being a delegate to the UUA
General Assembly, originally
scheduled for June 24-28 in
Providence, RI.
Of course, this will now be our very first virtual GA! Oh
joy. Check it out: https://www.uua.org/ga
If you’re interested in attending virtually, please let me
know. Additionally, if you want or are willing to be a
VOTING delegate, please confirm that as well. We have
some funds to subsidize those who attend.
—John Gibbons
jgibbons@uubedford.org

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Group will be
on May 3 at 3:00pm via Zoom meeting. If you would like
to join us, please contact Margaret Jackson
(mjacksonfpb@yahoo.com / 781-275-6580) for Zoom
details.
This month’s book is: "Where the Crawdads Sing" by
Delia Owens:
The wildlife scientist Delia Owens has found her voice
in Where the Crawdads Sing, a painfully beautiful
first novel that is at once a murder mystery, a comingof-age narrative and a celebration of nature…
On June 7 (time & location TBD) we will be discussing
"Reservation Blues" by Sherman Alexie. We will also
choose next year's books and meeting schedule.

First Parish Gardener’s Group
Due to the current uncertainty about social activities this
spring, it seems wise to postpone the plant fair event that
First Parish Gardeners were going to hold
on May 17. It may be possible to do
something in June if the social distancing
guidelines have been relaxed. Plans for
an event in June will be sent out on the
Anno list.
—Dorothy Africa
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In the Interim - Thoughts from Deborah Weiner,
Interim Director of Religious Education
We are now more than 6 weeks into our social isolation adventure. In
some ways I guess the routine has become normalized...and that is
probably a good (or better) thing. I know more and more folk are wondering if we will ever be out among one another again, and I have moments where I join in wondering as well.
It’s like the virus is testing us...literally finding out what we’re made
of and how resilient we are not only against contagion, but against the
depression, despair and sadness that we’re living with daily. And of
course, ‘testing us’ is also a play on words...because there is the matter
of our pressing need for testing around COVID-19 infection, in order
to know what the rate of infection and immunity really is in this country. So yes, we are being tested, and we also need to be tested.
Through this trial it’s been clear that you are a community of people
who can rise to challenge. So many of you have found cultural and art
offerings that can be experienced virtually. Your children have become experts at using zoom and navigating computers: when I log on
to Sunday morning “Spirit Play” (grades PreK/K/1) meetups, little
fingers can be soon moving toward the screen to mute/unmute or click
on something. Smiles come to faces through the computer screen, and
parents have told me stories about their children having virtual playtime and game time activities that are clearly sustaining them.
None of us knew we were signing up as homeschooling recreation
directors and inventors of clever activities on pretty much a 24/7 basis,
or expected that we would suddenly have unexpected extra hours
where we are cleaning out every closet or shelf that we procrastinated
over for years. We didn’t realize that having meeting after meeting on
Zoom can be so exhausting (it is). Or that we would miss the sound of
the church bell ringing, of Robert playing the organ or Steve on the
piano, the tone of the singing bell that John strikes to call us to worship, the smile of our Guest’s face as she greets us, the smell of the
fresh-brewed coffee served up by Rich and the coffee crew. Who
knew how important that would be?
This isolation tests us, and it also reminds us that this church is about
more than those physical comforts. In times like this, we remember
why we are part of a gathered faith community. Because if you need
support and you reach out to a member of the pastoral care team or the
ministry team - we will be there. If your child needs connection - we
will find a way to link up. This is a good time for you to make your
annual pledge to sustain the ministry of First Parish. This congregation cannot endure without that support, and whatever you can give
will be gratefully received and responsibly used.
That is part of the way that we ensure that this is a promise we will
keep: we will be one again. We will continue to offer sustaining ministry and support. We will build an even stronger community. Yes, we
are being tested - that is for sure. For all of you, for all of us, I pray:
we will be stronger, together, and spring will come.
With love and care,

Deb

“Beginners,” by Denise Levertov
(Dedicated to the memory of Karen Silkwood
and Eliot Gralla)

