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Spirit…Justice…Community…  

Sunday, March 3 at 10:00 AM  

“Patriarchy at Work” 

Coordinated by Rev. Annie Gonzalez Milliken 

Come hear First Parish women talk about ways the patriarchy is at work in their lives. 
With humor, sadness and anger we’ll tackle double standards, trying to do and have it all, 
how race and class privilege helps us navigate sexism, and more!  

Sunday, March 10 at 10:00 AM  

“Sustainable Life in an Unsustainable World” 

Rev. Annie Gonzalez Milliken preaching 

From destroying our natural resources to running our minds, bodies 
and spirits into the ground, this society we live in does not offer many 
models for sustainable living. How do we remain committed to all we 
must do, stay fully in this world, and not completely lose our minds? 

Organist Robert Noble will be joined by pianist extraordinaire Jacqueline Schwab who 
will be performing a concert at 2pm to benefit our sanctuary program.  

Sunday, March 17 at 10:00 AM 

“Many Ways to Kiss the Ground” 

Deborah Weiner preaching, with Dorothy Perales and Water Prayer Dancers 

Sunday, March 24 at 10:00 AM  
Rev. John Gibbons preaching 

Sunday, March 31 at 10:00 AM 

“We’re All Middle Class and Other Lies About Money” 

Rev. Annie Gonzalez Milliken preaching 

Talking about money and class can be super awkward and uncomfortable. Yet secrecy 
and shame do not help us navigate our personal financial realities nor do they make it eas-
ier to make our economy more fair. We'll unpack some myths and strengthen our muscles 
for being real about money and class. 
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There is a lot going on around Frist 
Parish this month!  

Work will be beginning in the com-
ing weeks to repair the ceiling in our 
common room and reroof our build-

ing. This much-needed reroofing is one step in preparing for our 
solar installation. The other step – the solar panel funding cam-
paign – has been incredibly successful! Many thanks to gener-
osity of our members and to our Solar Panel Team, particularly 
Karl Winkler and Joan Bowen. 

I am happy to announce that Rev. Annie Gonzalez Milliken has 
agreed to continue as our Parish Minster next year. We have 
gotten wonderful feedback about Annie’s ministry, and we are 
delighted she is enjoying her work with us.  

As you all know, Deb Weiner, our Interim DRE, has another 
year with us on her contract. We have all been impressed with 
the thought and care she has brought to our RE program, and we 
look forward to continuing that work next year and into the fu-
ture. In the coming months, the Board and Staff, in consultation 
with various committees, will be taking a long look at our staff-
ing needs. How is our staffing serving the mission of this 
church? How will our staffing adapt to the community we want 
to be? Staffing adjustments take time to plan and actualize. Our 
planning will begin to see fruition next winter, when we start 
our search for Religious Education staffing. As always, if you 
have thoughts you would like to share, please contact a member 
of the Board. We would appreciate hearing from you! 

Late winter will also bring the Talents & Treasures Auction on 
March 23rd, and our Annual Stewardship Drive. While fund 
drives and special events are enjoyable ways to raise money, the 
Stewardship Drive is the most important part of our budget! 
Committees have made their requests for the coming year, in 
the hopes of continuing or expanding programming to make our 
community stronger, to broaden our outreach and care for our 
historic building. Our ability to reach for those hopes depends 
on how we all pledge. Letting Stewardship know what each of 
us is able to give and giving generously are critical to the suc-
cess of our community as a whole.   

Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine Van Praagh, Board President 

The Bedford Lyceum 

A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality,  

Science, and Justice 

Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 9:50 in the Com-
mon Room at First Parish (unless otherwise noted) 

Doris Smith, Chair 

March 3:  The Deep History and Current Trends 
of the English Language with Daniel G. Do-
noghue, Harvard professor. Is change in language 
a good thing or a bad thing? Can knowledge of the 
long history of English help us understand current 
and future trends? Are English dialects going to 
merge? Who decides what is correct grammar? 
Come and discuss these questions. 

March 10: A Retrospective of 60 Years of  
Activism, or How to feel good when you lose 

more often than you win. This lyceum will be 
presented by activists Brown and Lois Pulliam 

March 17:  No Lyceum 

March 24:  Abby Hafer will tell us about her 

new book: Darwin’s Apostles. When the dis-
covery of evolution by natural selection was an-
nounced to the world, neither of the scientists who 
discovered it were present at the announcement! 
When evolution was debated and insults traded at 
the notorious 1860 meeting of the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, the co-

discoverers of evolution weren’t there, either. 
Who did the hatchet work on behalf of evolution? 
Why, Darwin’s apostles, of course!  

