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Sunday, September 28 at 10:00AM 

The Healing Force 
A family group also appearing at the Three 
Apples Storytelling Festival this weekend. 
With booming drums and rattling gourds…
with song and story…with talking drums 
and wasamba…this family weaves tales 
from Africa with traditional music and 
dance. Today’s is a multi-generational 
service and there are no RE classes. 
Childcare will be available, as always� for 
infants and toddlers.  

Sunday, October 5 at 10:00AM 

“ Wherever You Are,  
I t’s Probably Egypt”  

Rev. John Gibbons preaching 

The “Days of Awe”  – the time between 
Rosh Hashanah and the new year of Yom 
Kippur – are an opportunity to consider 
what we keep, what we let go of and what 
we resolve for the future. We’ ll have our 
version of “ taschlich,”  the ritual emptying 
of junk from our pockets. 
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Sunday, October 12 at 10:00AM 

“ Remember ing  
Matthew Shepard”  

Diane Martin and Lisa Rubin 

October 12 marks the 10-year anniver-
sary of the death of Matthew Shepard, 
the brutal hate crime that shocked the 
nation. In its wake we mourned and 
promised to work toward a world of in-
creased equality and peace. But the his-
toric Matthew Shepard Act that ex-
panded the hate crimes law to include 
protection for the GLBT community fell 
to defeat in late 2007 when it was re-
moved as an amendment to the final bill. 
What does that say about us as a people? 
In remembering Matthew Shepard, we 
reflect on our status as a “Welcoming 
Congregation,”  a designation that means 
First Parish in Bedford identifies as a 
friendly, inclusive place for bisexual, 
gay, lesbian, and/or transgender people. 
What are our own stories? Are we truly 
welcoming? October 12 is also Associa-
tion Sunday and we’ ll take a little time 
to raise funds to support projects focused 
on deepening our Shared Ministry. 
Please join us.  


