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Sunday, June 3 at 10:00 AM  
Religious Education Sunday - “What is God?” 

The young people of First Parish will share with the congregation what they have dis-
covered during their Sunday morning explorations about God, faith, religion and angels. 
Their service includes presentations, stories, music and a performance from the youth 
choirs. 

Sunday, June 10 at 10:00 AM  
“Service of the Living Tradition and Flower Communion” 

Rev. John Gibbons and All 

We’ll wrap up our church year by celebrating births, deaths and 
transitions. Please bring a flower to share for our Flower Com-
munion, a ritual initiated by the heroic Unitarian minister Norbert 
Capek, murdered by the Nazis. 

Summer Sundays – June 10 is our  last “regular” service 
but – per tradition – still we’ll gather every Sunday at 10AM 
in the Common Room for coffee, conversation, and the dis-
tribution of excess zucchini. In August there will be informal, 
mostly lay-led services. Annie Gonzalez Milliken, our new 
Parish Minister, will be present to welcome everyone and 
provide continuity. If you have an idea for a summer service, 
please be in touch with John. 

The Church Office will generally be open on weekdays during the Summer from 
10AM to 4PM, with exceptions for staff vacation days. Joan will be away from July 4-13.  

The Summer newsletter deadlines will be June 24 & August 26 (skipping July). 
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The New Poor Peoples’ Campaign, initiated by Rev. William 
Barber, is now in a critical period when, between May 13 and 
June 23, the Campaign will force a serious national examina-
tion of the enmeshed evils of systemic racism, systemic pov-
erty, ecological devastation and the war economy. The theme 
of Week Three is the War Economy, Militarism, and Gun Vio-
lence. Speaking outside the State House this past Tuesday, 
these were my comments:  

My name is John Gibbons and I am one of the ministers at the 
First Parish in Bedford. In 2003 and 2004, two courageous 
young men from Bedford, PFC John Hart and Lance Corporal 
Travis Desiato, were killed in Iraq. It was my solemn privilege 
to minister to their families and officiate at their funerals.  

On Friday, four days ago, I joined in the dedication of a bridge 
over the Concord River, now named the Hart-Desiato Memori-
al Bridge. 

The Hart’s and Desiato’s were at the dedication, of course, as 
were our state legislators, our congressman, and even our gov-
ernor. It was said, “No soldier goes to war hoping to have a 
bridge named in your honor.”  

In no way would I diminish the honor of John Hart’s and 
Travis Desiato’s service, nor the heartfelt intent of that bridge 
dedication. And yet today I say that to have their names on a 
bridge is about the least thing we can do to bring them honor. 

So that everything would be nice for the bridge dedication, the 
place was cleaned up, the road was resurfaced, and the railings 
were given fresh paint. But down below at the water’s edge the 
pilings that support that bridge are in disrepair, just like thou-
sands of other rusting and decaying bridges in our country.  

We live in a country where soaring military expenditures have 

priority over bridge and infrastructure repairs, education, health 

care, and human services. We are ashamed; we are angry; and 

we are determined to build a new bridge to America’s future. 

Beside the bridge at the water’s edge, there is a sign warning 
fishermen, some who come there to feed their families, DO 
NOT EAT THE FISH. The water is polluted and the fish are 
unsafe to eat.  

We live in a country where soaring military expenditures have 

priority over clean water, clean air, and the safety of living 

things. We are ashamed; we are angry; and we are determined 

to build a new bridge to America’s future. 

John and Travis died as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom that 
was waged to promote free elections in Iraq. Two weeks ago 
the biggest vote getter in Iraq elections was Muktada al-Sadr, 
the leader of the Mahdi Army who resisted the American inva-
sion and contributed to the deaths of 5000 Americans and the 
wounding of hundreds of thousands of others, and added to the 
Iraqi death toll of hundreds of thousands.  

John and Travis did not die so that Muktada al-Sadr 
might win an election.  

We live in a country where senseless military ad-

venturism has priority over human need. We are 

ashamed; we are angry; but we are determined to 

build a new bridge to America’s future. 

And now our President has made plans for a mili-
tary parade, the cost of which would easily feed our 
more than 40,000 homeless veterans.  

We are ashamed; we are angry; but we would build 

a new bridge to America’s future. 

We live in a culture hoodwinked by militarism; 
numbed by violence; and made both stupid and 
dead by guns.  

We are ashamed; we are angry; but we are deter-

mined to build a new bridge to America’s future.  

The poet Archibald MacLeish says,  
The young dead soldiers do not speak.  

Nevertheless, who has not heard them?  

They say, our deaths are not ours, they are yours….  