March 31, 8:30AM (Note special time): In Our 

Own Words a presentation by Boston NAMI and 
coordinated by Lee Vorderer. As a follow-up to 
the Access for ALL service on anxiety, we’ve in-
vited members of the Boston NAMI chapter to 
come speak and answer questions about their ex-
periences with mental illness, stigma, and any 
general questions around invisible disabilities that 
the congregation might have. “In Our Own Voic-
es” will include a conversation/presentation, along 
with a short film. 

April 7:  “Many Kinds of Prisons: Charles Dick-

ens on American Incarceration and Slavery” 
with Diana Archibald. After Charles Dickens's 
1842 visit to the US, he wrote about American 
penal institutions and slavery in his travel book, 
American Notes. His keen observations, incisive 
critique, satiric wit, and heartfelt appeal still speak 
to us today in our age of mass incarceration and 
institutionalized racism. 

Fat Tuesday March 5, 5:30-8PM 

Fat Tuesday, also known as 
Shrove Tuesday, is the last day before 
the season of Lent that leads up to Easter in the Christian tradi-
tion. While they might get quite rowdy down in New Orleans, in 
other traditions this day is marked by eating pancakes for dinner. 
Join Deb Weiner and Annie Gonzalez Milliken for an all ages 
pancake supper and a short worship exploring what Lent might 
mean for Unitarian Universalists. Bring the whole family and 
come when you can! 
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All the musicians of FPB, 
singers and instrumentalists of 
all ages, contribute so much of 
their time and talents to make 
our Sunday morning services 
special. Please remember to let 
each one of them know how 
much they are appreciated.  

Here’s the music for services in the upcoming month – 

March 3:  I will be playing piano joined by Carol Epple on 
flute and Elizabeth Connors on clarinet. We will be pre-
senting three delightful arrangements from Tchaikovsky’s 
“The Seasons”. 

March 10:  Robert Noble will be playing solo pieces on our 
historic Hook & Hastings organ. 

March 17: Robert Noble will be playing organ; the adult 
choir will be singing J.S. Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of Man’s De-
siring” in a new arrangement by Dean Groves. In honor of 
St. Patrick’s Day, the offertory and postlude will be 
played by a small band of instrumentalists, some of whom 
you’ll know, like Ian Carroll and family; others who spe-
cialize in Irish music. Immediately after the service, the 
band will continue to play in the sanctuary until noon. 

March 24:  Steve Sussman will be playing piano and the 
youth choirs will sing under the direction of Janet Welby.  

March 31:  Robert Noble will be playing piano and organ; 
the adult choir joined by instrumentalists will sing three 
songs about peace – Mendelssohn’s “How Lovely Are the 
Messengers,” Douglas Wagner’s “Deep Peace” and the 
lively Hebrew folk song, “Shalom Chaverim”. 

April 7:  Steve Sussman will be playing piano; the adult 
choir will sing two pieces – Verdi’s famous “Va pensi-
ero” and Rossini’s beautiful “Prayer”. 

Have you thought about joining choir? We’ve got great 
plans for the spring including fantastic music on Good Fri-
day and Easter celebrating both Easter and Passover, and 
spectacular music by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, includ-
ing excerpts from “Elijah,” with orchestra for Music Sunday 
2019. Don’t miss out! Adult Choir rehearsals are on Thurs-
days at 7:30-9PM in the sanctuary.   

—Bradford Conner, Music Director 

Vintage Music of Latin America -  
Benefit Concert to Support Sanctuary Fund 

Please mark your calen-
dar for a benefit concert 
on Sunday, March 10  
at 2PM, by Jacqueline 

Schwab, noted for  her  
evocative playing on the 
soundtracks for Ken 
Burns’ productions in-
cluding Civil War, Baseball, Mark Twain, Frank 

Lloyd Wright, and The War. The concert, “Burning 
Bridges—Vintage Music of Latin America”, cele-
brates the sensual spirit, expressive melodies and 
pulsing dance rhythms of vintage music from Cuba, 
Brazil, Argentina, Venezuela and Mexico. Jacqueline 
will perform classical and her own arrangements of 
vintage and traditional folk habaneras, tangos, and 
waltzes, styles that were forerunners of contemporary 
Latin music. 

The funds from the concert are going to the local in-
terfaith sanctuary coalition: a group of eleven UU, 
Jewish and Christian congregations that have agreed 
to work together to support our guest. From buying 
groceries to supporting with legal fees, it takes a vil-
lage and a lot of money to offer this sacred protection. 
Thank you for supporting this endeavor! 

