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Caring Network - May 8 

Sunday, May 6 at 10:00 AM  

Music Sunday 

Coordinated by Brad Conner 

The choir with featured soloists will sing the grand Messe solennelle en l’honneur de 

Sainte-Cecile for vocal soloists, choir, orchestra, harp and organ by 19th century French 
composer Charles Gounod. 
We will also introduce our new Parish Minister, Annie Gonzalez Milliken!	 

Sunday, May 13 at 10:00 AM  

   at First Parish:       “The Measure of a Mother’s Love” 

Lisa Perry-Wood preaching 

   at Ferry Beach:           Rev. John Gibbons will lead worship 

Sunday, May 20 at 10:00 AM 

Coming of Age Service 

A culmination of 9th graders’ year of reflection on their beliefs, values and faith. CoAgers 
will share chalice lighting words, and their personal beliefs in creative deliveries of their 
credo statements. They will also share special pieces of music and song. We encourage 7th 
& 8th graders to join the adult parishioners in attending this very special service 

This year’s CoA participants: Olivia Belbute, Tim Bennett, Mina Bostwick, Libby  
Herzog, Izzy Hon-Anderson, Oliver Nosal and Abi Van Praagh 

CoA leaders:  Bob Doud, Peggy Duesenberry, Luanne Livesay 

Sunday, May 27 at 10:00 AM  

“Biting Hard Into the Woodwork” - 
Thoughts	about	the physicality of our religion 

Rev. John Gibbons preaching 

Next  
deadline for 
submissions 

is May 27th 

The Parishioner is published monthly. Deadline is on the last Sunday of each month. Submissions to: editors@uubedford.org. 
Church office is open weekdays 9AM – 5PM.   PHONE: 781.275.7994   E-MAIL: office@uubedford.org   WEB: www.uubedford.org 
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I do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag as 

lustily as chanticleer in the morning, standing on his roost, if 

only to wake my neighbors up. —H.D. THOREAU  

From New York City, Rev. Billy and the Stop Shopping Choir 
were with us last weekend. They are political activists, a dy-
namic choir, and a church without the churchiness. They’re try-
ing to change the political dynamic from “Hey, Ho, (Whatever 
Evil Thing) Has Got to Go” to, well, something different, more 
celebratory, more positive, more engaging, more transformative. 

Never have I seen more committed political activists who re-
main openhearted, loving, committed, and spirited. I am so 
pleased and proud that we gave them a home for the weekend. I 
joined them at a Back Bay protest of the Billionaires’ Pipeline 
on Saturday afternoon. They performed at FPB on Saturday 
night, and they led our worship on Sunday. They returned home 
after visiting Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Concord, singing at 
the graves of Thoreau, Emerson, Alcott, and others.  

Here are three people who were touched by their presence: 

1) Our sanctuary guest, Maria. Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, too, the Choir sang their gratitude and appreciation to 
Maria for her courage and her witness. She was incredibly 
moved. Despite the difficulty of her situation, Maria bloomed 
and beamed. Uncharacteristically, at length, she spoke of her 
appreciation for us at FPB and for Rev. Billy’s attentions. We 
return her gratitude, respect, and affection.  

2) Tristan Leiby is 13 and comes to church regularly. Tristan is 
delightful and also, being on the autism spectrum, has many 
challenges. Tristan was thrilled by the music, movement and the 
effervescence of it all. As the Choir soared, he pumped his arms 
into the air. Tristan was oh-so happy.  

3) Terry Tempest Williams is one of the foremost environmen-
tal authors today. It is not an exaggeration to call her a modern-

day Thoreau (she wrote the forward to a new edition of Wal-

den). She is a prolific, astonishing, and insightful spiritual writ-
er. She is a visiting professor at Harvard Divinity School. Terry 
was with us Saturday evening and blown away. She wants to 
bring Rev. Billy and the Choir to her home in Utah where 
there’s a fight to protect the Bears Ears National Monument.  

Maria, Tristan, and Terry. Can you imagine three more diverse 
ways of connecting with Rev. Billy and with our congregation? 
I’m sure they’re many more. I’m so proud of the diverse ways 
we connect with people. 

That’s what we’re about, right? Connecting one with another 
and with realities and purposes greater than ourselves. 

Earthalujah! 
 

Common Thoughts May is madness. Every-
one’s lives switch into 
high gear – gardens and 
homes demand atten-
tion, summer vacations 
require planning and 

every family you see is ramping up into a frenzy of 
spring sports, final concerts, plays and exams. It 
almost makes me long for the holidays. 

