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Sunday, February 4 at 10:00 AM
“Teams”
Rev. John Gibbons preaching

Sunday, February 11 at 10:00 AM
“A Revolution of Tenderness”
Lisa Perry-Wood preaching
Last spring, in a surprise TED2017 talk, Pope Francis called on his audience, some of
the most powerful science and technology innovation leaders, for a “revolution of tenderness” to sweep through all countries, changing workplaces and communities, and
shifting the balance of power in the world. What would this revolution even look like?
How might our lives, relationships and institutions look different with more tenderness,
for ourselves and for everyone?

Sunday, February 18 at 10:00 AM
“This I Believe”
A Lay-led service coordinated by Nan Jefferys
Parishioners will share simple, brief statements of their beliefs, i.e. what matters most to
them. We hear these statements from teenagers on our annual Coming of Age Sunday. If
teenagers can do this, adults can too! I urge you to step out of your comfort zone and
contribute to this service! Our congregation loves to hear these presentations and is exceptionally kind. Contact John Gibbons or Nan Jefferys if you’d like to be included.

Sunday, February 25 at 10:00 AM
Rev. John Gibbons preaching

The Parishioner is published monthly. Deadline is generally the last Sunday of each month. Send submissions to: editors@uubedford.org.

Church office is open weekdays 9AM – 5PM. PHONE: 781.275.7994 E-MAIL: office@uubedford.org WEB: www.uubedford.org
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Minister’s Musings
In my January 28th #MeToo sermon, you heard me say how
scary and overwhelming it was to speak out on this topic (if
you missed it, you can see it on YouTube or pick up a printed copy from the office). I was actually shocked by my own
reaction to publicly speaking about the stories that women,
including myself, my daughter, and many other women and
gender nonconforming folks have shared over the past
months. It feels terrifying, really, to share those stories out
loud, because of the way that sexism works. Our fears of
men’s – or even other women’s – reactions have kept us
small and made us go quiet. But now women are saying “No
More” and “Time’s Up!”. And it is about time. It’s actually
way past time, maybe even too late, as one First Parish elder
wondered aloud. And yet we have to keep moving forward,
there’s no going back. As some of us said after the service,
“We’re out of the gender box now, and we can’t go back
in.” Truth is, we don’t even fit in there anymore!
In the spirit of “I Can’t Keep Quiet,” the women’s march
anthem we sang this week, let’s keep using our voices, telling our truths and figuring out what to do next. Let’s speak
up for ourselves, so that we can have the biggest lives we
can imagine. Let’s speak up for our mothers and grandmothers, many of whom never had a chance to have their voices
heard. And maybe most of all, let’s speak up for our daughters, nieces, and all the young people coming up in this
world. We get to have high expectations of men in this work
too, and I have good hope for the work of the men’s group
that John has initiated, but, my sisters, at the end of the day,
we are leading this work. And, as Glennon Doyle Melton
says: “We can do hard things!” (If you don’t know Glennon’s work, check out her blog and books at http://
momastery.com/blog/) Amen, and Onward!
—Lisa Perry-Wood
SAVE THE DATE!

Lisa Perry-Wood’s
Ordination into the Unitarian Universalist Ministry
Saturday, June 3, 3:00 PM
First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA
Child Care Available
Reception Immediately Following

Witness this milestone event in the life of Acting Parish
Minister Lisa Perry-Wood, as she becomes an Ordained
Unitarian Universalist Minister.
For more information or to volunteer (usher, donate food,
etc.) at the Ordination, contact Tom Rich, Ordination
Committee member at First Parish in Lexington, at
tom.f.rich@gmail.com.

The Bedford Lyceum
A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality,
Science, and Justice
Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 9:50
NOTE: We are back in Room 202 at First Parish
Doris Smith, Chair
Feb. 4: “The A pollo Project.” Between 1968 and 1972,
NASA successfully sent 24 men where no human beings had been before. The final mission, Apollo 17,
flew in December 1972 and concluded NASA’s triumphant Apollo Program. Three First Parish members
were a part of this project – Ron Cordes, Rich Daugherty and Steve Hagan. Come and hear about their experiences.
Feb. 11: “How to Read a Graphic Novel” presented by
Pam Aghababian, Young Adult Librarian and Reference Librarian from The Free Bedford Public Library.
Regardless of your experience with graphic novels, this
is not to be missed.
Feb. 18: TBA
Feb. 25: Ann Kiessling, a reproductive biologist and
one of the world’s leaders in human parthenogenic
stem cell research, will be joining us again.
Mar. 4: “Slavery in Early Bedford” – a program presented by Sharon McDonald, Bedford Town Historian.