Sanctuary Update -  

As February ends, our guest has been with us for just 
over 400 days.  In that time, just under 400 volunteers 
have stepped forward to support this work and just 
over 100 of these volunteers are from FPB! It is so 
gratifying, though not at all surprising, to see our con-
gregation putting their values into practice in this most 
tangible way. Every week our guest asks us to thank 
the volunteers for all they do for her. She feels like we 
are family and she wishes so much to find a way to 
show her appreciation! Truthfully, the sanctuary com-
mittee echoes her thanks on a regular basis in gratitude 
for your ongoing support as we continue, “stepping off 
a cliff with no idea of what will happen.” You might 
remember that quote as one of John’s comments the 
day we took the vote to do physical sanctuary. It has 
certainly been an unpredictable ride with surprises at 
every turn but, as many volunteers have said, it has 
also been a personally rewarding one! 

And please see below for info on a concert here at 
First Parish to benefit our Sanctuary program.  

—Judi Curcio and Maureen Richichi  
for the Sanctuary Committee 

Come to the... 
Our talented youth and adults invite you 
to our biannual, über talent show. The 
time is 7:00pm and the evening is Saturday, March 2 in the 
Sanctuary at First Parish. 

We have dancers, drummers, singers, instrumentalists,  
karate and humor.  And if you would like to share your  

special talent, we’d love to have you perform with us!  

Contact Janet Welby at janet.welby@comcast.net. 



COMPOSTING at First Parish 

Hopefully by now you have all 
noticed that very green, very 
cute mini bin in the Common 
Room. It is a COMPOST bin. 
We now not only separate out 
plastic, paper, and trash, we 
have a place where you can toss 
anything that is compostable. 

What is that? Anything that was once living, anything 
organic, like vegetables, fruits, vegetable oils, bacon 
grease, paper towels and napkins, bones, fish skins, food 
that has died in the refrigerator, can go into the compost 
bin. We’ve been able to do this because we now have 
curbside composting by Black Earth Compost available 
to us in our Bedford homes. Our sexton Joe takes it out 
to the curb on every other Wednesday. 

But we need to be vigilant. Somebody put a large plastic 
wrapping into the bin and that is just not going to be ok. 
It is contamination. The compost that is made is of ex-
tremely high quality. If too much contamination gets 
into the stream, our costs will increase. 

So check it out, there is a list of what is acceptable on 
the bin. If you would like more information, please con-
tact Renu Bostwick or Chris Rabinowitz. 

Our artists for the months of February 
and March are First Parishioners  
Mary Aloyse Firestone and Brogan Joe 
Murphy.  

Mary Firestone says that she came 
to take art seriously when in 1975, 
her instructor took the class outside 
and told her students “Pick up a leaf 
and make a contour drawing of it.” 
Mary was flummoxed by this instruc-
tion, but the teacher showed her a 
book of plant drawings by Ellsworth 
Kelly and that changed Mary’s life. 
Looking at her art you will see how it 
is nourished by forms in nature. 

Joe Murphy says 
he has always 
been drawn to 
the ordinary as 
subjects for his 
paintings. He too 
is heavily influ-
enced by objects 
in nature of 

which he says his paintings invite the viewer to join him 
in the silent, intimate serenity of nature. 

Please find time to visit our Gallery space – in the Bacon 
Room & adjoining reception areas above our Sanctuary. 
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Energy Conservancy Update  
Re-roofing of the building has commenced, weather per-
mitting and SunBug has us on their installation schedule 
for mid-Spring. The new solar array should be operation-
al by midsummer. Lastly, congratulations for the out-
standing response to a “Buy a Panel” campaign! Though 
we have reached the base goal, additional contributions 
to the project are ALWAYS welcome. Please make sure 
to get your pledges in as we are trying to wrap this up by 
March 1st. Thank you again from the ECo Taskforce. 

Stewardship Update  
We are working with the Board and the Treasurer to set 
a pledge goal for the coming year. How much do we 
think people are willing to give to support this church? 
To pay for the things they want and need and love here? 
The bar can be set relatively low (450K?) or high 
(470K?) or higher (490K?). What does the budget look 
like when we reach any particular number? 

The sum of our pledges will determine what we can af-
ford. If the bar is set low we may reach the goal but 
need to accept a budget that calls for cuts in funding 
committee requests and programs we want to continue. 
Not raising enough means making hard decisions about 
what can be funded and having to turn down requests 
for programs and activities and support that people care 
deeply about. So let's aim high or even higher - maybe 
we won't reach our goal but the closer we come the 
more we can say yes to the things we want to do. 