“From too much love of living,
Hope and desire set free,
Even the weariest river
Winds somewhere to the sea–”
But we have only begun
To love the earth.
We have only begun
To imagine the fullness of life.
How could we tire of hope?
— so much is in bud.
How can desire fail?
— we have only begun
to imagine justice and mercy,
only begun to envision
how it might be
to live as siblings with beast and flower,
not as oppressors.
Surely our river
cannot already be hastening
into the sea of nonbeing?
Surely it cannot
drag, in the silt,
all that is innocent?
Not yet, not yet–
there is too much broken
that must be mended,
too much hurt we have done to each other
that cannot yet be forgiven.
We have only begun to know
the power that is in us if we would join
our solitudes in the communion of struggle.
So much is unfolding that must
complete its gesture,
so much is in bud.
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Even in the time of COVID-19, religious
education programs are operating through
Zoom! Our RE programs and supplemental
groups have regular times when they are
meeting.
Here’s the schedule:
Sundays 9:30am - Spirit Play - now including Chalice Children (serving children in PreK, K, & 1st grades (30 mins.)
Sundays 10am - Worship and community connection, all
ages welcome
Sundays 11:30am - “Love Will Guide Us” (grades 2 & 3 about 45 mins.) class, and “The Fifth Dimension” (grades 6
& 7) class (about 1 hour)
Sundays 3:30pm - OWL for older elementary class (about 90
mins.)
Sundays 6:30pm - Senior High Youth Group (60 - 90 mins.)
Mondays biweekly time TBA (those enrolled will get specific
info) - OWL for middle school
Wednesdays 3:30pm - Junior High Youth Group (about 60
mins.)
Thursdays 7:30pm - “Story Time” - a bedtime story with UU
values (about 30 mins.)
Sundays 7:30pm - parent support group biweekly (about 60
mins.).
If you are interested in having your children join any of these
gatherings - or if you want to connect and have not received
specific login information, email Deb Weiner, Interim DRE
(dre@uubedford.org) or text Deb: 617-513-6614.

Subscribe to ParishBiz and RE news:
First Parish is disseminating most of the
information about our online programs and
other timely news through Parish Biz and
(where news is RE-focused) the uubedford-re list.
Both are googlegroups, and this is the best way for
you to stay informed about what’s going on!
Please subscribe now. If you need assistance,
please contact Parish Administrator Joan Petros
who can guide you through the process:
office@uubedford.org .
No RE programs on May 10 & 24: Ther e will
be no RE programs on Mother’s Day (May 10) or
on Memorial Day weekend (Sunday, May 24), as
we support families’ own practices in honoring
these important holidays. All ages worship will be
offered on both of these Sundays; children and
youth are also encouraged to join all of our Sunday
morning worship services! RE programs will be
offered on May 3, May 17 and May 31. Stay tuned
for announcements and tweaks as we work to serve
the congregation and its children and youth during
this time!
Did you ever know that you’re our heroes?
Continuing gratitude and thanks go to the religious
education teachers and leaders who are using every
bit of their creative juices to offer RE programs
online! We are grateful for your dedication and
commitment. Thank you!!

Covid19 Testing
Under the direction of researcher Dr. Ann Kiessling and the
Bedford Research Foundation, Covid19 testing continues to
be offered at First Parish every Tuesday for the next few
weeks, 10:30am-2:30pm. All are welcome to be tested, regardless of residence, affiliation, or ability to pay the subsidized cost of $65 per test. This testing is in response to the
Governor’s direction that certified labs expand their testing to
all, including those non-symptomatic. Testing is being done
by a medical team in the First Parish vestibule (aka narthex),
with people entering and exiting via the Town Common. A
tent is also on the lawn to accommodate those unable to
climb the First Parish steps. There are no walk-ins. Everyone
must register on-line: h!ps://www.bedfordresearch.org/
product/ﬁrst-parish/ In response, those wanting to be tested
will receive a time-slot as well as a number which is to be
displayed in your car window until called upon.

