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Sunday, April 13 at 10:00 AM

“Our Chosen Faith:

Religion in an Autotropic Era”
A Commemoration of Thomas Jefferson’s
Birthday and Welcoming of New Members
John Gibbons & Maud Robinson preaching

In 1822, Jefferson predicted: “I trust that there is
not a young man now living in the United States
who will not die a Unitarian.” His expectations
were exaggerated. Nonetheless, I'll reflect on Jef-
ferson’s religious legacy, as well as a comprehen-
sive report — just issued by the Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life — on the changing reli-
gious affiliations of Americans. If you have ques-
tions about membership or are thinking about
joining First Parish, please speak with Maud or
John prior to this Sunday.

Sunday, April 20 at 10:00 AM

“Patriots Forever?”
A Lay Service coord. by Ron Green

Growing up in Lexington, one is washed in the
waters of patriotism throughout the school sys-
tem. So many historical sites are in town, we
walked to most places. Several members of First
Parish share the heritage and exposure to the no-
tion of patriotism learned in the “Birthplace of
American Liberty.” Join us as we examine our
collective juvenile version of patriotism and com-
pareit to current thinking.

Sunday, April 27 at 10:00 AM

“Some Assembly Required”
A Lay Service by Doug Muder

“Don’'t come to a Unitarian Universalist
church to be given areligion,” UU min-
ister George Marshall wrote. “Come to
develop your own religion.” Statements
like that can puzzle newcomers, and
they often respond with questions that
we have a hard time answering to their
satisfaction: What good is a church that
doesn’t give you a religion? Can UUs
believe anything they want? Where are
the limits?

Newcomer questions are hardest when
they are embedded in an unexamined
background — unspoken assumptions
and unconscious metaphors — that
serves UUism badly. To answer these
questions well, we need to make the
background metaphors explicit and
challenge them: What if church is more
like an art class or a shop class than like
a class teaching answers for a fina
exam? What if we picture a religious
community as a caravan rather than a
fortress?

Doug is a member of First Parish, an
online columnist for UU World maga-
zine, and is working on a book present-
ing UUism to newcomers.
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