We will keep you post-
ed about the campaign 
goal! Please start think-
ing about how much 
you will give to support 
our vibrant community.  

at First Parish 

Social Responsibility Council 
Applications for both Share the Plate 

and Social Action Projects for the re-
mainder of the church year are available 
on the church website: https://
www.uubedford.org/social-action/proposing-a-project/ 
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2019 UUA General Assembly 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our 
Unitarian Universalist Association. Attendees wor-
ship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the 
Association through democratic process. Anyone may 
attend; congregations must certify annually to send 
voting delegates. The 2019 General Assembly will be 
June 19-23 in Spokane, Washington.  

This year’s theme is about col-
lective power, “The Power of 

We,” as well as the possibil-
ity, the purpose, the struggle 
and the joy of what it means to 
be together in faithful commu-
nity. What do we want Unitarian Universalism to be? 
It is a time when we are asking big questions in our 
faith, and GA 2019 will be focused on digging into 
those questions together. It is a critical chance for 
congregational leaders and passionate UUs to set new 
goals and aspirations for our religious community. 
Help begin to reshape our Association and our con-
gregations in new and powerful ways. 

First Parish in Bedford is allowed 8 delegates. If 
you would like to represent FPB as a delegate, please 
speak to John Gibbons or Cath Van Praagh. Our 
budget allows for some money to each delegate to 
help with costs. 

Registration & Housing Open March 1 at 9AM PST 
at www.uua.org/ga. You can also find more info at 
that website. 

Shop to Support First Parish  
When you shop on Amazon.com, keep 
in mind that you can benefit First Par-
ish through your online shopping at no 
additional cost to yourself. From the First Parish home page 
(www.uubedford.org), click on “Shop to support First Par-
ish” under the “Quick Links” on the right side, then click 
on the Amazon Smile link. First Parish earns a commission 
on all purchases originated through this link all year round! 

You can also go to www.smile.amazon.com and choose 
“First Parish of Bedford” as the supported charity.  

Intro to Small Group Ministry -  
Sunday March 17, 12 noon-1:30PM 

Are you newer to the congregation? Been here awhile and 
always wondered about how to get more connected? Come 

learn about our small group ministry pro-
gram and see if joining a small group 
makes sense for you. We'll have a light 
lunch, hear from a couple small group 
leaders, practice what a small group ses-
sion might feel like, and share what we'd 

hope for in a group. Childcare will be provided. 

Child Dedications?  What others would 
call a baptism or christening, we call a naming 
or child dedication. The meaning is mostly the 
same: we welcome children into our lives 
("Ah! A miracle!") and we pledge our common 
responsibility to them (“It takes a village….”). 
These ceremonies can happen during a Sunday 
morning service, at another time at church, in 
your home, or elsewhere (ask me about the service that hap-
pened in a crowded Chinese restaurant). Usually, we say, 
“Whatever may happen, we pledge never to close our hearts 
to you.” And there’s nary a dry eye. These services are a 
warm and wonderful way to celebrate our interconnected-
ness. If you’re interested, please contact John or Annie.  

Chili Cook Off rescheduled - 

With all the conflicts and the family 
traditions associated with Groundhog 
Day, we decided it would be best to 
reschedule the Chili Cook-Off. 
So...Chili Cook-0ff - March 30th - 
6:30PM in the Common Room 

Are you a Chili Chef? Would you be willing to put 
your chili up against your fellow UUs? (and possibly 
win the prize of The Flaming Chili Chalice to place 
on your mantel.) Perhaps you’ve always yearned for 
glory and recognition for your best chili recipe in the 
category of Hottest, Best Meat/Vegetarian/Youth 
Recipe/Best In Show. Then bring your chili to FPB & 
compete on March 30th. 

Or maybe you’ve just got a healthy appetite for some 
of the town’s best chili. Come & enjoy! 
$10/person; $5/kids; $20/Family max 

Contact Gene Kalb:  gene.kalb@gmail.com  

All of the knitters! - I want to thank 
all of the knitters and crocheters (Luana 
Reed, Cynthia Mork, Liz Hanegan, Joan 
Bowen, Susan Lincoln, Sandy Bocze-
nowski, Kari Amazeen and Julie Turner) 
who made scarves for the residents of 

Ashby Place in Bedford who are participants in the once a 
month food distribution program. We distributed the 
scarves on Thursday and they were a big hit. We had a few 
extras that we will be able to offer next month to the resi-
dents of Bedford Green at the VA who are now participat-
ing in the program.    —Marcia Morgan 
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Favorite “Go To” Meal Ideas - March 12 - 
The Energizing Food Group will meet Tuesday, 
March 12, 7-8:30PM at the home of the Packers, 
7 Chestnut Lane, Bedford. Let's exchange ideas (feel 
free to bring a recipe(s) to share) for some of your 
quick, easy, go-to meals you find yourself making fre-
quently. What are some quickie breakfasts you gravitate 
towards (avocado toast or a favorite smoothie?) and 
lunches? How about easy dinners? Let’s have fun shar-
ing some easy “go-to” meals with each other, including 
a recipe or two! 