Guys of First Parish…Can We Talk?
A Conversation for Men with John Gibbons on
Sexual Harassment and Sexual Abuse –
Feb. 4 at Noon
All of us watched in horror
and maybe shock as men in
positions of power have been
accused of sexual harassment
and abuse. Every day brings a
new headline of another oncetrusted man apologizing for sexually inappropriate
actions and behavior towards other women and men.
What is the role of men in standing up and calling out
other men who act this way? What does sexual harassment and abuse have to do with systems of power and
privilege that are afforded to men differently than
women? How has the recent news impacted you as a
man, and what might it mean for men to be allies to
women and men who are victims of harassment and
abuse? The men of First Parish are invited to join John
on Sunday, Feb. 4 for an hour of conversation and
connection on these and other questions.

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

In an active church like
First Parish, it can seem
overwhelming to meet
new people and figure
out how things work.
Whether you’ve been
here for a week or forever, here’s a few pointers:
Joan Petros, our Parish Administrator, manages our
space – which is no small task! Please contact the office if you need to book a room at church. She is also
an excellent resource if you have any questions.
Getting to know folks at church is always a pleasure –
for anyone who enjoyed (or missed) the Membership
Committee’s fantastic pasta dinner last week, there are
many other opportunities (both with and without kids)
coming up:
♦ Circle Suppers – small dinner gatherings at parishioners homes. Sign-ups now! (see p. 2)
♦ First Friday of the Month Potlucks at church –
watch the anno list for details.
♦ Ferry Beach – our traditional, relaxed, all-ages
weekend retreat in May, sign-ups starting in
March.
♦ The Annual Dinner –hosted by the Stewardship
Committee (sched. for March 24) – details soon.
♦ Volunteer at & attend the Plant Fair on May 19.
This community-wide event is great for all ages!
Speaking of volunteering, we ask that everyone who is
able to help with coffee and ushering during the year.
It’s a little bit of your time that keeps things run that
much smoother – so please sign-up when Clarise Patton puts the call out!
We have wonderful kids at our church, and while parents fully expect to put effort into supporting their
programs, volunteering with R.E. is a great way for
any of us to get to know our First Parish kids.
While our ministers are available for pastoral care, we
also have a Lay Pastoral Care team for parishioners in
need, and a Caring Crew that is available to help arrange meals, rides or other types of simple assistance
when we need a hand.
As always, your Parish Board is here to help. If you
have a question, comment or concern, you can find us
at Community Hour with our yellow nametags, or you
can give Joan a call in the office – she’ll tell you how
best to reach us!
Respectfully submitted,
Catherine V.G. Van Praagh, Board President
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Religious Education Forum for All Ages
Sunday, March 11, 4pm-6:30pm
In March 2015, an RE Forum was held to help inform us
about the culture and complexities faced by parents and
what they wanted their children to gain from their formative years in our Religious Education program. The forum
generated the interest of and participation by practically all
of the FPB families. Themes from the forum which have
been addressed include:
• Importance of children’s UU Identity
• Knowledge of significant UUs past and present
• Relevance between the lessons presented and real life
• More physical activity and hands-on learning
• Worship relevant to children of all ages
• Better presence on and use of social media
• Scheduling that helps to enable consistent attendance
Your Religious Education Committee is hosting a new forum to enlist families and non-RE-family parishioners, to
envision the next steps in creating engaging and enriching
programming for the children and youth of First Parish in
Bedford. Whether you have been here for years, or you are
a relatively new to FPB, your voice is important. Please
plan to join us. Light snacks and refreshments will be
served. We will soon circulate questions to be considered as
you prepare for this important gathering to help us develop
the next steps in our vital programs for children and youth.
If you would like more information ahead of time, please
contact Lisa Rubin (dre@uubedford.org).