They say: Whether our lives and our deaths were for 

peace and new hope or for nothing we cannot say; it is 

you who must say this.  

We were young, they say. We have died. Remember us. 

Yes, we remember and we honor those who serve 
and risk their lives.  

And we also are ashamed; we are angry; and we 

are determined to build a new bridge to America’s 

future.     

 

John Gibbons 

Common Thoughts 

The Bedford Lyceum 

A Forum on the Arts, Spirituality,  

Science and Justice 

Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 9:50 in Room 202  
Doris Smith, Chair 

June 3 (last one before summer break):  Living 

Landscapes: Restoring Natural Cycles, Growing 

Food and Cooling the Planet with Janet Powers. 
Janet will be sharing her thoughts on truly living 
our 7th principle while finding joy and beauty in 
reconnecting with our biological selves and this 
wild and glorious world around us. The presentation 
will explore our current relationship to the land 
around us and make suggestions for how we might 
start cultivating a livable future for all. 
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Minister’s Musings - When John invited me to serve as Acting Parish 
Minister, I was excited to work with my friend and mentor, and eager to 
get to know all of you. I arrived on Jan. 4, the day before our guest, 
“Maria,” came into sanctuary. Then, on the 8th, John left for Transylvania 
for ten days, leaving me “in charge.” All I can say about those days is: 
Thank god for our amazing Parish Administrator! I preached three times 
in five weeks, (a wonderful way to get to know each other.) And, in that 
same time, joined the Sanctuary Committee and strategic team, co-led Jr. 
Youth Group, worked with small group leaders and led a small group, and 
attended committee and community meetings...whew. At the same time, I 
entered into the UUA’s ministry search process, which is all-consuming 
on its own. Luckily, I’m a “jumper-inner,” as I like to say! 

It’s clear to me that I could not have done all of this without the unwaver-
ing trust and support of this wonderful congregation. The confidence you 
showed in me, as well as your love and encouragement, enabled me to 
grow and learn so much over these months. And now, it’s already time to 
start saying goodbye. 

There probably isn’t anyone who enjoys goodbyes, and I am no excep-
tion. Every ending in our lives, whether death, loss or even the end of a 
job, reminds us of every other ending we’ve experienced. There were 
times with hard feelings or words left unsaid, things we wished for that 
never happened; those emotions can quickly resurface as we face the next 
ending. There’s also often love and caring that we weren’t able to articu-
late, and that can show up unexpectedly. We might not even understand 
why we feel so strongly about something that’s apparently a “minor loss.”  

In my time as a hospice chaplain, I witnessed many of these kinds of ex-
periences. It’s always a gift to accompany families and individuals during 
end-of-life passages, especially if I’m able to help them with a “good 
goodbye.” Sometimes this means tears need to be shed or difficult truths 
acknowledged. At other times, there are reconnections, forgiveness, and 
healing. One particular patient, “Ella,” was intent on making amends with 
everyone in her life she felt she had wronged. Despite her family’s assur-
ances that these instances were long forgotten and forgiven, Ella insisted 
on reaching out. Finally, when the last visit had happened and the last 
amends had been made, Ella was able to let go, in peace. In the end, her 
family understood and were happy she had insisted on a “good” goodbye. 

Thankfully, our goodbyes are not as final as Ella’s, but let’s still make 
them good ones, for all of us. Sunday, June 10 is my last Sunday; I hope 
that we’ll have a chance to say goodbye and acknowledge all we’ve 
shared in these months. If we do it well, there will be another benefit, 
which is that your hearts will be even more open to welcome Rev. Annie 
Gonzalez Milliken, your new Parish Minister, and Jennifer Johnson, your 
Student Minister, when they begin in September. That’s a gift I would 
love to leave behind.  

I send blessings to all of you, my dear First Parish friends. I hope our 
paths will cross again, whether at my new job as Senior Minister at First 
Parish in Brookline, or in other parts of our UU world. May you continue 
to thrive, to love, to serve, and to do justice, in this very special place. 
Amen. 

—Lisa Perry-Wood 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Mee	ng  

of the Parish 

Sunday, June 10, 11:45�� 

Please see the Warrant on page 9 
 

From the power of our memory and history, 

With high hopes for the days that lie ahead,  

We gather to craft the destiny we share with 

one another. 

 

We gather with faith in the practice  

   of democracy, 

We gather with hearts and minds open  

to the wisdom of every voice among us. 

 

In our gathering,  

May we dream and design a bold future.  

May we bring our best selves to this service,  

And may we dream these dreams  

and do this work  

with love. 

 

Let the people say, Amen.    