Please RSVP to Corinne at: cordoud@gmail.com or 
(781)275-8979 so we have an idea how many to expect 
(newcomers welcome).  

Please mark your calendar for the following Energizing 
Food Group meetings: 

April 9 6:30-8:30PM (at the Doud home, 4 Redcoat 
Road, Bedford):  

May 21: 7-8:30PM at church 

June 11: 7-8:30PM at church 

FP Bedford Sunday Services on YouTube 

To find FPB services on YouTube: Go to the church 
website http://www.uubedford.org. The homepage has a 
list of quick links on the right side. Click on "Sunday 
Services on YouTube." You will be taken to a YouTube 
search page set for FP Bedford services. They are not 
always in chronological order. To put them in such or-
der look for a symbol in the upper left corner of the 
page labeled "FILTER", click on it and five columns 
will show, the right most being "SORT BY", below that 
click on the words "Upload date" and the order of the 
videos listed will change to show the latest service first 
and getting older as you go down the page. There will 
be a few videos of First Parish events other than Sunday 
services intermixed.  

From the Video Team:  Bob Bass, Bob Batt,  

and John McClain 

Mystery Friends is Coming! 

Dear Friend, 
Are you looking to make a new 
friend or maybe learn something 
unexpected about someone you 
may already know? Here is your 
chance. Mystery Friends is an in-
tergenerational program where people are paired up, giv-
en code names and write a series of 3 letters over the 
month of April telling a little about themselves and re-
vealing clues as to who they are. Participants must be 
willing to commit to writing and delivering 3 letters in a 
month and to attend the reveal party. At the reveal party, 
you will meet your new friend and exchange a small to-
ken gift to celebrate your new friendship. Ages 5 to 105 
are welcome to participate. Sign ups will be the 3rd and 
4th Sunday in March and space is limited so don't delay. 

Hope to hear from you soon, 
“Hermione Granger” 

(aka Liz Hanegan from Lay Pastoral Care) 

UU-United Nations Office -  
Our 6th UU principle, the goal of world community with 
peace and justice for all, is a pretty big objective. How do 
we as individuals go about working on it?  

One way is to support organizations that work toward this 
goal. As UUs we are fortunate to have a small office at 
the United Nations that “hits above its weight” in pursuit 
of a peaceful and just world. The UU United Nations Of-
fice has been actively involved in the great works of this 
world body from its earliest days. The UU-UNO is not 
only our UU “voice” at the UN but has been a leader in 
many of its efforts. Our director, Bruce Knotts, is co-chair 
of the NGO Executive Committee, representing over 1000 
NGO’s with consultative status at the UN. He also sits on 
their First Committee that deals with world security and 
nuclear disarmament. The UU-UNO is a tiny office of just 
two staff and a few interns and volunteers who work on 
several direct service programs. Among these is an Inter-
generational Conference in NYC which some of our First 
Parish Youth will attend again this year.  

The UU-UNO works on a shoestring budget that depends 
on the support of individual UU's. Would you join other 
UU's in making a modest contribution to the UU-UNO? A 
membership gift of $60 for adults or $30 for seniors will 
also help FPB achieve recognition as a Blue Ribbon Con-
gregation, as we did last year. The deadline is March 1st, 
and we are only a few individual contributions away from 
our goal. If you would like to give online, please go to 
this website: https://giving.uua.org/unitednationsoffice 
(make sure you write in First Parish Bedford as your con-
gregation).   —Jerry Ross 

The Women’s Book Group 
will meet next on April 7,  
6-7:30PM at church, to dis-
cuss the book: My Name is 

Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout, a story about "how a 
simple hospital visit becomes a portal to the most tender 
relationship of all – the one between mother and daugh-
ter.”  Please bring a potluck dish to share! RSVPs 
would be helpful, but feel free to just show up 
(newcomers welcome!). The next book group potluck 
discussion will be June 2, 6PM (at church) to discuss: 
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover.   