In our service on March 29, 7 new members
were welcomed: Susan Barnaby, Charles
Brown, Bonnie & Dave Trigg, Richard Golembeski, Sam VanNuland, and Ellen Scheiner!
Welcome all!

If you are thinking about membership, please
contact one of our ministers.
John Gibbons
(jgibbons@uubedford.org )
Annie Gonzalez Milliken
(agonzalez@uubedford.org )
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Sanctuary Update

Peace and Justice

In this crazy, upside-down world that we are living
in, our guest has become the caretaker for First Parish in her 28th month with us. She, her mother and
her two sons are sharing rooms on the second floor
and doing their best to keep our house in order. Saul
and Anthony are helping with some cleaning, hauling of garbage etc. Saul is also playing the piano!
Our guest stays busy with caring for her mom and
cooking for all of them. We continue to have a small
band of volunteers who do her weekly shopping and
for this we are so grateful!

Pandemic – a bullet barely dodged

She is quite happy reading the cards that are being
sent from the 9 congregations who are covenanted
with us. Each congregation is taking a week when
their volunteers can send her mail. Her tutors are
doing virtual lessons with her and some congregations have sent her videos of their volunteers. The
enthusiasm to remain in touch with her is contagious. First Parish’s turn to send cards or letters is
the week of May 10th. Stay tuned to Anno for more
information.
Judi Curcio, for the Sanctuary Committee

Advanced Directives and Other End
of Life Planning - Zoom Meeting
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We still do not know the toll Covid-19 will take on society.
The deaths and economic consequences will be terrible, but
humanity will no doubt survive. Not so assuredly with the
threats of nuclear war or climate catastrophe.
This weekend I and some other members of the Peace and
Justice Committee attended (virtually) a World Conference
on Nuclear Arms, Climate Change and Inequality. It brought
together experts from around the globe to describe how these
challenges are combining to create a threat of existential proportions. These are not abstract dangers. The pandemic offers irrefutable evidence that events deemed improbable and
catastrophic do in fact occur.
What are some of the things Covid-19 has shown us? The
single greatest risk in the pandemic was that it would overwhelm our medical care system. In a nuclear war, the loss of
our medical providers, first responders and public health infrastructure will be pervasive and mostly instantaneous. Another lesson has been the limitations of national - and nationalistic – responses to a global threat. The virus has demonstrated with dispassionate precision how truly connected we
are. A pandemic was predicted and even partially prepared
for. Though similarly predictable, the nuclear and climate
threats are not only being ignored but made worse by current
policies.

As a follow-up to the information sent in early April
on ParisBiz and in the Parishioner, I have scheduled
a Zoom session on May 14 at 10:00AM for those
folks who may have concerns about completing an
Advanced Health Care Directive or about any other
aspect of end of life planning. Bring your questions
and sharing about challenges encountered in planning or communicating your wishes to your loved
ones. I’m also available anytime to answer question
or address your concerns on a private and individual
basis. Let me know how I can help. Here’s the
Zoom information:

Most people recognize things will not “return to normal”
following this pandemic. But the “new normal” is not inevitable – it’s ours to construct. I do not know how this will
happen. I do know that most great moral changes have not
come from government action but by people coming together at a ripe moment to construct a better version of the world.
I think this is such a moment. We can start here at First Parish. Choose your committee - Peace, Climate, Sanctuary,
Voting, Social Responsibility, others – Let’s expand our imagination of what is possible and take it upon ourselves to
make it happen.
Jerry Ross, For Peace and Justice

Topic: End-of-life Advanced Planning Discussion
Time: May 14, 2020 10:00 AM Easter n Time
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/94014729607
Meeting ID: 940 1472 9607
One tap mobile: +16468769923,,94014729607#
Dial by your location: +1 646 876 9923