Here at First Parish, there is also a frenzy of activi-
ty as we rush toward summer. The Stewardship 
drive is wrapping up – what we are able to budget 
for in the coming year depends entirely on what 
you pledge now. If you haven’t pledged already, 
please do so immediately, before we need to make 
hard decisions about what to cut.  

After such a cold spring, I am looking forward to 
our annual Plant Fair on May 19! For any of you 
who’ve never been, this is a wonderful all-ages 
event here at FPB. Volunteer a little time helping 
out, and stay to enjoy the beautiful plants, vendors, 
food, music and kids’ activities out on the com-
mon!  

The RE program is wrapping up their classes, plan-
ning for RE Sunday and for next year’s curriculum. 
Members of our IT Committee have spent the win-
ter preparing for the rollout of our much needed 
website update, which will happen in the next few 
months. Currently, they are guiding committees in 
updating their info and training to edit the new site. 
The youth choirs are hard at work on the musical 
“Alice in Wonderland Jr.” for June 8 and 9. Our 
final, regular service is on June 10, and our Annual 
Meeting follows immediately after.  

What is the Annual Meeting? As members of FPB, 
Annual Meeting is our opportunity to hear updates 
from the various committees in church, and to vote 
on issues that come before the Parish – including 
replacing outgoing members of the Board and the 
Social Responsibility Council. If you have ever 
found yourself wondering what is going on in our 
busy church and how things are run – the Annual 
Meeting is a great place to start to find out.  

As always, your Board members are here if you 
have any questions or comments. You can always 
find us at community hour by looking for our yel-
low nametags!  

Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine V.G. Van Praagh,  

Board President 
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Minister’s Musings 

It has been three months since I preached about the #MeToo movement 
at First Parish, and, unsurprisingly, not much has changed in the world 
since then. There have been many more revelations of sexual abuse, mis-
conduct and harassment, with varying degrees of resolution or response. 
The initial public outcry has died down, the media has moved on for the 
most part, and we are left to figure out “What happens now?”  

At the time of my sermon, some of you reminded me that #MeToo is not 
just about women, but about anyone, of any gender identity, who has 
been sexually abused or assaulted by someone in a position of power. 
That came to mind this morning as I read the news about Pope Francis’ 
planned meeting with three of the male victims of sexual abuse by Chil-
ean Bishop Juan Barros Madrid, which had been covered up by the Vati-
can. The pope, who previously had defended the bishop, has said that he 
“wishes to ask their forgiveness, share in their pain and his shame for 
what they have suffered, and above all, listen to all their suggestions, so 
that these reprehensible facts never occur again.” Reading this, I was 
struck by how rare and profound the pope’s action is. How often does a 
person in a position of great power not only offer a sincere apology, but 
also the opportunity for victims to speak about what happened, “for as 
long as they wish to speak”? Isn’t this what every abuse survivor really 
hopes for and needs? The chance to be heard and to receive a heartfelt 
apology cannot remove or diminish the pain and damage of these offens-
es, but it is a big step on the path to healing.  

The continuing #MeToo conversation has definitely surfaced more ques-
tions than answers: Has the work (or social) environment between men 
and women changed in recent decades? Is there more sexual impropriety 
in the workplace now, or less? Is the #MeToo movement mostly about 
sex, or mostly about power? Are women (and others) making too big a 
deal about #MeToo? What should we teach our daughters or sons about 
appropriate vs. inappropriate contact? In many ways, it has been a con-
fusing time, but it also provides opportunities for dialogue that has long 
been needed. 

When the #MeToo revelations began to surface in earnest last Fall, 
many of us recalled experiences of abuse ourselves or one we knew ex-
isted. These memories often bring feelings of isolation, not knowing if 
we’re the only ones; we wonder if there is safety to talk openly about 
what we’ve seen and experienced. #MeToo, #NotOneMore and 
#TimesUp have created space for victims to speak up and out, knowing 
that they are no longer alone, that their voices will be heard and that 
there is a chance, not only for justice, but also for healing. 

These questions and more will form the basis for a lunchtime conversa-
tion: “#MeToo: Where Do We Go From Here?” on Tuesday, May 15th 
from 12:00-1:30, which Marya Dantzer and I will host. A light lunch 
will be served. This will be a time to hear others and be heard, to strug-
gle with the hard questions, but know that we’re not struggling alone. 
Please join us – we welcome your thoughts, ideas and reactions. RSVP 
to Lisa: lperrywood@gmail.com.  