—Corinne Doud (cordoud@gmail.com) 



PAGE 7 THE PARISHIONER 

With sadness we note the death, 
after long illness and hospitaliza-
tion, of Sam DeWahl, 31-year old 
husband of Laura Townsend, son-

in-law to Doug & Kate. There 
will be a memorial service at FPB on Saturday, 
March 16 at 2pm… Also on the calendar is a 
memorial for Patricia Leiby on Saturday, 
March 30 at 2pm… Mary Welch’s memorial is 
now scheduled for April 27 at 11am, and Jan 

Kalb’s on Saturday, June 1 at 2pm… Our 
thoughts are with Diane Martin on the death of 
her 97-year-old father, just 5 months after her 
mother… Congratulations to Ben Leiby who 
has announced his engagement to longtime 
girlfriend Kristen Doherty... Hallelujah to 
Chris and Bill Rabinowitz upon the birth of 
granddaughter Tegan Geri (after Bill's broth-
er), born to Eliot and Jason via surrogate.  

News from the Parish Nose - With sadness and 
best wishes, we say farewell to student minister Jen 

Johnson who, after deep discernment, decided to end 
her Bedford internship… Following breast cancer 
surgery Ginny Packer declares she is “sore, tired, and 
cancer-free!”… We’re eager to hear reports from Sylvia Cowan and 
Raquel Bauman about their work assisting migrants at the Texas 
border… John Gibbons recently visited friends and church officials 
in Transylvania, preached and met with the interim minister in 
Abásfalva and gave retired minister Áron Bárabás and wife Edit a 
gift of $3,000 from our Partner Church Committee. An additional 
gift to the church will help with the replacement of traditional em-
broideries in its sanctuary. When a new minister is settled, we will 
invite him/her to visit Bedford… Thanks to Ron Cordes, Dan 
Smythe, and Andrea Cleghorn who will see that our Wayside Pulpit 
continues to preach (as it has since the early 1900’s!)… Thanks also 
to Bob Bass and Lee Vorderer who will monitor our boxes of Food 
Pantry donations… Huzzah to Michele Waldron who is shepherd-
ing meals served at the Lowell Transitional Living Center… Rachel 

Field is appreciative and relieved that son Julian is safe after re-
cent events… David Spencer has a new pacemaker! Eric Hon-

Anderson is getting a neurological consult at the Mayo Clinic… 
Congratulations to the many FPB seniors celebrating college ac-
ceptances!… Marilyn Richards continues to recuperate from a con-
cussion… Ellery Schempp has a new ankle! He first was injured 
when 40+ years ago, he was on the first American expedition to 
climb Nanga Parbat, the 9th highest mountain in the world, located 
in Pakistan... After final approval from the HDC, roof replacement 
begins this week with solar panel installation in the spring… Also 
this week the Common Room ceiling will be replaced… John Gib-

bons is speaking/preaching at three ministerial installations this 
month: in Newburyport, Brookline, and Littleton… Annie Gonzalez 
Milliken recently participated in the first of four weekend trainings 
in Oakland, CA as part of the rigorous Anne Braden Anti-Racist 
Organizer Training Program for white social justice activists 
(https://collectiveliberation.org/our-work-2/the-anne-braden-anti-
racist-organizing-training-program/)… Congratulations to Miriana 
Spencer on winning the Chamber of Commerce Ray of Hope award 
for her work with autistic kids… Appreciation to Gray Hanegan 
and Girl Scout Troop 71644 for a successful toiletry drive to help 
Coast Guard families affected by the shutdown… Former interim 
minister Doug Strong sends fond greetings to all. No longer in the 
ministry, Doug is the lead worship coordinator for a small congre-
gation in Denison, TX (https://redriveruu.org) where sometimes 
they use video of our sermons on Sunday mornings… Congratula-
tions to former assistant minister Maud Robinson who, beginning in 
May, will serve Underbank Unitarian Chapel and Fulwood Old 
Chapel in Sheffield, England: https://www.facebook.com/
UnderbankUnitarianChapel/ & http://fulwood-old-chapel.org.uk/... 
Have you seen the four new FPB postcards? Three show off our 
new flaming chalice stained glass window and the 4th is a reprinting 
of the “summer” painting of our meetinghouse by Anne MacRae 
MacLeod. Photography, design, and printing were most generously 
donated by Jan van Steenwijk.   —tpn 

March Caring Crew - If you or someone 
you know at FPB needs temporary assistance 
with meals or rides to medical appointments, 
please let us know. We have a team of volun-
teers who are ready to help. The Coordinator 
for the month of March is Sandy Bocze-
nowski. Reach out by phone: 617-943-0691 or 
email at sandyboz@gmail.com. 

If you would like to be on the list of folks who 
can help others in a pinch, please let me know. 
Additional drivers for medical appointments 
would be much appreciated. 