Shop to Support First Parish

Maureen Richichi
781-775-3602
maureen.richichi@gmail.com

When you shop on Amazon.com, keep in
mind that you can benefit First Parish
through your online shopping at no additional cost to yourself. From the First Parish home page
(www.uubedford.org), click on “Shop to support First Parish” under the “Quick Links” on the right side, then click on
the Amazon Smile link. First Parish earns a commission on
all purchases originated through this link all year round!
You can also go to www.smile.amazon.com and choose
“First Parish of Bedford” as the supported charity.
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“The 1932nd Psalm”
Hoover is my shepherd, I am in want.
He maketh me to lie down on park benches,
He leadeth me by the still factories,
He restoreth my doubt in the Republican Party.
He guided me in the path of the
Unemployed for his party’s sake,
Yea, though I walk through the alley of soup kitchens,
I am hungry,
I do not fear evil, for thou art against me;
Thy Cabinet and thy Senate, they do discomfort me
Thou didst prepare a reduction in my wages;
In the presence of my creditors thou anointest mine
income with taxes,
So my expense overrunneth my income.
Surely poverty and hard times will follow me
All the days of the Republican administration,
And I shall dwell in a rented house forever. Amen.
—E.J. Sullivan (1932)

News from the Parish Nose
Our thoughts are with Susan Lincoln whose brother
Bobby has the coronavirus… Jenn and John McClain
rejoice that they are now in their house on Maple
Street behind the church, and fall
asleep to the sound of our church
bell… Susan Ebbs is recuperating
in Arlington as she awaits a move
to
Carleton-Willard…
Nancy
Daugherty and the Lay Pastoral
Team are festooning our Wayside Pulpit and church
with hearts!… Four FP youth attended the virtual UUUnited Nations Spring Seminar: Olivia Evans, A udrey
Leida, Nathan Linden and Sam Lincoln, along with
advisors Jerry Ross and Bob Doud… Rachel Murphy,
indomitable Baptist/Unitarian friend of First Parish,
was cheered by medical staff and the heroic strains of
the musical theme to “Rocky” as she was discharged
from Lahey, recovering from coronavirus. She will
recuperate at Emerson before returning home…After
many weeks of heroic interventions, Deb Picciuto has
her 103 year-old mother Clare back into her own
home in N. Reading… Bob and Ilona Johnson’s 50th
anniversary party was originally scheduled for May 7.
Celebrate them anyway!… Thanks to the generosity
of late parishioner Paul V ears, and remembering parishioners Linda W eissbard and Leslie Davies, First
Parish will be offering multiple generous scholarships
to Bedford’s Dollars-for-Scholars Program, beginning
this year…Dave Packer’s cousin June died this week
in Kansas City. She was an important connection with
Dave and his family. —tpn

Carleton-Willard resident Dorothea Webster
has died. Her late son Peter went to divinity
school with John Gibbons and was a UU minister.
John recently officiated at the graveside service for Lucy Barnes, at one time a UU in Lexington.
Margaret Gebhard and Don Perkins are the proud grandparents of Ida Faye Holland, born to Sam Holland and Jessica
Sapsis on March 14.

May Caring Network
In these unique times, our crew cannot offer rides to
medical appointments, but our community of volunteers
are still here for you. If you or someone you know at
First Parish needs temporary assistance with meals or
errands, please let us know. The Coordinator for the
month of May is Sandy Boczenowski. Reach her by
phone: 781-222-4094 or email: sandyboz@gmail.com.
Please make note of the phone number above as it will
remain the same every month to reach the current Caring Crew Coordinator.
This coming Friday is May 1
– the first Friday of May.
*
For me and some 40 - 50
(*sort of) parishioners this means it is
time for a Potluck Dinner.
Clearly, getting together to
break bread at a First Parish
potluck is out of the question. But there is a way – everybody is Zooming! First Parish has picked up the Zoom habit for Sunday services, committee meetings and any number of additional activities.
After consultation with a number of veteran Potluckers, we
called off the First Friday meal in April. The sense was that
Zoom just wasn’t as informal and intimate as an in person
dinner party. Honestly, a chatty, random conversational
gathering was more than I thought I could handle. And nobody accepted my offer to let them take it over. In the intervening days, several parishioners have expressed a wish to
give it a try. Also, I have discovered there is a way to create
some privacy for a conversation to have with another attendee. (It has to do with creating a special room for two or
many people willing to slip off from the main crowd.)
So let’s go. Get on line this Fr iday 6:30. No food, of
course, except whatever you might provide for yourself.
Log on instructions will be posted on Anno. Contact the
office if you miss them (email: office@uubedford.org).
Yours in community spirit,
Ron Green - Potluck Convener, First Class