8th Annual First Parish Chili
Cook-Off Saturday, February 3rd,
6:30-8:30PM
Are you a Chili Chef? Would you be willing to put your chili up against your fellow
UUs? (and possibly win the prize of The Flaming Chili
Chalice to place on your mantel.) Perhaps you’ve always
yearned for glory and recognition for your best chili recipe
in the category of Hottest, Best Meat/Vegetarian/Youth
Recipe/Best In Show. Or maybe you’ve just got a healthy
appetite for some of the town’s best chili.
We have just the event for you!
Come to the Common Room at First Parish on Saturday,
Feb 3, for our 8th Annual Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser.
Tickets: $10/adult; $6/kids; $20/family max
More info:
genekalb@yahoo.com or Linda.Pollitz@gmail.com
We hope to see you there!
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“Truly there would be
reason to go mad
were it not for music.”
– Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)

Here’s the music for services in the upcoming
month –
Feb. 4: I will play the piano and be joined by Carol Epple – flute and Elizabeth Connors - clarinet.
Honoring the Tchaikovsky anniversary, we will
play three pieces from “The Seasons”.
Feb. 11: Steve Sussman will play piano. To celebrate the upcoming Valentine’s holiday, the
combined youth and adult choirs will sing John
Lennon’s “All You Need Is Love”. There will be
a lot of energy and a lot of “love”, guaranteed to
make you smile. The adult choir will also sing
English composer Paul Mealor’s Ubi caritas.
Feb. 18: Steve Sussman will play piano.
Feb. 25: Robert Noble will play organ and Steve
Sussman will play piano. The adult choir will
sing three settings of the Sanctus text – one
peaceful sublime setting by Schubert from his
Deutsche Messe; one rhythmic energetic setting
by American composer Paul Basler from his
Missa Kenya, featuring Fred Aldrich on French
horn; one mystical setting by French composer
Charles Gounod from his Messe Solennelle, featuring guest soloist Davron Monroe, a preview
of our upcoming Music Sunday in May.
Mar. 4: Robert Noble will play organ.
Mark your calendars! The annual Valentine’s
concert, “You Don’t Have to Know the Language!” with Cynthia Mork, Ben Sears, Nathan
Kimball, me and Leslie Amper is coming up on
Feb 11.
Now that the craziness of the holidays is over,
maybe it’s time to think about joining choir!
We’ve got great plans for the Winter/Spring including music on Good Friday and Easter in honor
of the Tchaikovsky anniversary, and the spectacular and grand Messe Solennelle, Sainte Cecile by
French composer Charles Gounod with orchestra
for Music Sunday. Don’t miss out! Choir rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Bradford Conner,
Music Director

8th ANNUAL VALENTINES CONCERT
Sunday, Feb. 11th at 4PM at First Parish
Join us to celebrate Valentine’s day with the perfect pairing of popular and classical music followed by an elegant “chocolate reception, brought to you by the First Parish
Music Committee.
The concert Y ou Don’t Have to Know the Language
includes vocalists Ben Sears and Cynthia Mork, with
pianist Brad Conner and cellist Nathan Kimball. The
quartet will perform songs including “A Foggy Day in
London Town,” “Three Coins in a Fountain,” “Slow
Boat to China,” “Brazil” and more.
Also joining us is esteemed pianist Leslie Amper, performing
music from around the world, including compositions by Debussy in honor of the centenary of the composer’s death.
Following the performance, mingle and enjoy a scrumptious buffet of chocolate treats,
beverages, and other goodies.
Suggested donation at the door: $20, $15 for
seniors/students. Proceeds to benefit First Parish.