 

You are invited to…  
 

Lisa Perry-Wood's 

Ordination into the Unitarian 
Universalist Ministry 

Sunday, June 3rd at 3:00PM 

First Parish in Lexington 

7 Harrington Road 

Child Care Available 

Reception To Follow 

 

Witness this milestone event in 
the life of Acting Parish Minis-
ter Lisa Perry-Wood, as she 
becomes an Ordained Unitarian 
Universalist Minister. For more 
information contact Tom Rich, 
Ordination Committee member 
at First Parish in Lexington, at 
tom.f.rich@gmail.com.  

From the First Parish Treasurer: 

The church's fiscal year ends on 

May 31. Pledge payments for  this 
year (the pledge you made during the 
2017 Stewardship campaign) are due 
by May 31. Please let Joan Petros, Par-
ish Administrator, know if you find 
that you will be unable to complete 
your pledge due to a change in circum-
stances.  

Requests for reimbursement should 
also be submitted by May 31.  

Thank you, 
Dee Russell, Treasurer 



On April 25th the Religious Education 
Committee shared the results and find-
ings of the RE Questionnaire and Forum 
with the Board. A special thank you to 
Craig Coldwell and Andrew Van Praagh 
for compiling and analyzing the question-
naire results, which informed the themes 
of the RE Forum. Thank you to the REC 
members who compiled thoughts and 
ideas gathered at table discussions during 
the RE Forum. And thank you to Lisa 
Kaushik for compiling that information 
into a format in which to share with the 
Board. As we develop plans for the 2018-

19 RE program, the REC will be address-
ing ways to creatively meet the desires of 
respondents and participants. The Board 
will be looking at ways to address non-

RE specific ideas and desires. Below is a 
brief look at results from the RE Forum. 
We look forward to sharing more find-
ings with you soon.  

What are our hopes and dreams for the 

spirituality and faith development of 

children & youth at FPB? 

To develop:  

• Compassion and empathy for others 

• Willingness to give of one’s self  
• Self-confidence  
• Self-awareness 

• Kindness 

• Openness 

• Respect 
• Tolerance 

• Morality 

What are our hopes and dreams for the 

spirituality and faith development of 

children & youth at FPB? 

To be able to: 

• Carry the values they learn here into 
the world 

• Practice action as part of religion 
(act on your beliefs) 

• Be informed, imaginative, non-

judgmental leaders of the future 

• Understand and be tolerant of all 
religions 

• Tell the difference between what is 
right and wrong, and what is in be-
tween 

• Serve others 

• Develop the perspective of what 
“a life well-lived is” 

• Explain what it means to be a 
Unitarian Universalist 

What does it look like for our kids & 

youth to have an amazing connection 

with the whole FPB community? 

Key themes included: 

1. Kids having a stronger voice 
within the congregation 

2. Congregation getting to know the 
kids 

3. Events to bring adults and kids 
together 

How can the RE program and our 

FPB community powerfully engage 

with each other? 

Key themes: 

1. More visibility of the RE pro-
gram in the church service on a 
regular basis 

2. Integrate the RE program into 
more Parish-wide communica-
tions and activities 

3. Connect parish members with 
passions or expertise with the RE 
program 

What are key elements that contrib-

ute to a great RE curriculum? 

Curricula should reinforce: 

Teamwork, inclusion, diversity, com-
munity, safety, tolerance, kindness, 
morality, emotional growth and social 
bonds 

Special Notice: Fall Teaching Team 
recruitment is underway! Remember: 
FPB’s programs for children and 
youth are cooperative efforts (and it 
really does take a village to raise a 
child). Please visit the RE display in 
the Common Room on Sunday morn-
ings during community hour. A mem-
ber of the REC will be happy to share 
information with you and answer 
questions. Please contact me or any 
member of the REC. We look forward 
to sharing news, info and the latest 
updates of the RE program with you. 

—Lisa Rubin (dre@uubedford.org),  
Director of Religious Education 
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Rainbow Connection The Bedford Lyceum 

A Forum on the Arts, Spiritu-

ality, Science, and Justice 
Sunday mornings from 9:00 9:50  

in Room 202 at First Parish  
(unless otherwise noted) 

Doris Smith, Chair 

May 6:  Non-Literary Works in 

Science Fiction. A lively discus-
sion of your favorite “main 
stream” science fiction movies or 
series. This discussion focuses 
on non-literary works in science 
fiction. We’ll explore how cur-
rent events influenced the story-
telling in “media-based” science 
fiction franchises. If you en-
joyed, loved (or even despised) 
Star Wars, Alien, Forbidden 
Planet and television shows like 
Star Trek, Battlestar Gallactica, 
and Doctor Who – come share 
your memories. 

May 14:  NO LYCEUM – Ferry 
Beach weekend. 