(adapted from Heather Janules) 

You are invited to…  
 

Lisa Perry-Wood’s 

Ordination into the Unitarian 
Universalist Ministry 

Sunday, June 3rd at 3:00PM 

First Parish in Lexington 

7 Harrington Road 

Reception To Follow 

 

Witness this milestone event in 
the life of Acting Parish Minis-
ter Lisa Perry-Wood, as she 
becomes an Ordained Unitarian 
Universalist Minister. For more 
information contact Tom Rich, 
Ordination Committee member 
at First Parish in Lexington, at 
tom.f.rich@gmail.com.  



Our last two 
regular services 
of this church 
year are almost 
upon us. On 

June 10, we celebrate our year together 
with our traditional Flower Communion. 
Following the service is our Annual 
Meeting, and I hope we see as many of 
our FPB members there as possible! Cop-
ies of the Annual Report will be available 
to everyone, which has updates on the 
work of the church’s ministers, staff, lay 
leadership and committees. It also con-
tains our financial standing at present and 
budget for the coming year.  

Attendance at the Annual Meeting is a 
critical aspect of membership at FPB, 
where we can hear about and speak to 
important issues before the church, and 
vote for representatives on the Board, 
Social Responsibility Council, etc. Sign-

ups for childcare will be available and we 
try to offer plenty of coffee and nibbles to 
keep us all going. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

At our last meeting, the Board authorized 
the financing for the Common Room 
Roof/HVAC Project. It’s hard to miss the 
damage caused by the leaking roof, and it 
makes the most sense to replace our anti-
quated HVAC system when it is removed 
for those repairs. Quotes are being solicit-
ed for the flat roof, which is estimated to 
cost $25,000 to $30,000. The funding will 
come from our General Building Reserve 
Fund, which currently has over $75,000. 
Replacing our system with new energy 
efficient HVAC equipment is estimated 
to cost $70,000 to $80,000. These funds 
will come in the form of a loan from our 
Endowment, which will be repaid after 
our Eco Loan is paid off. The goal is to 
complete the work over the summer.  

The Board also approved of updates to 
the Personnel Policy that include changes 
to state employment law, and information 
that will hopefully simplify and clarify 
things for new and existing employees.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine V.G. Van Praagh,  

Board President 
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2018-19 Stewardship Drive News— 

Grateful appreciation is expressed to all who have sent 
in their Stewardship pledge. To date, we have received 
responses from 226 pledge units for a total of $446,093 
pledged toward our goal of $465,000. The Parish 
Board has now started to make cuts to the budget due 
to the shortfall. 
 

It is not too late to send in your pledge (or even in-
crease, if you’ve already sent one!) to help us reach our 
goal! Contact the church office (781-275-7994 or  
office@uubedford.org). 

Nudge, Nudge…  
As of May 29, over $35,000 of pledges for the 2017-

18 pledge year remain outstanding. Our fiscal year 
ends on May 31. As you may imagine, this makes 
budget-balancing difficult! Kindly remit, as you are 
able, or let the church office know if your circum-

stances have changed. 

Solar Panel Court Hearing - 

Please Come!  

On June 18 at 9AM, there will be a hearing regarding our efforts to in-
stall solar panels on the church roof.  The hearing will be at the Essex 
Superior Courthouse, 43 Appleton Way in Lawrence. After the hearing 
in November, the Court ordered the Bedford Historic District Commis-
sion to provide a supplemental statement as to why they denied our ap-
plication to install solar panels. On June 18, First Parish's legal team will 
argue that the Historic District Commission's supplemental statement did 
not follow the Court's order and should be dismissed. We do not expect 
the judge to make an immediate decision. 

There is no free parking near the Lawrence courthouse but there are paid 
lots and a garage within a couple of blocks. Those interested in carpool-
ing should contact Dan Bostwick (dfbostwick@gmail.com). We will 
plan to leave Bedford at 7:30AM.  Unlike the courthouse in Woburn, cell 
phones are not permitted in the Lawrence courthouse. 

At the November hearing, the large contingent of parishioners who were 
present made an impression upon the judge. A similar presence on June 
18 will demonstrate our continued commitment to the environment and 
Unitarian Universalism's seventh principle.  

FPB Kitchen Clean Up 

Here come the brides, the grooms and others 
who rent the church kitchen space in the sum-
mer. Join us to give the kitchen a good scrub 
on Monday, June 18, 9AM to noon. Stop by for 
an hour or more to help! Contact Diane Martin 
if you have questions at moumar@comcast.net 
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Babysitting Course - The 
Childcare Committee is offering a 
babysitting course for Fall 2018. 
This will be a great opportunity for 
those who are interested in becom-
ing babysitters, mother’s helpers, or 
who want to advance their knowledge and skills with 
children. 