Solar Panel Update
First Parish has applied for approval to place solar panels on
its roof in keeping with our belief in the Seventh Principal and
our obligation to reduce the Meetinghouse’s environmental
footprint. Bedford's Historic District Commission (HDC) denied our application, which we appealed to the Massachusetts
Superior Court in June of 2016.
Many parishioners attended a hearing in Superior Court on
Nov. 28, 2017 regarding our motion for summary judgment in
the case. In its ruling after the hearing, the Court determined
that the HDC’s denial decision was legally insufficient and
directed the HDC to file a supplemental statement of the reasons for denying our application by Feb. 18, 2018. The Court
also determined that the denial does not infringe on First
Parish's right to free expression of its religious beliefs. First
Parish retains the right to appeal any final decision of the
Court.
The Superior Court judge also urged the parties to communicate with each other to determine if there is a configuration of
solar panels that meets the church's needs and would be acceptable to the HDC. To that end, First Parish has advised
Bedford Town Counsel that it is willing to enter into discussion to try to reach a mutually agreeable outcome. At this
point, it is not yet clear what would be acceptable to the HDC.
—Dan Bostwick

T HE P A R I S HI O NE R

It’s Circle Supper season! Circle Suppers are a great way to get to know
your fellow parishioners better. Suppers are informal social gatherings in
parishioners’ homes. Sign up to attend
and/or to host as many of the dinners as you'd like, to
give everyone a chance to meet as many people as
possible. Volunteer hosts assign each guest something to bring the share with the party. We are always especially grateful to those offering to host!
Dinners will be held on the following Saturdays:
Feb. 24 (adults only); March 3 (children & adults
invited); March 10 (adults only). Register by stopping at the Circle Suppers table at coffee hour on
Feb. 4 or 11, or by contacting Carla Bradford at 781275-6395 or carlajbradford@yahoo.com .

Video Team
The Video Team wishes to express its gratitude for
the contribution that made the purchase of our new
video camera and tripod possible. This new equipment will significantly improve the quality of our
video recording of Sunday services, musical presentations, memorial and wedding services, and other
events here at First Parish. The professional quality
camera allows for significantly improved video displays on the TV in the Bacon Room, as well as a
high quality video signal that will be uploaded to
YouTube. Programming as shown on Bedford TV
will be improved by better color balance and
smoother pans and zooms. It will also allow for constant monitoring of the audio. Anyone who would
like to learn about the new camera, or join in the video recording efforts here at First Parish, can contact
me directly.
—Bob Batt

Meditation & Mindfulness Group
Wednesday nights at First Parish, 7-8pm
Feb. meetings on Feb 7, 21, 28 (no Feb 14)
Contemplative traditions offer a wealth of grounding,
balancing, and healing practices to develop our own
inner resources. These practices help us bring more
awareness, thoughtfulness, and peace to our complex
lives in stressful times. Each week we will focus on
connecting with the reality of our experience in the
moment through body-centered and heart-opening
practices of insight and compassion. Everyone is
welcome – no prior experience necessary. If you are
new to meditation and would like some personal
guidance, please arrive a little early. Please feel free
to email meditation teacher Julie Gillette at
jgillette@hds.harvard.edu with any questions.
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The next Women’s Book
Group meets March 4 from
6-7:30PM, in the Bacon Room
at church. Please bring a potluck dish to share. The book we will be discussing is: The
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by NY Times best-selling author Lisa See. “… Explores the lives of a Chinese mother and
her daughter who has been adopted by an American couple.
A powerful story about a family, separated by circumstances,
culture, and distance, the novel paints an unforgettable portrait of a little-known region and its people and celebrates
the bond that connects mothers and daughters.”
The following books will be discussed (6-7:30PM at the
church) on:
4/29/18: All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
6/3/18: The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson
The First Parish Women’s Book group is geared for First
Parish women Sr. Youth and older. Come to as few or as
many as you want, newcomers welcome.
—Corinne Doud (cordoud@gmail.com)

Social Responsibility Council Update
In January, the SRC provided three grants – to The Tenacity
Challenge; to the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office; and to Sylvia Cowen for financial aid to allow her to
attend and participate in the UU-UNO Spring Seminar.
More information about proposing a project to the SRC and
filling out an application may be found at:
http://
uubedford.org/social-action/proposing-a-project.html