May 20 at 2-4PM in the Com-

mon Room:  “Two Minutes to 

Midnight, Intersectionality, and 

Threats to Global Peace”  with 
Joseph Gerson, PhD. Dr. Gerson 
is the Founding Director of The 
Campaign for Peace, Disarma-
ment and Common Security 
(CPDCS) and Vice President of 
the International Peace Bureau 
(IPB). Dr. Gerson will speak on 
the unique dangers of nuclear 
arms and great power conflicts 
currently confronting our nation 
along with the work his newly 
formed organization (CPDCS) is 
doing to build linkages between 
social justice movements in the 
face of these challenges. Spon-
sored by FPB’s Peace and Justice 
Committee. 

May 27: NO LYCEUM –  
Memorial Day weekend. 
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“Musical ideas spring to my mind like a 

flight of butterflies, and all I have to do  

is stretch out my hand to catch them.”  
—CHARLES GOUNOD (1818-1893)  

 

Here’s the music for upcoming services –  

May 6:  MUSIC SUNDAY! The adult choir, with featured soloists 
Carol Krusemark, Cynthia Mork, Davron Monroe and Benjamin 
Sears, will sing the grand Messe solennelle en l’honneur de Sainte-

Cecile for vocal soloists, choir, orchestra, harp and organ by 19th 
century French composer Charles Gounod. Be prepared for some 
astounding melodies accompanied by beautiful, even heavenly, or-
chestrations! 

May 13: Steve Sussman is playing piano. For those not going to Fer-
ry Beach, Steve will be another great reason to come to the service. 

May 20: Janet Welby will be playing the piano for the annual Com-
ing of Age service, which showcases First Parish’s youthful talent. 

May 27:  Steve Sussman will be playing piano. 

June 3:  Steve Sussman will be playing the piano and it will be the 
final appearance of our youth choirs for this church year under the 
direction of Janet Welby. 

June 10:  Robert Noble will be playing organ and Steve Sussman 
will be playing piano to accompany the adult choir as we bring the 
church year to a close. 

Mark your calendars! The bi-annual musical, “Alice in Wonder-
land”, by the youth choirs directed by the ever-terrific Janet Welby 
will be performed on June 8th and 9th. Come and be supportive of 
Janet and our youth! 

Have you thought about joining choir? Don’t miss out! Choir re-
hearsals for the adult choir are on Thursdays at 7:30-9PM in the 
sanctuary.  

—Bradford Conner, Music Director 

JOIN US FOR THE FIRST PARISH 

YOUTH CHOIRS’ PRODUCTION OF: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday June 8 and Saturday June 9 at 7PM, 
our FPB Youth Choirs are performing Alice in 

Wonderland Jr., directed by Janet Welby and 
presented by the FPB Music Committee! 

Join us as we travel down the rabbit hole and 
accompany Alice as she chases the White Rab-
bit, meets the Cheshire Cat, races the Dodo 
Bird, gets tied up with Tweedle Dee and 
Tweedle Dum, raps with a bubble-blowing 
Caterpillar, beats the Queen of Hearts at her 
own game, and crosses paths with rock lob-
sters, bratty flowers, royal cardsmen, unbirth-
day partiers, and other children along the way. 

Admission (cash or check, payable at the door) 
is $15 for adults and $10 for seniors, students, 
and children age 6 and up (age 5 and under are 
free). All proceeds to benefit First Parish in 
Bedford. And be sure to buy your tickets for 
the gift baskets that will be raffled off during 
each performance evening — you won’t want 
to miss out! Raffle tickets will be available to 
purchase at community hour after services 
every Sunday prior to the performance. 

65th Annual Plant & Craft Fair - Saturday, May 20, 10AM - 3PM 

This year's Plant and Craft Fair is facing a serious lack of volunteers. Please do not 
assume that we know you have always done something and will show up on the day. 
The sign-up sheet is available at the Plant Fair table in the Common Room after  
services every Sunday, or you can send an email message to Dorothy Africa at  

dorothy.africa@gmail.com. At the moment, we could use someone to act as liaison for the food trucks. This means 
collecting the permit application documents and getting them to the Town Health Dept., which can be done mostly on 
your computer. We also need someone to assist Connie Woskov on the morning of the Fair (May 19) and to pick-up 
the coffee supplies. Plenty of other tasks remain to choose among, and if you don't see the job you have in mind on 
the sign-up sheet, write it in under miscellaneous.  

If you belong to a local organization that would like to have an information booth at the Fair, please contact Sandy 
Boczenowski (sandyboz@gmail.com). The bake sale this year is being organized by the First Parish youth, so if you 
are interested in contributing baked goods for the sale, please contact Lisa Rubin (dre.lisa.uubedford@gmail.com).  