The course will run for five Fridays between Oct. 12 – 
Nov. 16 from 7-8:30PM and conclude with two practicum 
opportunities* Dec. 1 (9:30-11:30AM) and Dec. 8 (1-

3PM). The course will be facilitated by FPB’s Childcare 
Coordinator, Sarah Herrick and will include: 

• Developing skills to work with infants, toddlers and 
elementary school age children 

• First Aid and CPR certification 

*Participants who complete the practicum will be added 

to a babysitting list for FPB families and be eligible for 

positions as special event childcare staff and/or substi-

tute staff members in the Nursery during Sunday morn-

ing services. 

The fee for this babysitting course is $55.00. Space is 
limited to 15 participants ages 12 and older. We hope 
that those who are interested will save these dates on 
your calendar now. Registration will begin in June. For 
information prior to registration, you may contact Sarah 
Herrick sarah.herrick94@gmail.com or Lisa Rubin 
dre@uubedford.org 

Rainbow Connection - The RE Kids in kindergar-
ten through 6th grade have been busy preparing their 
presentations to the congregation about what they have 
learned and discovered this winter and spring in response 
to the question “What is God?” The Explorers (K-1) will 
present a story play about the places in the world where 
one can find God. The Seekers (2-4) chose a story play 
about the mystery of God. The Adventurers (4-6) will 
offer their discoveries about God, faith, religion, etc. 
through viewing episode segments of The Simpsons in 
the D’Oh God! curriculum. They will also offer thoughts 
and findings from their congregational survey based on 
these same themes.  

The kids of First Parish have been inquisitive, thoughtful 
and insightful throughout their exploration of this subject 
which is difficult for many UU adults. We hope that you 
will join us for this service at 10am on Sunday, June 3. 
The service will include musical pieces by our youth 
choirs as well as special guest performances.  

—Lisa Rubin,  

Director of Religious Ed. 

The Classroom Corner - Our experiences in RE 

By Julian Van Praagh 

Hello, dear readers. If you’re one of the people won-
dering about RE, then you’re in luck. This column will 
help you get a better picture of what we’re doing. To-
day, we will be talking to Andrew Van Praagh, a 
teacher from the D’Oh God class.  

Julian: Tell me, Andrew, what is it like teaching 
RE? If parishioners want to teach, is there any advice 
you could give? 

Andrew: Teaching RE is very rewarding! Before 
this, I taught Building Bridges to 6th and 7th graders. 
The focus was to learn about the histories and beliefs 
of the world’s religions. Currently, we are wrapping 
up a D’Oh God session, for 4th to 6th graders, and 
getting ready for RE Sunday. The D’Oh God class has 
been exciting. We combined an introduction to some 
essential ideas of Christianity with an analysis of how 
these ideas are presented in The Simpsons.  

I have no advice to share with prospective teachers, 
except that with so many different kinds curricula over 
the K-12 age groups, soon-to-be teachers should take a 
moment to see what they would like to be involved in, 
and go for it! 

Join us June 3, 6-7:30PM, in the Common room to dis-
cuss the book: The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel 
Wilkerson. “In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson chroni-
cles one of the great untold stories of American history: 
the decades-long migration of black citizens who fled 
the South for northern and western cities, in search of a 
better life.”  

We will also choose books and tentative meeting dates 
for next year’s book group, as this is the last book group 
gathering for this church year. Please bring a potluck 
dish to share! RSVP’s would be helpful, but feel free to 
just show up (newcomers welcome).  

—Corinne Doud  

(cordoud@gmail.com)  



“When all the world is a 

hopeless jumble … there’s 

a rainbow highway to be 

found … over the rainbow 

way up high … the dreams 

you dare to dream really 

do come true.”  

– Yip Harburg (1896-1981),  
American lyricist 

Here is music information for the final two Sun-
day’s of this church year –  

June 3 :  Steve Sussman will be playing piano; it 
will be the final appearance of our youth choirs 
for this church year under the always-dynamic 
direction of Janet Welby. 

June 10:  Robert Noble will be playing organ. 
Steve Sussman will be playing piano to accom-
pany the adult choir. The choir will sing two 
songs with hopeful messages: “Over the Rain-
bow” by Arlen and Harburg and “All You Need 
is Love” by Lennon and McCartney. Carol Epple 
– flute, Liz Connors – clarinet and I will play a 
new arrangement of “June: Barcarolle” from 
Tchaikovsky’s “The Seasons”. 