—Sandy Boczenowski 

Caring Network Support Needed  

Through the Caring Net-
work, you can offer your 
support for our parishion-
ers. Please volunteer to be 

a Facilitator for our network. You would re-
ceive calls during a chosen month from parish-
ioners who need help with meals and rides. 
You will have a list of volunteers to contact, 
who will prepare and deliver meals, drive peo-
ple to medical appointments, and do errands. 
As our parish grows, there is much more need 
for this kind of support. A broken bone, sur-
gery, a serious illness or injury – any of those 
can stress families, and also our friends that 
live alone. This is the time for them to know 
that they can call us. We really need your sup-
port and time! Please contact Sandy Bocze-
nowski (sandyboz@gmail.com/617-943-0691). 
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Mexican Border Trip Update  

From February 7-22, FPB parishioners 
Raquel Bauman and Sylvia Cowan 
provided service in Spanish to mi-
grants seeking asylum in the US. 
Working under UU College of Social 
Justice and partner organization RAIC-
ES, their trip began with a week at 
Karnes City, Texas detention center 
helping men with their sons on intake 
forms, preparation for official 
“credible fear” interviews, and expla-
nations of their rights and the asylum 
process. These men’s stories were deep 
and heartbreaking, as they had to leave 
their countries and often their families 
for fear of their lives from targeted vio-
lence. From there Raquel and Sylvia 
crossed the border to Piedras Negras, 
Mexico, where approximately 1800 
people from Central American awaited 
in shelters provided by the Coahuila 
government for their chance to cross 
the border. U.S. border officials were 
processing no more than 12 people per 
day. The Mexican government offered 
these migrants humanitarian visas for 
up to one year in Mexico with the op-
tion to work in Mexican cities where 
labor is needed.  

Bauman and Cowan continued to San 
Antonio, Texas, where they again 
joined RAICES to assist migrants in 
the Greyhound Bus Station on their 
way to their sponsors’ locations 
throughout the U.S. They also visited 
an immigration court where some cas-
es were being heard from as long ago 
as 2011. Later in Houston, they visited 
and talked with residents and staff at 
the Casa Juan Diego shelter. Bauman 
and Cowan will be seeking opportuni-
ties to share their experiences and first-
hand witnessing at FPB and other loca-
tions throughout New England. They 
are very grateful for the love and sup-
port of FPB parishioners along their 
journey. 

Bedford High School Tenacity Challenge -  
Seeking Volunteers - Once again, FPB is a sponsor of the Bedford 
High School Tenacity Challenge – the academic competition for African-

American and Latino youth. This year, the competition will be held on 
Saturday, April 27 at BHS. This year's theme is: "The Social and Political 
Significance of Hip Hop, Rap and the Spoken Word". For the past several 
years, we have had many First Parishioners step forward to volunteer for 
parts of this competition. Volunteers are needed for early in the morning 
registration, serving lunch, judging the History portion (see theme above) 
– usually 9am - 10:30ish, and the Math/Science Bowl (1:30pm - 3ish). Let 
me know if you are interested in volunteering in any capacity and I will 
pass along your email to the METCO office at Bedford High School. 
Thanks for your consideration! (For more information check out the web-
site: https://www.tenacitychallenge.com/ ).    —Sarah Dorer 

Alexandra Chandler  

“Taking Big Money Out of Politics” 

Sunday, March 10, 4:00 p.m. 
First Parish in Concord, 20 Lexington Road 

Sponsored by Reclaim Our Democracy 

If we want better outcomes, we must have the 
courage to demand better from our leaders.  
Alexandra knows something about courage: in 
2006, as a transgender woman, she was one of 
the first in the U.S. intelligence community to transition on the job. As a 
candidate for office in the 3rd Massachusetts Congressional District in 
2018, she did not take PAC money and continues to lead the charge 
against big money in politics.  

Alexandra will speak about her experience as a candidate - pending fed-
eral and state campaign finance and election reform legislation - and all 
the ways "we the people" can take action. Please go to Eventbrite for free 
tickets. 

For more information, contact Kate Kavanagh at katekav@gmail.com. 

The Advocacy Network to End Family Homelessness  
Fourteenth Annual Forum  

Sunday, March 24, 2-4pm,  
Trinitarian Congregational Church 

54 Walden Street, Concord MA 

Caught in Family Homelessness: Parents tell their stories. 200,000 fami-
lies in Massachusetts spend more than 50% of their income on housing. 
One event can propel them on a course toward eviction. Come hear stories 
of three mothers who experienced homelessness with their families. You 
have a role to play in preventing future stories. It starts with hearing from 
housing advocates about the programs that work and the importance of 
advocacy. Reverend June Cooper from City Mission-Boston and Kelly 
Turley, Associate Director of Mass Coalition for the Homeless, will lead 
the charge. Our legislators will be there to hear us. All are welcome to this 
free forum. A reception will follow  
For more info, see www.endfamilyhomelessness.net.  
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The Annual Talents & Treasures Auction 
 

March 23rd at 6:00 pm! 
 