Climate Justice Corner
The Climate Justice Committee (now part of a UU Climate
Consortium) has had a busy winter, continuing its “birddogging Baker” campaign against the Governor’s action (or
counter-productive inaction) on energy and climate issues.
We’ve attended a Concord UU lecture by Bill McKibben,
and are assembling a new road show on climate to send out
to UU congregations in Wayland, Lexington, and Concord.
In a lobbying action initiated by Mass Power Forward, we
carried out a “flood the phones” action on Jan. 21 when 22
FPers left over 44 messages on phones of our legislators.
Many participated at FP on Jan. 31 in a Watch Party sponsored by 350.ORG – a nationwide live streaming event.
Watch for info on Baker’s comments on off shore drilling
and a Back Bay natural gas pipeline! Another concern will
be a new acronym, BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which hold public hearings in Boston concerning
drilling for oil and gas off the New England coast. Some of
us will be attending and speaking, and we may send out a
call for more bodies!
—Brown Pulliam
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Update from the Sanctuary Team

Peace and Justice Committee

Our guest has definitely felt welcomed at First Parish and is very appreciative of the support she has
received. She has had visits from her sons, friends,
and ministers; attended various events and Sunday
AM worship at FP; and has generally settled in as
much as anyone who is not “home” can settle in.
She has a lawyer who continues to monitor her case
and visits regularly. She will not know anything
definitely until she gets a court date to hear her case.

Recently, the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists advanced the “Doomsday
Clock” to 2 minutes before midnight –
a measure of how serious the threat of
nuclear war has become. Members of
the Peace and Justice Com. have been
working on this issue through Mass Peace Action and other
organizations.

The Team wants to thank everyone here for being so
accommodating. We know that “sharing space” can
be uncomfortable at times. We appreciate your flexibility. Sanctuary as you know requires 10 volunteers a day – 70 a week – 280 or so a month. That is
a LOT!!! and is only possible because we are joined
by more than 100 other volunteers from UU congregations in Concord, Winchester, Belmont, Follen
Church (UU) in Lexington, St. Paul's in Bedford,
Temple Isaiah in Lexington and Temple Shalom
Emeth in Burlington.
This is good news, but can be problematic. We have
lots of help filling volunteer needs. But it also
means that we have many folks here who are not
familiar with the culture, schedules and rhythms of
FP. If you arrive for a meeting and people are “in
your space,” be polite and ask them to move. They
will. We are bringing them up-to-speed.
Meanwhile, we ask you to help us by remembering
to call the office to schedule space for your meetings. We have asked volunteers to check the posted
schedule, but if they do and there is nothing there,
they cannot know where to be and where not to be.
Also, if you are meeting at night, be aware that the
Board (Leadership Team) has given permission to
the volunteers to lock the outside doors at 9pm so
that they can feel the building is secure. There is a
sign near the Elm Street door that instructs people to
call the volunteer phone, and they will come down
to open the door (they will ask why you are here,
because their task is to keep our guest safe).
We are thankful that we can share our space with
our guest and for our blessed community. We ask
that you remember this in moments of discord or
confusion as we all learn to accommodate the necessary changes.

The fact the “Doomsday Clock” was second page news in
most media suggests either people don’t take this threat seriously or don’t believe there is anything they can do about it.
First, take it seriously. Think Cuban missile crisis, Challenger disaster, and Donald Trump at the UN, “we will destroy
North Korea.” What CAN happen eventually WILL happen.
Secondly, no easy solutions, but lots of things you can do:
⇒ Will you have friends in to watch the Olympics? Urge
them to sign a letter to the US Olympic Committee calling
for an “Olympic Truce” on the Korean peninsula. See:
http://masspeaceaction.org/athletes-for-peace-open-letterto-the-u-s-olympic-committee/
⇒ Our local Congressman Seth Moulton is still not supporting the Lieu-Markey (H.R.669/S.200) bill to restrain Donald Trump from initiating nuclear war. Contact his office:
https://moulton.house.gov/contact/
⇒ Our UU United Nations Office works to further peace initiatives at the UN. Can you support that work by becoming a member ($60 individual/$30 senior/student)? https://
giving.uua.org/unitednationsoffice
⇒ There will be a High Level UN Conference in May to try
to move forward the UN Treaty to ban nuclear weapons,
which the Trump administration is trying to block. For
info: http://www.unfoldzero.org/united-nations-sets-datesand-mandate-for-high-level-conference-on-nucleardisarmament/
—Jerry Ross, Peace and Justice Committee