And don’t forget about our terrific youth musi-
cal, “Alice in Wonderland”. More information 
elsewhere on this page. Come and be supportive 
of all the talent and hard work put in by our 
youth and Janet Welby. 

As usual for this final message before the sum-
mer break, I want to thank everyone for their 
continued support of the music at FPB. The Mu-
sic Committee, choir members, instrumentalists, 
parents, spouses and many others have made this 
an extraordinary year of music making with nu-
merous outstanding highpoints. It’s now time to 
ponder the musical adventures starting next Sep-
tember. The Music Committee has some won-
derful concerts planned including one on Satur-
day, Sept. 29, 2018 at 7PM, a Mozart Piano Con-
certo and a Handel Organ Concerto, both with 
orchestra! Mark your calendars NOW! 

I also hope you’ll think about joining the adult 
choir because we’ve got terrific plans including 
music in the fall to honor the anniversary years 
of Beach, Bernstein and Debussy, French music 
by Saint-Saëns for Christmas Eve, and fantastic 
music by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy for Mu-
sic Sunday 2019. Have a great summer!  

—Bradford Conner, Music Director 

PAGE 6 THE PARISHIONER 

Shop to Support First Parish  

When you shop on Amazon.com, keep in 
mind that you can benefit First Parish 
through your online shopping at no additional cost to yourself. 
From the First Parish home page (www.uubedford.org), click on 
“Shop to support First Parish,” then click on the Amazon Smile 
link. First Parish earns a commission on all purchases originated 
through this link all year round! 

You can also go to www.smile.amazon.com and choose “First 
Parish of Bedford” as the supported charity.  

Or click on this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-6052548  

JOIN US FOR THE FIRST PARISH YOUTH 

CHOIRS’ PRODUCTION OF: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directed by Janet Welby and presented by the First Parish  
Music Committee. Two productions: Friday June 8 and 

Saturday June 9 at 7PM.  

This is a wonderful production for families of all ages, with per-
formers ranging in age from preschool to high school. We hope 
you will accompany us as we travel down the rabbit hole with 
Alice and set off on a madcap adventure through Wonderland! 

Admission (cash or check, payable at the door) is $15 for adults 
and $10 for seniors, students, and children age 6 and up (age 5 
and under are free). All proceeds to benefit First Parish in Bed-
ford. 

And be sure to buy your tickets for the Wonderland-themed priz-
es that will be raffled off during each performance! With a Mad 
Hatter's Very Merry Unbirthday Tea basket, a Tweedle Dee & 
Tweedle Dum's Brainteaser basket, a Painting the Roses Red Art 
Supply basket, and a Caterpillar's Wonderful Day basket are just 
a few of the prizes up for grabs. You won’t want to miss out! 
Raffle tickets can be purchased after services at FPB on Sundays 
and also at the performances. 
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Peace and Justice Events - May offered a 
number of conferences on nuclear disarmament, in-
cluding a Lyceum at FPB by author/activist Dr. Jo-
seph Gerson. Long associated with the AFSC, Dr. 
Gerson founded the Campaign for Peace Disarma-
ment and Common Security. This organization con-
vened a working conference on intersectionality, 
calling together leaders from climate action, the Poor 
People’s Campaign, labor, peace activism and other 
sectors to identify common themes and areas for joint 
action. Dr. Gerson was also the US lead organizer of 
“Two Minutes to Midnight,” an international confer-
ence in NYC assessing the dangers of potential nu-
clear conflict. The conference featured such notables 
as Noam Chomsky, Daniel Ellsberg, and Sergio Du-
arte. For those interested: https://goo.gl/Y2oQXS    

Another NYC conference I attended was the annual 
planning session of Abolition 2000, the worldwide 
network of individuals and organizations working on 
nuclear disarmament. If you’d like to learn more, I 
have written a blog post about this group that will 
appear on the UUA International Blog on June 6. In 
the meantime, please check out this excellent post on 
Homer Jack, a UU leader on disarmament and the 
founder of the UU Office at the United Nations: 
https://www.uua.org/international/blog/disarmament/
rev-homer-alexander-jack-model-uu-disarmament 

On the direct action front, many of our members 
planned to participate in the “Shout Heard Round the 
World” at Lexington and Hanscom Air Base on May 
27, and are actively supporting the Poor People’s 
Campaign (to learn more see https://
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org) 

There are some exciting Peace and Justice events 
coming up. On Wed., June 6 at 7:30pm, Jeff Klein, a 
local journalist and activist recently returned from 
Syria, will speak about the “industrial size destruc-
tion” of Syria and the challenges that lie ahead to 
rebuild it. In September, UU author and “inequality 
expert” Chuck Collins will be guest speaker at a Ly-
ceum co-sponsored by the Peace and Justice Com-
mittee. In anticipation of Chuck’s presentation, our 
committee is organizing a “common book read” over 
the summer of his latest book, Born on Third Base.  