This spring event succeeds only if we want it to; this is our sixty-fifth Plant and Craft Fair and we need to remember 
that it needs nurture, even if it is a perennial.  

—Dorothy Africa for the Plant and Craft Fair Organizers 2018 

NOTESNOTESNOTESNOTES    
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The Stewardship Campaign  
has officially ended but we still  

need your pledge! 
We must know how much money will 
be pledged for the 2018 - 2019 church 
year so we can make an accurate 
budget. Right now we are substantial-
ly lower than the goal we set. Without 
meeting our goal we will need to start 
deciding what to cut from the budget. 

Thank you to everyone who has already pledged and to 
those who haven't – please return your pledge cards!  

—The Stewardship Committee 

General Assembly in 

Kansas City, June 20-24  

General Assembly is the 
annual meeting of our Uni-
tarian Universalist Associa-
tion. Attendees worship, wit-
ness, learn, connect, and 
make policy for the Association through democratic pro-
cess. “All Are Called” is the theme of this year’s GA. FP 

Bedford is entitled to eight lay delegates and we provide 

modest financial help. If you’re interested, speak with 

John or call the church office. 

Grounded in a deep belief that we are all prophets, Unitar-
ian Universalists ask, “How can we faithfully meet the 
demands of our time?” The call to witness and act for jus-
tice in our society and in the world is clear. So, too, is the 
call to examine our structures and practices, dismantling 
and transforming those, which fail to recognize the full 
humanity of all people and to honor the interdependent 
web of life. Join us in Kansas City as we dive deeply into 
questions of mission for our Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation, for our congregations and communities, and for 
each of us as individuals. 

Sanctuary Update - Our Sanctuary work contin-

ues with volunteers making “Maria” feel safe and wel-
come. Several social groups, a Spanish conversation 
and a Needlework group contribute to this welcome. 
We also continue exploring legal options. We now 
have nine interfaith congregations who have covenant-
ed with us to provide support. Other support comes 
from several congregations who have dedicated a 
‘Share The Plate’ offering to our Sanctuary mission. 
We are most grateful. Spiritual Reflection groups are 
happening at many of the congregations and we held a 
Spiritual Reflection evening at FPB on April 19th. Pa-
rishioners shared their personal immigration stories and 
the ways that being a volunteer has been meaningful. 
More training for volunteers and future Spiritual Re-
flection groups will be happening and if you are inter-
ested in these or any of the social offerings please con-
tact a member of the Sanctuary Committee.   

—Christine Dudley-Marling,  

Co-chair Sanctuary Committee 

The last meeting of this 
church year for the FPB 
Women’s book group will 
take place on June 3rd, 

6:00-7:30pm at the church. Please bring a potluck dish to 
share! RSVP’s would be helpful, but feel free to just show 
up (newcomers welcome).  

We will be discussing The Warmth of Other Suns by Isa-
bel Wilkerson. “In this epic, beautifully written master-
work, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson 
chronicles one of the great untold stories of American 
history: the decades-long migration of black citizens who 
fled the South for northern and western cities, in search of 
a better life.” Note: We may also be picking books to read 
for next year’s book group at this meeting. 

—Corinne Doud (cordoud@gmail.com) 

Meditation & Mindfulness Group  
Wednesday nights at First Parish, 7-8pm 

May meetings on May 9, 16, 23, 30 (no May 2) 

Contemplative traditions offer a wealth of grounding, 
balancing, and healing practices to develop our own 
inner resources. These practices help us bring more 
awareness, thoughtfulness, and peace to our complex 
lives in stressful times. Each week we will focus on 
connecting with the reality of our experience in the mo-
ment through body-centered and heart-opening practic-
es of insight and compassion. Everyone is welcome – 
no prior experience necessary. If you are new to medi-
tation and would like some personal guidance, please 
arrive a little early. Please feel free to email meditation 
teacher Julie Gillette at jgillette@hds.harvard.edu with 
any questions. 

On April 15 we wel-
comed these new mem-
bers: Kari Amazeen, Meg 
and Richard LeSchack, 
Eleanor Swanson, Alison 

Kruse, Rich Suval, Martha Gruson, Dan Smythe and  
Sabrina McClain. We pledged “to worship together in such 
affection that our differences strengthen one another.” 
Praise Be! Huzzah! Change-alujah! 
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Nuclear Disarmament – 

Joys and Concerns  

We can all celebrate the possible light 
at the end of the tunnel that has ap-
peared on the Korean peninsula with 
the sudden thaw in relations between north and south. 
Whether it’s a new day or an on-coming train, we will 
know better when Pres. Trump meets with Kim Jung 
Un sometime next month. In the meantime, we certain-
ly welcome this step back from nuclear brinksmanship.	 