February Caring Crew
First Parish has a great group of people who can provide short term help with a meal delivery and/or rides
to medical appointments. If you or another parishioner
you know needs this kind of help in February, please
call our coordinator for that month, Maria Green. She
can be reached at 781-223-7879.
Questions? You can call me at 603-831-0744.
Jeannie Balfour

The Sanctuary Team
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Wish List Project to benefit LTLC

Parish Nose

As you know, we made a few changes from past
years. Some confusion was noticed, but all in all many
parishioners and friends supported
our homeless at the Lowell Transitional Living Center. The response
to the Backpack choice was about
100% and other requested items
were donated with much care and concern. We need to
credit the Junior Youth, Lisa Rubin and Rev. Megan
Lynes for working so hard to make this happen.
Thanks to the people who donated money so the Junior Youth could go shopping for requested items with
Lisa and Megan. Ted Carlson helped load the cars
with all of your donations, which were dropped off at
LTLC. Amazingly, the items collected surpassed the
volume of a huge cart that you might have seen in a
textile mill in the old days. The workers there were
very grateful all our donations. Many, many homeless
people living in the dormitory, in the winter protocol
(sleeping in the temporary cots in the dining room and
the others outside in tents, under bridges and otherwise outside) appreciated our efforts to keep them
warm and add some joy this winter. Thank you all.

Linda Pollitz is recuperating after recent
surgery… Lots of work is being done to
bring our building up to code for Emergency Shelter (and Sanctuary) purposes: CO and smoke
detectors, etc… John Gibbons was in Transylvania, visited
our partner village of Abásfalva and attended the celebration of the 450th anniversary of the Edict of Torda… Thanks
to the Membership Committee, more than 70 kids and
adults attended a recent pasta-and-games night at church…
Mark your calendar: Rev. Billy and the Stop Shopping
Choir will be with us on the weekend of April 21-22. Earthalujah!… Check out Rabbi Susan A bramson’s newest
episode
of
Spiritually
Speaking:
http://bit.ly/
FPB_SpirituallySpeaking… Community Minister Bill
Schulz is recuperating well following prostate surgery…
Ann Kiessling too is recuperating from recent surgery…
Jenn Puhle’s son, Max Goldman, earned his Eagle Scout.
Congratulations!... Someone asks: “Does FPB have a steamy
rainbow romance book club? I’d enjoy attending.” Do we? –tpn

Please if you can, comment on the changes we made
this year at saferr2@comcast.net. —Sandra Ferreira

The 7th Bedford High School Tenacity Challenge will be
held all day on Saturday, March 24 (snow date of Sunday,
March 25). The Tenacity organizers are looking for volunteers for any part of the day. First Parish in Bedford is one
of several sponsors of the competition and has provided numerous volunteers in the past. The Tenacity Challenge is an
all-day academic competition for high school AfricanAmerican and Latino youth. Its goal is to help narrow the
achievement gap in school settings and has shown this is
one thing that is working. Up to approximately 25 teams of
6 students from as far away as Springfield, Lowell, Scituate
and as close as Lexington, Burlington and Wayland will
join Bedford students in four different contests. Each year
there is a theme: this year's is “Is Hate Speech Free
Speech?” Students compete in an ar t banner contest, an
English presentation of a piece of literature, a Social Studies
argument that present their view on the theme of the year
and a math/science bowl. Volunteers are needed to help
with early morning registration (7:30 - 9:00am ish), Social
Studies judges (from about 9:00 - 11:00 am), and proctors
for the math/science bowl. This is where the most number
of volunteers are needed...and this job is really easy and
fun! (from about 1:30 - 3:00 pm).