Have you ever thought of joining Peace and Justice? 
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month to study, 
educate others, and organize actions on peace and 
justice issues. Talk with Joe Pompei, myself or any 
committee member to learn more.  

—Jerry Ross  

for the Peace and Justice Committee 

Minister in Abásfalva to retire this summer -  
Áron Barabás, minister of our partner church in Abásfalva, 
Transylvania (Romania), will retire this summer after serving 
over 30 years of distinguished ministry in the village. He and 
his wife, Edit, will remain in the village and move across the 
river from the parsonage to a house that they have bought 
and renovated. Our Bedford church will be presenting Áron 
with a hand-carved wooden plaque to honor his invaluable 
role in establishing and maintaining the strong partnership 
First Parish has had with his Unitarian church in Abásfalva 
since 1993. A card will be circulated during Community 
Hour for the next couple of weeks, and donations to help de-
fray costs for the plaque will be greatly appreciated. If you 
are interesting in donating to Áron's retirement gift, you can 
make out a check to First Parish with a note indicating it is 
for Áron's retirement.  

- Sarah Dorer  

for the Partner Church Committee 

FPB is Supporting Pride Once Again 

Each year, FPB members show their 
support for Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay, 
Transgender, and Queer (LBGTQ) 
persons by marching in the Boston 
Pride parade (www.bostonpride.org). 
Members of the FPB Welcoming Congregation Committee 
organize this outing. All are welcome to march. The Boston 
Pride Parade will be on Sat., June 9. The parade goes on re-
gardless of the weather, so there's no rain date. More infor-
mation can be found at http://www.bostonpride.org/parade 

The parade kicks off at 12 noon and follows a 2.6-mile route 
through Boston ending up at City Hall Plaza. It takes 2 hours 
for the FPB contingent to reach the end. The parade assem-
bles along Boylston Street. The place and time assigned to 
FPB will not be known until Thursday morning before the 
parade. It is anticipated that FPB's marshaling time will be 
1PM or later, even though the front of the parade steps off at 
12 noon. This is done to try to reduce the long delays waiting 
for the back of the parade to kick off. This year's marshals are 
Adam and Jen DerMarderosian, and Kath McCafferty. 

There is a service celebrating Pride at the Arlington Street 
Church at 11AM. This service ends in plenty of time to walk 
to the parade assembly area before we have to march. The 
assembly area is typically along Boylston somewhere be-
tween Dartmouth and Hereford. We don't know until the day 
before the parade exactly where we will be marshaling. 

If you want to know more, or ask about carpooling, please 
contact Craig Jackson (cejacksonma@yahoo.com), the mar-
shals, or any member of the Welcoming Congregation Com-
mittee.  



PAGE 8 THE PARISHIONER 

June Caring Crew - First Parish has 
a great group of people who can provide 
short-term help with a meal delivery and/or 
a ride to a medical appointment. If you or 
another parishioner you know needs this 
kind of help in June, please call our coordi-
nator for that month, Sue Lincoln. She can 
be reached at 781-275-7190.  

Thank you! - The members of the Plant and Craft Fair 
Team wish to thank all those at First Parish who pitched in to 
make the Fair a success despite the weather. We had a lovely 
morning, at least, and so many members of our congregation 
pitched in to make it work that we cannot name you all with-
out taking up the entire newsletter. Whether you baked, tal-

lied, tended the cash, pulled wagons, provided 
entertainment, got tents and signs up and down, 
bought plants and crafts or just came to enjoy 
the day, we send you our heartfelt thanks.  

Dorothy Africa, Jeannie Balfour,  

Sandy Boczenowski  

(and our leader emerita Julie McCay Turner) 

Parish Nose - Rick Spofford 
and Betty Zaff are both home 
after stints in rehab… Patrick 

Oates continues to recuperate at 
home from complicated gall blad-
der surgery… Ann Williams is 
back after a lengthy work stint in Vietnam…
Michael Johnston recently sent this bittersweet note 
to the choir: “We’re moving to Athens, Georgia. 
This is a multi-purpose transition for Cheryl and me, 
with my retirement, Dan's graduation, our downsiz-
ing, and being closer to family in GA, NC, and FL. 
We're actually buying my parents' house where I 
grew up, now that they are (mostly) settled else-
where.”…. Bob Schmalz represented us at the re-
cent annual meeting of the UU Urban Ministry…  
So far, Craig Jackson is our only lay delegate to the 
UUA General Assembly in Kansas City, June 20-