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R
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Important Info & Ways to Stay in Touch
While the church building may be closed to face-to-face
events, the church community remains OPEN and ACTIVE!

FP Bedford Sunday
Services on YouTube

The best way to stay in communication and involved in all that is
happening is to be sure you are subscribed to the First Parish
Electronic lists (www.uubedford.org/community-life/email-lists/)
- especially the ParishBiz list. This Google Group sends out important messages from church staff and leadership. And for news
for families with children and youth, we have the uubedford-re
google group. If you are not subscribed, or need help in any way
with subscribing to any of the lists, send an email to: uubedfordit@googlegroups.com .

To find FPB services on
YouTube: Go to the church
website: www.uubedford.org.
The homepage has a list of quick links in a column on the right side. The fourth one down is
titled "Sunday Services on YouTube". Click on
this button and you will be taken to a YouTube
search page set for FP Bedford services; however, they are not always in chronological order. To put them in such order look for a symbol in the upper left corner of the page labeled
"FILTER", click on it and five columns will
show, the right most being "SORT BY", below
that click on the words "Upload date" and the
order of the videos listed will change to show
the latest service first and getting older as you
go down the page. There will be a few videos of
First Parish events other than Sunday services
intermixed.
From the Video Team:
Bob Bass, Bob Batt, and John McClain

The church website (www.uubedford.org ) is updated regularly
and contains lots of useful information.
The
Main
Calendar of
events
on
the
website
(www.uubedford.org/main-calendar/) is also being regularly updated with listings of all virtual events happening within the First
Parish community.
All events, including Worship Services, are taking place via the
Zoom (www.zoom.us ) platform. If your committee or group
would like to meet remotely, contact the church office
(office@uubedford.org ) and Parish Administrator Joan Petros
will be happy to get your meeting set up.

Here are some of the Zoom events coming up that can offer support and connection to you and yours.
(Note: Always good to check the Main Calendar and website in case any of these meeting links need to be changed.)
Day/Time

Event

Hosted by

Details

Sundays
at 10am

Sunday Worship &
Community
Connections
Lunch with John

FP Staff

https://zoom.us/j/936829478
Meeting ID: 936 829 478
by phone: 1-646-876-9923; use meeting ID 936 829 478#
https://zoom.us/j/139981709
Meeting ID: 139 981 709
By phone: 1 646 558 8656 US
One tap mobile: +16465588656,,139981709#

Thursdays
at 9:30am

Short Stories Discussion Group

Short Stories
Group

Open to all – Each week a story is assigned and then is
discussed on Thursdays. If you’d like to join in the discussion, email (office@uubedford.org) for the Zoom info

Thursdays
at 1:30pm

Drop-ins with Deb

Deb Weiner

https://zoom.us/j/662042404
Meeting ID: 662 042 404
To join by phone: 1-646-876-9923, password:662042404#

Thursdays
at 7:30pm

Choir Check-in and
Rehearsal

Brad Conner

https://zoom.us/j/197342633
To join by phone: 1-646-876-9923, password:197342633#

Fridays
at 2:00 pm
Saturdays
at 10:00am

Sing-along with Janet

Janet Welby

Coffee with Annie

Annie Gonzalez
Milliken

https://uml.zoom.us/j/872177538
Meeting ID: 872 177 538
https://zoom.us/j/315937092
Or call: 646-876-9923 meeting ID: 315 937 092#

Tuesdays
at 12:30pm

John Gibbons