Unfortunately, work toward a worldwide ban on nucle-
ar weapons suffered a setback with the postponement 
of the May UN High Level Conference on Nuclear Dis-
armament. Hopes were this conference would help 
move the Ban Treaty forward toward more signatories, 
but political obstacles have delayed it. Continued pres-
sure (meaning “contact legislators”) for US participa-
tion will help ensure the Conference proceeds at a later 
date. 

Closer to home, there are important efforts underway to 
link peace issues with other social justice causes. On 
Feb. 3, representatives from 39 peace organizations 
across the state gathered in Worcester to form the Mas-
sachusetts Network for Peace and Justice, with signifi-
cant representation and outreach to the Poor People’s 
Campaign, Black Lives Matter, and other social justice 
groups. Jerry Ross represented FPB’s Peace and Justice 
Committee at the meeting. The next meeting of the 
group will be May 19. 

At the same time, the newly formed Campaign for 
Peace, Disarmament and Common Security (CPDCS) 
has organized a first-ever “working conference on in-
tersectionality.” Bringing together leading thinkers 
from a range of social justice organizations, the confer-
ence will explore how best to overcome obstacles to 
common goals and build effective collaborations.  
Joseph Gerson, PhD, the Founding Director of CPDCS, 
will speak at the FPB’s Lyceum at 2PM on Sun. May 
20 to share insights from this conference and another he 
recently organized in NYC featuring Noam Chomsky, 
Daniel Ellsberg and other internationally-known 
|figures. 

Finally, the “Shout Heard Round the World” march and 
rally postponed on Patriot’s Day has been rescheduled 
for Sun. May 27. The action will call attention to the 
role Hanscom Field is playing in the coordination of 
our nuclear arsenal and its planned expansion. FPB is 
among the co-sponsors of this event. For where and 
when to show up, see http://masspeaceaction.org/event/ 

 —Jerry Ross for the Peace and Justice Committee 

Social Responsibility Council -  
Grants Available 

An important initiative of our Social Responsibility 
Council is a program of grant making and donations to 
agencies and organizations that represent our core values. 
The Council has a small amount of funds left for this fis-
cal year and is open to additional requests. Requests for 

funds must be made no later than May 15. Please con-
tact Shawn Hanegan, Chair, (Shawnjh7@gmail.com) with 
any questions or to make a request. 

Wisdom Appreciation Luncheon  
June 3rd at 12:30PM in the Common Room 

This year marks the 10th Annual Wisdom Appreciation 
Tea/Luncheon. This event is a time to recognize members 
who have been part of the First Parish community for 25 
years or more. We come together to celebrate, and reflect 
on our history and our future together. Invitations will be 
sent by mail the week of May 6th. In order to make sure 
that we have an accurate head count, RSVP to the office 
(781-275-7994) by Tuesday May 22. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

—The Membership Committee and your Ministers 

STAR ISLAND is a unique, island vaca-
tion and conference destination in NH 
founded on the traditions of Unitarian Uni-
versalism and the United Church of Christ. 
We strive to contribute to our world by 
providing a sacred and meaningful space for 
a vibrant intergenerational community. For 
information on our 2018 season programs, visit 
www.starisland.org. 

UU Summer Camp - Are you looking for a ful-
filling, wildly fun, outdoor experience for your young 
one? Unirondack, a UU summer camp nestled in the foot-
hills of the Adirondack's might be the place for you. 
While our high school sessions are already full for the 
summer, our 12-14 and 14-16 year old sessions still have 
room! Campers at Unirondack live the experience of 
building a unique, caring, UU community that puts their 
experience first. Build upon the values of the seven prin-
ciples, we strive to create a camp community that is intel-
lectually stimulating, welcoming to campers of all walks 
of life, and gives youth the opportunity to leave the rest of 
the world behind while they perform in talent shows, 
paint with watercolors over a wild Adirondack lake, swim 
and canoe in nature, and let their imagination run wild in 
theater and music. Email Director@unirondack.org or 
visit www.unirondack.org for more info! 
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Pole Capping Invocation -  

I address this prayer to our fellow Citizens, 
Neighbors, and Friends for it is useless to 
ask God’s blessing unless we want it and are 
anxious for it. 

We pray therefore first of all for all who pro-
fess the virtues of freedom but do not prac-
tice them. There are some too lazy to vote 
but not too lazy to grumble. Bless them. 