24. If you’re interested, speak with John… Artists 
Maria Green and Doris Smith’s work can be viewed 
at the Concord Public Library in July and currently 
at The Grace Chapel Gallery in Lexington and at the 
Mosesian Art Center in Watertown… A 10th congre-
gation has now covenanted in support of our Sanc-
tuary work: the Episcopal Parish of the Epiphany in 
Winchester. A newsletter recently sent to Sanctuary 
volunteers included this: "In April there were 300 
total slots for volunteers and 175 individuals. The 
total hours for the month – combined – was 1320! 
One thousand, three hundred and twenty hours from 
one hundred and seventy-five people! AMAZING, 
right? Right! Twelve individuals contributed 20 
hours or more during the month, but the average 
volunteer did just one or two shifts during the 
month. And every one of you is important – because 
sharing the workload makes it easier for all of 
us.”… Rev. Billy and the 32 members of the Stop 

Shopping Choir brought down the house in May, 
and raised $3500 for Sanctuary. Huge thanks to all 
who provided home hospitality to choir members… 
Neera Tanden, also a Spirit of Democracy speaker 
in May, was most appreciative of her time with us, 
saying it was “restorative on many levels”… In May 
we also introduced incoming Parish Minister Annie 

Gonzalez Milliken and student minister Jennifer 

Johnson!... Condolences to Andrea Cleghorn whose 
beloved labradoodle Cassie, often a self-appointed 
loudly barking cop, “has left the neighborhood a 
quieter place”… It was good to see Ladja and Joyce 

Volicer in church, returning to Prague after attend-
ing Ladja’s youngest daughter’s wedding… Con-
gratulations to Ron and Cathy Cordes on the birth of 
their third grandchild, Dorothy Elizabeth.   —tpn  

On May 4, John Gibbons officiated at a grave-
side committal service in Wayland for former 
member Chris Crowell, husband of Doris Crow-
ell. Among other things, Chris was instrumental 
in doing the design work for our wide, beautiful, 

and accessible chancel. 

Congratulations to Miriana May Rose Spencer who celebrated 
her Quinceañera at First Parish on May 5. A combination nam-
ing service, 15th birthday celebration, coming-of-age ritual, the 
quinceañera elaborately and movingly marked her transition to 
young womanhood. There was not a dry eye in the house! 

Jennifer Swanson died last fall. Her mother, Eleanor, says, 
“All who loved her are welcome to attend her burial with mili-
tary honors at 11AM on June 12 in Shawsheen Cemetery. A 
Celebration of Jen’s life with prayers, memories, music and 
food will follow at First Parish.” June 12 would have been 
Jen’s 37th birthday.  

If you haven’t already, please visit our 
art gallery—located in the Bacon Room 
and adjoining reception rooms above 
the Sanctuary at First Parish. 

On display through June are works from 
our very own Raquel Bauman.  at First Parish 



THE WARRANT 

 

THE FIRST PARISH IN BEDFORD, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

BEDFORD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

MIDDLESEX SS: 
 

To the Clerk, First Parish in Bedford 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby authorized and instructed to notify the legal 
voters of said First Parish in Bedford in the County of Middlesex to meet at the Meeting House of said Parish on 
Sunday, the tenth day of June, 2018, at eleven-forty-five o’clock in the morning and then and there to act on the 
following articles, viz: 
 

I. To appoint a Minutes Committee. This group of three people will be responsible for reviewing the Clerk’s 
minutes of the meeting in a timely manner, prior to being presented for a vote by the parish. 

II. To hear and act upon the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on November 5, 2017. 

III. To hear the reports of the Ministers, Parish Board President, Treasurer, and the Director of Religious  
Education. 

IV. To hear and accept the reports of committees and task forces of the Parish. 

V. To elect a Clerk and Moderator to serve from now until the June 2019 Annual Meeting. 
Nominees are:  Rebecca Green Neale, Clerk; Robert Dorer, Moderator. 

VI. To elect a Treasurer to serve from now until June 2021. Nominee is Maggie Debbie. 

VII. To elect two members-at-large to the Parish Board. Nominees are Catherine Van Praagh (term ending 2021) 
and __________________ (term ending 2021). 

VIII. To elect one member to the Endowment Committee.  Nominee is Brian Hart (term ending 2021). 

IX. To elect one member to the Nominating Committee.  Nominee is Cecile Mercado (term ending 2021). 

X. To elect three members to the Social Responsibility Council.  Nominees are Maureen Richichi (term ending 
2019), Bob Schmalz (term ending 2021) and Marge Heckman (term ending 2021). 