Join us for a fantastic night of great company,  

fine food and libations  

all in support of First Parish! 
 

Silent Auction 6:00 pm 

Live Auction 8:00 pm 

 
Go to www.uubedford.org and click on the Auction Link to: 

• Donate items 

• Sign up for childcare – We will have a movie night and pizza! 

• Volunteer to help out - A little help goes a long way! 

• View the catalog - Pick out the perfect items! 

• Set up your absentee bids - Can’t attend? No problem! 
 
 
 

Questions? Contact the Auction Team at 
uubedford-auction@googlegroups.com 



First Parish Upcoming Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

February 24 February 25 February 26 February 27 February 28 March 1 March 2

March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6 March 7 March 8 March 9

March 10 March 11 March 12 March 13 March 14 March 15 March 16

March 17 March 18 March 19 March 20 March 21 March 22 March 23

March 24 March 25 March 26 March 27 March 28 March 29 March 30

March 31 April 1 April 2 April 3 April 4 April 5 April 6

9:00 am Bedford Lyceum (COM)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)

12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)

12:00 pm -4  Reh - Janet W (S)

5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)

6:00 pm -7:30  Wmns Book Grp
(COM)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp Mtg (204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)
Newsletter deadline

7:00 pm -9  Sanct Trng

(202)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

1:00 pm -3  Sanct Trng

(202)

3:00 pm -8  Reh - Janet

W (S)
Cabaret rehearsal

4:00 pm Internship Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

1:00 pm -3  Small Grp

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)
6:30 pm -7:30 Cabaret Reh

(COM)
7:00 pm Soc Resp Council
7:30 pm R.E. Trans. Team

Parishioner published

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:00 pm -8 Yth Choirs &
Cabaret Reh (S)

7:30 pm -9

Adult Choir

Reh (COM)

7:45 pm Stewardship

Com

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

3:00 pm -10  Cabaret

dress reh (S)

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

7:00 pm Cabaret (S+

COM)

9:00 am Bedford

Lyceum (COM)
10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:00 am FP BP Clinic
12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)
5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)
5:30 pm -8:30  CoA Mtg (COM)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

5:30 pm dinner (COM+

BR+L03-04)

7:00 pm Memb Com

7:00 pm Peace & Justi-

ce Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Finance Com

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

7:00 pm -8:30 Green

Sanct Mtg (202)

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)

3:30 pm Leadership Team
5:00 pm [FP serves @ Bedford

Community Table]
7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir Reh

(COM)
7:30 pm Partner Church Com

7:45 pm Stewardship Com

9:00 am Bedford Lyceum (COM)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)

12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)

2:00 pm concert (S+COM)

5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)

6:30 pm -8:30  SGM Grp-Doud
(BR)

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

Daylight Savings--set ahead 1
hour

7:00 pm [-8:30 Ener-

gizing Food Group]
@ Packer's

7:00 pm Parish Board

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

7:30 pm -9

Adult Choir

Reh (S)

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:15 am -12 cont'g worship

music (S)
11:30 am -12  Talk-back (204)
12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)
12:00 pm Small Grp event (BR?)

12:30 pm Wisdom Tea (COM)

5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Phys Plant

Com (L06)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

7:00 pm Soc Resp

Council

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)

6:30 pm Lay Pastoral

Care Tm

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir

Reh (S)

6:00 pm

ANNUAL

TALENTS &

TREA-

SURES AUCTION

9:00 am Bedford

Lyceum (COM)
10:00 am Worship Service (S)
12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)
5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)
7:00 pm -9  Small Grp Mtg

(204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)
Jr Choir (3:30-4:15); KidSing
(4:15-5); Sr Choir (5:30-6:30)

7:30 pm -9

Adult Choir

Reh (S)

2:00 pm Mem svc-Leiby

(S+COM)

6:30 pm Annual Chili

Cook-off (COM)
postponed for now

8:30 am Bedford Lyceum
(COM)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)
12:00 pm -2  film: Long Strange

Trip (202)
5:30 pm -7:30  Sr Youth Group

(202)
6:30 pm -8:30  SGM Grp-Doud

(BR)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

Newsletter deadline

7:00 pm Memb Com

7:00 pm Peace & Justi-

ce Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Finance Com

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

Parishioner
published

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)

3:30 pm -6:30 Youth Choirs
(COM)

3:30 pm Leadership

Team

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir

Reh (S)

7:30 pm Partner Church

Com

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

8:00 am -10 Pancake

Brkfst (COM+BR)

Bedford Pole Capping

Bracketed events happen off-site -- All other events happen at the church


