A Resolution Declaring Our Right to a Livable Climate

Whereas, we are a community of faith that values the inherent worth and dignity of all people and
communities, and seek to create and defend a world in which all people may lead full and productive
lives;

Whereas, at least 80% of declared fossil fuel reserves in the ground must remain in the ground if we are to
avoid catastrophic climate change, defined by the international community as warming over 2 degrees
Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit);

Whereas, fossil fuel companies have stated publicly they intend to burn all their known reserves, thereby
directly threatening the livability of Bedford and Massachusetts;

Whereas, fossil fuel companies continue to grow their businesses by building new infrastructure to extract
and transport fossil fuels;

Whereas, fossil fuel companies are a keystone institution within an economic system that has resulted in
rising inequality and which systematically ignores the needs of people of color, workers, and communities
with the fewest resources;

Whereas, we know that a world without the burning of fossil fuels is technologically possible, and that a
transition to this world is being blocked by the fossil fuel companies and the politicians influenced by them;

Whereas, we know that climate disruption caused by the burning of fossil fuels is causing forced migrations,
food shortages, mass extinctions, and the disruption of indigenous peoples around the world:

Therefore, be it resolved, by the First Parish in Bedford, that the congregation:

1. Recognizes that we have an inherent right to a livable climate, and that right trumps laws
legitimizing the continued extraction and consumption of fossil fuels.

2. Recognizes the continuation of extraction and burning of fossil fuels as immoral; therefore the
construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure is unconscionable.

3. Supports those in our community who through organizing or non-violent civil disobedience seek to
reject or dismantle the laws legitimizing this industry.

4. Opposes any tariffs that may be imposed on Massachusetts ratepayers to fund new fossil fuel
infrastructure, including the proposed Kinder Morgan and Spectra pipelines.

5. Stands in solidarity with frontline communities in their efforts to oppose fossil fuel infrastructure.

6. Empowers our ministers and elected officials to act in accordance to this resolution in conducting
public affairs and speaking on behalf of this congregation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, if approved, the clerk of the Parish shall, within 30 days of the vote of the
congregation, forward a copy of this resolution and the vote thereon to Gov. Charlie Baker, President of the
Senate Stanley Rosenberg, State Representative Kenneth Gordon, State Senator Michael Barrett, Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, Sen Edward Markey, Congressman Seth Moulton, Congresswoman Katherine Clark, and
the chair and commissioners of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

For more information on First Parish’s climate justice work, please contact Evan Seitz at
seitz.evan@gmail.com or 413-687-8444.
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