XI. To adopt an Operating Budget for the fiscal year beginning June 1, 2018. 

XII. To authorize the Parish Board to approve funding for programs and services based on additional pledges 
received during the first six months of the fiscal year 

XIII. To hear from any members of the congregation who have short statements (less than three minutes) that 
they wish to make to the assembled group. 

 

You are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof at the Meeting House eight days, in-
cluding two Sundays, before the tenth day of June, 2018 and to return this warrant with your doings thereon at 
said meeting. 

Witness our hands this 29th day of May in the year 2018. 

The Parish Board: 
 

Catherine Van Praagh, President 
Paul Bradford, Marya Dantzer, Christine Dudley-Marling 

Cecile Mercado, Dee Russell, Dave Southard 
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First Parish Upcoming Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 27 May 28 May 29 May 30 May 31 June 1 June 2

June 3 June 4 June 5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 9

June 10 June 11 June 12 June 13 June 14 June 15 June 16

June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 22 June 23

June 24 June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28 June 29 June 30

July 1 July 2 July 3 July 4 July 5 July 6 July 7

10:00 am Worship

Service (S)

11:30 am Internship

Com

1:00 pm -4  Youth

Choirs (S,COM,or204)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

Newsletter deadline

Memorial Day 
(Observed) - Office

Closed

7:00 pm Parish Board

(204)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

3:30 pm -5  Jr Youth

Group (202)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

Parishioner
published

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

9:00 am -9:50 Bedf Lyceum
(202)

10:00 am Worship Service (S)
11:00 am FP BP Clinic
12:30 pm Membership event
(COM)

5:00 pm -8 Reserved for
Musical (S)

6:00 pm -7:30  Wmns Book
Grp (COM)

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

1:00 pm Small Grp (204)
w/Ginny Crocker

3:00 pm -8 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp

(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

5:00 pm -8 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm -9  Solar panel

team

7:00 pm Peace & Justi-

ce Com

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Finance Com

12:30 pm -1:30  Spanish

Conv Grp

5:00 pm -8 Reserved for

Musical (S)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

7:30 pm -9  P&J event

(COMor202)

9:30 am -11 Short Stories Disc
Grp (202)
Open to all!

3:30 pm Leadership

Team

7:00 pm -9  RE Com

Mtg

7:30 pm -9 Adult Choir

Reh (S)

5:30 pm [FP serves at

Lowell Trans Ctr]

7:00 pm Youth Choirs

Musical (S)
"Alice in Wonderland, Jr."

7:00 pm Youth Choirs

Musical (S)
"Alice in Wonderland, Jr."

8:00 am -9:30 Choir

b'fast (COM+K)

10:00 am Worship

Service (S)
11:45 am ANNUAL MEETING
6:00 pm -6:30 COA Mtg (204)
6:30 pm -8  SGM Grp-Doud
(BR)

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp

(204orL02)

6:30 pm -9:30  Sanc-

tuary Tng (COM)
Training for Sanctuary
volunteers

2:00 pm -4  CWV Disc

Grp (COM)
"Strawberry Tea"

7:00 pm Parish Board

(204)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

7:00 pm -8  Meditation

Class (204)
"Meditation & Mindfulness"
w/Julie Gillette

12:30 pm -3:30  Sanc-

tuary Tng (COM)
Training for Sanctuary
volunteers

7:30 pm Partner Church

Com

10:00 am -11:30 SGM

Grp (203)
Marcia Morgan's group

10:00 am Summer

Sunday gathering

(COM)
coffee & conversation

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

Father's Day

9:00 am -12 Kitchen

cleaning (K)

7:00 pm -9  Small Grp

(204)
Men's Grp w/Patrick Oates

7:00 pm -9  Climate

Justice Mtg

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

7:30 pm Phys Plant

Com (L06)

7:30 pm Lay Pastoral

Care Tm

10:00 am Summer

Sunday gathering

(COM)
coffee & conversation

6:30 pm -8  SGM Grp-

Doud (BR)
7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

Newsletter
deadline

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

1:00 pm -3  Sanctuary

Team (204)

Parishioner
published

10:00 am Summer

Sunday gathering

(COM)
coffee & conversation

7:00 pm -9:30  FP Bridge Grp
(204orL02)

7:30 pm -9  Al-Anon Mtg

(202)

Independence Day -
Office Closed

6:30 pm

First Friday Potluck

(COM)

Bracketed events happen off-site -- All other events happen at the church