Joyously, we celebrate
new members: Astrid
Kruse, Meg and Richard
LeSchack (already members of FP Lexington but
who want to honor their Bedford connection also).
We hold in our thoughts Mike Boczenowski whose Mom died last week…
Our thoughts are also with A dam DerMarderosian whose father died recently, and with Jim Martin whose sister
died recently… Congratulations to former student
minister Laura Fell Scholten and Donnie Cox on the
birth of their first child… Our thoughts are with the
family of A shley Bromberg who unexpectedly died
recently. Lisa Perry-Wood officiated at her memorial
service… John Gibbons will officiate at the memorial
service for Hanna Papanek on Saturday, Feb. 3 at
11am… Also in our thoughts are the family of Paul
Drouilhet who died recently. His memorial service
will be at First Parish on Feb. 24 at 10:30am… Belated congratulations to Steve Hagan and A nn Kiessling
who were married by John in his office in November.

Bedford High School Tenacity Challenge –
Volunteers requested

Please contact me if you are interested in helping out, and I
will send your name on to the High School where they will
provide further direction.
Sarah Dorer
sdorer@aol.com 781-275-0595
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WhaleCoast Alaska 2018
Have you ever dreamed of visiting Alaska? If so, WhaleCoast Alaska 2018 is for you!
Four Alaska UU fellowships invite you to experience our eco-cultural and spiritual program this summer. See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs, with friendly homestays
and unique tour activities. See wildlife, including moose, bears, caribou, whales, bald
eagles, seals, and otters. Visit Denali National Park. Experience Native Alaskan culture. Forget the cruise ships – our program is the best way to visit Alaska! Tours led
by Dave Frey, member of the Fairbanks UU congregation and Alaska travel expert. Find out more about
this Alaskan trip of a lifetime. For complete information go to: www.WhaleCoastAK.org, email
dfrey@whalecoastak.org or call 907-322-4966. Discount for groups of 8 or more. We would love to share
our Alaska with you!

Tainted Witness: Why We Doubt
What Women Say About Their Lives
With Professor Leigh Gilmore
Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 7:00-8:30pm
Lexington Depot, 13 Depot Square, Lexington
Cost: $10.00
The scale and impact of the #MeToo movement caught many by surprise. Leigh Gilmore offers
context and perspective on this phenomenon based on her recent book, Tainted Witness: Why
We Doubt What Women Say About Their Lives. She will explore the pervasive and persistent culture of doubt women encounter in offering accounts of sexual harassment and sexual assault.

Leigh Gilmore is Distinguished Visiting Professor of Women's
and Gender Studies at Wellesley. She is the author of The Lim-

its of Autobiography: Trauma and Testimony, Autobiographics:
A Feminist Theory of Women's Self-Representation, and coeditor of Autobiography and Postmodernism.

Pre-registration strongly recommended.
To register, using a VISA or MasterCard, please contact Lexington Community Education at 781 862 8043.

Lexington Community Education, 146 Maple Street, Lexington, MA 02420
781 862 8043
www.lexingtoncommunityed.org

First Parish Upcoming Events
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

January 28

January 29

January 30

January 31

February 1

February 2

February 3

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum
(202)
10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:30 am -1:30 Gallery
reception (BR)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204) 7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
w/Ginny Crocker
(202)
Team (204)

3:30 pm -5 Jr Youth Group
(202)
3:30 pm Leadership
6:30 pm -9 Sanct Training (S)
Team
6:30 pm Stewardship Com
7:00 pm -8 Meditation Class 7:00 pm -9 Climate Justice
(204)
Mtg
7:00 pm -9:30 Climate Justice 7:00 pm -9 RE Com Mtg
event (202)
7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir Reh
(COM)
Parishioner published

12:00 pm Parish Council Mtg (202)
5:30 pm -7:30 OWL Class (202)
6:30 pm -8 SGM Grp-Doud (BR)
6:30 pm -8 Sr Youth Mtg (204)
7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)
Newsletter deadline

February 4

February 5

February 6

February 7

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf
Lyceum (202)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204) 7:00 pm Peace & Justi- 1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
w/Ginny Crocker
ce Com
Team (204)
10:00 am Worship Service (S) 7:00 pm -9 Reh-Brad C 7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 3:30 pm -5 Jr Youth
11:00 am FP BP Clinic
(S)
(202)
Group (202)
12:00 pm Conversation w/men
7:30 pm Finance Com
7:00 pm -8 Meditation
& John G
1:00 pm -4 CoA Mtg (COM)
Class (204)
7:00 pm -9 Small Grp Mtg
(204)