We pray for the tax payers who want good 
streets, good schools, good health and ample 
safety but who wish other people to pay 
their cost. 

We pray for the comfortable who do not 
care about anything so long as they are left 
at ease. 

We pray for ministers, if there are any in this 
region – I do not believe there are – who say 
what is pleasant to hear rather than what is 
true. 

Arrayed before you, my fellow Citizens, 
Neighbors, and Friends is no quaint colorful 
New England artifact of forgotten history. 
Nay! What is arrayed before you is the re-
telling of our sacred narrative of democracy. 
This is a narrative of a popular uprising for 
the common good, of resistance to arbitrary 
and capricious authoritarianism; of rebellion 
against foreign interference and the disrup-
tion of our domestic tranquility; of stubborn 
opposition to loathsome tariffs (stamps and 
tea) and a rejection of relentless assaults up-
on the truth of our just purpose. This is a 
narrative of liberation from colonial captiv-
ity and a proud assertion of e pluribus unum, 

out of the diverse many, we are one! To the 
King and his agents, we say Don’t Tread on 
Me! 

May we be anxious for our freedom 
(anxious as in worried and anxious as in ea-
ger). May we be worthy of our democracy, 
and willing to sacrifice for its improvement 
and defense. 

As was witnessed here so long ago, may we 
still be deserving of God’s blessing. May it 
be so and let the people say, Amen!  

— prayer delivered by John Gibbons,  

Chaplain to the Bedford Company of Minutemen,  

on Pole Capping Day, April 7, 2018 

Meals and Rides during May  
For those of you who need some help with meals 
delivered to you, or a ride to a medical appoint-
ment this month, please let us know. We have a 
list of Volunteers that we have created from pa-
rishioners who want to offer these services to 
you. During the month of May, please call Coor-
dinator, Dot Ellis at 781-538-6654. 

News from the Parish Nose - Congratulations 
to Lisa Perry-Wood, candidate to be Senior Minis-
ter at the First Parish in Brookline. Brookline will 
vote on May 6…. Attending April’s UU-United 
Nations Office Spring Seminar on Global Migra-
tion in NYC were youth Abi Van Praagh, Amelia 
Leida, Nate Linden, Paris Stone, and adults Jerry Ross, Sylvia Cowan 
and Lisa Rubin… Rick Spofford is at CareOne in Lexington, hoping 
to return home soon… Lyrl Ahern is home after a stint in rehab…
Betty Zaff, too, is recuperating after complications of cardiac sur-
gery… George Epple is on the mend after a fall… Patrick Oates is 
much improved after complicated gall bladder surgery… Our week-
end with Rev. Billy raised $3500 for our Sanctuary Program… With 
much ado, Billy & Co. also sanctified Brown Pulliam for his climate 
activism. Saint Brown! Pipeline Pulliam!... A fine photo of John  
Gibbons (in parson’s clothing) being arrested at a climate protest is 
featured in an April on-line issue of The New Y orker (https://
www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/sometimes-fighting-climate-

change-means-breaking-the-law)… Newcomers were recently wel-
comed to the parsonage by our Membership Committee… With apple 
pie, martinis, stories and a reading of the Chic Sale classic, The Spe-

cialist, Riff Mildram was remembered at a recent gathering at Karen 
Frederick’s… FPB hosted a Clergy Symposium for the Domestic  
Violence Services Network, focused on the needs of immigrants and 
highlighting our Sanctuary program. Ten congregations, UU, Jewish, 
and Episcopalian are now covenanted as Level Two, supporting our 
Level One sanctuary in Bedford… 940 people have watched the FPB/
UU episode of Spiritually Speaking. Have you? (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8K-mhGb_Id8)… A status conference 
was held in the Lawrence Superior Court on April 30 regarding our 
solar panel lawsuit. The next substantive hearing will be at 9am on 
June 18, again in Lawrence. The judge took note of the many parish-
ioners who attended a previous hearing and, again, we are welcome 
to attend… Who’s interested in leading a summer Sunday service in 
August?....    —tpn  

Our thoughts are with Melinda Nasardinov whose  
father died recently. A memorial service was held at 
the First Parish in Plymouth. 

Also in our thoughts is Doris Crowell whose husband 
Chris died last Saturday. 