"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

February 11
9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum
(202)
10:00 am Worship Service (S)
4:00 pm -6 MuComm Concert
(S+COM)
6:30 pm -8 SGM Grp-Doud
(BR)
6:30 pm -8 Sr Youth Mtg (204)
6:30 pm -8:30 OWL Class
(202)

February 12

February 13

7:00 pm -9 Small Grp
(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

February 14

7:00 pm Parish Board
1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
(204)
Team (204)
7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 3:30 pm -5 Jr Youth
(202)
Group (202)

7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

February 18

February 19

February 20

February 21

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf
Lyceum (202)
10:00 am Worship
Service (S)

7:00 pm -9:30 Reh-Brad 7:00 pm -9 Climate
11:00 am Racial Just
C (S)
Justice Mtg
Rndtbl (202)
7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
(202)
Team (204)
7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
7:30 pm Phys Plant
7:00 pm -8 Meditation
(204orL02)
Com (L06)
Class (204)
President's Day "Meditation & Mindfulness"
Office Closed
w/Julie Gillette

February 25

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf
Lyceum (202)
10:00 am Worship
Service (S)
12:00 pm Racial Justice
Wkshp (202)

February 26

February 27

Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

7:00 pm -8 Meditation Class
(204)
7:00 pm -8:30 Memb Com
7:00 pm -8:30 Social Resp
Council

Newsletter deadline
March 4

February 28

1:00 pm Small Grp (204) 7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
w/Ginny Crocker
(202)
Team (204)
7:00 pm -9 Small Grp
3:30 pm -5 Jr Youth
(204)
Group (202)

7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum (202)
10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:00 am FP BP Clinic
11:30 am "UU&You" Class (MS)
1:00 pm -5 Reh (S, COM or 204)
5:30 pm -8:30 CoA Mtg (COM)
6:00 pm -7:30 Wmns Book Grp
(BR)
6:30 pm -8 Sr Youth Mtg (204)
6:30 pm -8:30 OWL Class (202)
7:00 pm -9:30 FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
3:30 pm -7 Youth Choirs
(COM)

Parishioner published
March 5

March 6

March 7

7:00 pm Peace & Justi- 1:00 pm -3 Sanctuary
ce Com
Team (204)
7:30 pm -9 Al-Anon Mtg 3:30 pm -5 Jr Youth
(202)
Group (202)
7:30 pm Finance Com
7:00 pm -8 Meditation
Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

10:00 am -11:30 SGM
Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

6:30 pm
First Friday Potluck
(COM)

February 8
9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!
3:30 pm -7 Youth Choirs
(COM)

February 9

11:00 am Mem svc
(S+COM)
Hanna Papanek

6:30 pm -8:30 Annual
Chili Cook-off (COM)

February 10

5:30 pm [FP serves at
Lowell Trans Ctr]

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir
Reh (COM)
7:30 pm Partner Church
Com
February 15
9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
3:30 pm -7 Youth Choirs
(COM)

7:15 pm -8:30 Wendell
Refior (202)
7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir
Reh (COM)
7:30 pm Lay Pastoral
Care Tm

February 16

February 17

10:00 am -11:30 SGM
Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

5:00 pm -9 Sanct
Worship (COM)

February 22

February 23

February 24

March 2

March 3

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

7:15 pm -8:30 Wendell
Refior (202)
snow date

7:30 pm -9
Adult Choir
Reh (COM)
March 1
9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
3:30 pm -7 Youth Choirs
(COM)

3:30 pm Leadership
Team
7:00 pm -9 Climate Justice
Mtg
7:00 pm -9 RE Com Mtg
7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir Reh
(COM)

10:00 am -11:30 SGM
Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

6:30 pm
First Friday Potluck
(COM)

March 8
9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
3:30 pm -7 Youth Choirs
(COM)

March 9

5:30 pm [FP serves at
Lowell Trans Ctr]

5:00 pm [FP serves @
Bedford Community
Table]
7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir
Reh (COM)
7:30 pm Partner Church Com

Bracketed events happen off-site -- All other events happen at the church

March 10

9:00 am -3 MuComm
event (S+COM)
"Jazz Brunch" sched. by
Janice Young