Dan Smythe’s mother died recently, as did Dennis Ahern’s younger 
brother. 
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The 65The 65The 65The 65th th th th Annual First Parish Annual First Parish Annual First Parish Annual First Parish 

Plant & Craft FairPlant & Craft FairPlant & Craft FairPlant & Craft Fair 

Bedford Common 

Saturday, May 19, Saturday, May 19, Saturday, May 19, Saturday, May 19, 10 am until 3 pm 

Visit the Website: Visit the Website: Visit the Website: Visit the Website: 
www.uubedford.org/plantfairwww.uubedford.org/plantfairwww.uubedford.org/plantfairwww.uubedford.org/plantfair 

All Voting Members  
of First Parish in 

Bedford should plan 
to attend 

 

 

The Annual Meeting  
of the Parish 

Sunday, June 10 

Following the 10AM service 

We will vote to adopt a budget for the new  
fiscal year, hear reports from our leadership, 
discuss other important matters of the parish 

and elect members to fill open positions 



First Parish Upcoming Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April 29 April 30 May 1 May 2 May 3 May 4 May 5

May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10 May 11 May 12

May 13 May 14 May 15 May 16 May 17 May 18 May 19

May 20 May 21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 25 May 26

May 27 May 28 May 29 May 30 May 31 June 1 June 2

June 3 June 4 June 5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 9

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum (202)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)

1:00 pm -4  Youth Choirs

(S,COM,or204)

3:30 pm -8  Grn Sanc event

(S+BR)

5:00 pm -6:30  Wmns Book Grp
(COM)

5:30 pm -7:30  OWL Class (202)
6:30 pm -8  SGM Grp-Doud (BR)
6:30 pm -8  Sr Youth Mtg (204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)
Newsletter deadline

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp

(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

7:00 pm Parish Board

(204)

7:00 pm Peace & Justi-

ce Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Finance Com

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

Parishioner
published

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)

3:30 pm Leadership

Team

7:00 pm -9  Climate

Justice Mtg
7:00 pm -9  RE Com Mtg

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir Reh (S)

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

8:30 am -11:30  Choir

Reh (S)
Dress Reh for Music Sunday

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum (202)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)

11:00 am FP BP Clinic

11:45 am Mtg on budget (202)

1:00 pm -4  Youth Choirs

(S,COM,or204)

6:30 pm -8  SGM Grp-Doud (BR)

6:30 pm -8  Sr Youth Mtg (204)

6:30 pm -8:30 OWL Celebration

(COM+S)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp Mtg (204)

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

7:00 pm Parish Board

(204)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir

Reh (S)

7:30 pm Partner Church

Com

5:30 pm [FP serves at

Lowell Trans Ctr]

10:00 am Worship

Service (S)

2:00 pm -5  Youth

Choirs (S,COM,or204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

Mother's Day

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp

(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

12:00 pm #MeToo

Lunch (COM)

6:00 pm -8  CoA Svc

Reh (S)

7:00 pm -9  Climate

Justice Mtg

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)
7:30 pm Phys Plant Com (L06)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

7:00 pm -8:30 Social

Resp Council

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

7:30 pm Lay Pastoral

Care Tm

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

10:00 am

- 3pm

PLANT

FAIR
4:00 pm -8 Green Sanct

event (S+COM)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:30 am Gallery reception

(BR)
1:00 pm -4  Youth Choirs

(S,COM,or204)
2:00 pm -4 Bedf Lyceum

(COM)
6:30 pm -8  SGM Grp-Doud

(BR)
6:30 pm -8  Sr Youth Mtg (204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (COM)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)

7:00 pm -8:30  Memb

Com
7:30 pm Endowment Com

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

10:00 am Worship

Service (S)

1:00 pm -4  Youth

Choirs (S,COM,or204)
Rehearsals for Musical
w/Janet W.

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

Newsletter
deadline

Memorial Day 
(Observed) - Office

Closed

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)

Parishioner
published

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

7:30 pm -9

Adult Choir

Reh (S)

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum
(202)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:00 am FP BP Clinic
12:30 pm Membership event

(COM)
5:00 pm -9 Reserved for

Musical (S)
6:00 pm -7:30  Wmns Book

Grp (COM)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

3:00 pm -9 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp

(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

3:00 pm -9 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm Peace & Justi-

ce Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Finance Com

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:00 pm -9 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)

3:00 pm -9 Reserved for

Musical (S)

3:30 pm Leadership

Team

7:00 pm -9  Climate

Justice Mtg
7:00 pm -9  RE Com Mtg

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir Reh (S)

5:30 pm [FP serves at

Lowell Trans Ctr]

7:00 pm Youth Choirs

Musical (S)
"Alice in Wonderland, Jr."

7:00 pm Youth Choirs

Musical (S)
"Alice in Wonderland, Jr."

Ferry Beach Retreat - 4pm Fri--...

Ferry Beach R...

Bracketed events happen off-site -- All other events happen at the church


