
Rev. John E. Gibbons , senior minister 
Rev. Megan Lynes , parish minister 
Rev. Jack Mendelsohn , minister emeritus 
Rev. William F. Schulz , affiliate community minister 
Lisa Rubin , director of religious education 
Dawn LaFrance-Linden , religious education assistant 
Deb Bodeau , parish board president 
Mike Boczenowski , editor (editor@uubedford.org) 

Sandy Boczenowski , volunteer coordinator 
Brad Conner , music/choir director 
Janet Welby , youth choir director 

Carol Hamilton , organist/kidsing director 
Joan Petros , parish administrator 

Libby Hanna , bookkeeper 
Joe Perriello & Albert Dodge , sextons 
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Sunday, March 7 at 9:00 AM  
“Fatal Fallacies” 

Rev. Evan Keely, guest preacher 
There are misconceptions about every religion. 
These misunderstandings are not only found 
among those outside a religious community: ad-
herents to any given faith don’t always clearly 
comprehend what they’ve committed to. We are 
no exception. There are a number of commonly 
held fallacies about Unitarian Universalism 
among us that do not serve us well. Rev. Keely is 
senior minister of the UU Church in Reston, VA. 
 

     on March 7 at 11:00 AM  
Youth Group Service Trip Report 

What does it mean to truly take to heart our First 
Unitarian Universalist Principle, “To affirm and 
promote the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person”? During our February school break 20 
youth from First Parish in Bedford participated 
in a mission trip to New York City working 
with/for people who are homeless. Please join us 
for this special service when we share some of 
our experiences with you, and what understand-
ings we have gained.  

Sunday, March 14 at 9:00 & 11:00AM  
Rev. Megan Lynes preaching 

The Bedford Lyceum 
A Forum on the Arts, Science, 

Spirituality and Justice 
coordinated by Meredith McCulloch, 
Joan Bowen, Nicole Desproges, Dave 
Packer, Doris Smith & Ginni Spencer 
Sunday mornings 10:30 – 11:30  

in Room 202 at First Parish 

March 7: From Mumbai to Vara-
nasi. Melinda Ballou, Patrick Oates 
and Liam Oates (8) will discuss 
their three-week trip to India to visit 
Marianna Ballou (BHS '07 and 
Smith '11) who is spending her jun-
ior year in Varanasi. See slides of 
temples, ancient Buddhist and 
Hindu statues, forts, elephant and 
camel rides and hear about making a 
family journey to India. 

March 14: Doug Muder on Sifting 
the News. Doug describes his blog 
as “the political blog for people who 
don’t have time for political blogs.” 
His 3000+/- words are always worth 
reading. Come hear how he does it. 

March 21: Robert Frost’s Death of a 
Hired Man, a dramatic reading  
directed by Ron Green. 
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Strategic Planning 
The Parish Board is responsible for establishing 
and overseeing the achievement of a long-term 
strategic plan. The strategic planning team has 
developed a document which presents a frame-
work for First Parish’s strategic plan for 2010-

2015; it will evolve into the First Parish Strategic Plan. This document is avail-
able in the church office as well as in the Parish Documents section of the 
members-only area of the First Parish web site. We hope that you will discuss 
it – in coffee hour, on the discussion list, on our web site, etc. – and give us 
your comments. This article gives some highlights, to start the discussion and 
encourage you to read and discuss the strategic planning framework. 

The framework presents a mission statement and vision. (These statements are 
perforce terse; the framework provides some amplification.) The mission of the 
First Parish in Bedford is to promote lives of joy and meaning. Our vision is 
that the First Parish in Bedford is the spiritual home for a community that  

· Nourishes and empowers its members with lifelong spiritual and justice 
practices, exploration, and growth;  

· Is diverse, inclusive, accessible, and interconnected; and 
· Is a transformative presence in the world, through acts of service, activ-

ism, and creativity. 

The strategic planning effort is based on assumptions about our attitudes to-
wards creativity, engagement, and inclusiveness, some of which are discussed 
in the framework: We are a diverse community, and one size will never fit all. 
We value passionate engagement and affirm agile response to opportunities 
and individual initiative. We take an organic approach toward growth, seeking 
to accommodate it without setting specific goals. We value experimentation 
and exploration, without demanding that each experiment “succeed.” We value 
inclusiveness and recognize accessibility as a precondition for being inclusive. 

The framework identifies three general outcomes, amplified by a few more 
specific outcomes, which First Parish seeks to achieve: 

· Spirited Community:  First Parish in Bedford is a stronger and more 
diverse faith community. 
- Members of the FPB community experience a breadth and depth of 

individual and shared sources of meaning, inspiration, and joy. 
- Strong connections exist between members of the FPB community, 

both within and across groups that share a common affinity.  

· Transformative Presence: First Parish in Bedford has a positive impact 
on the world through service, activism, and thought leadership. 
- Members of the FPB community feel a sense of joint ownership for 

public responsibility efforts ranging from education to service to 
activism, and will take advantage of opportunities to participate in 
public responsibility activities.  

- The larger community recognizes First Parish as a model of public 
responsibility accomplishment and thought leadership. 

· Sound Foundations: First Parish in Bedford develops and maintains the 
organizational, informational, physical, and financial foundations needed 
to achieve our vision. 

Deb Bodeau , 
for the Strategic Planning Team 

(debbodeau@yahoo.com)  

The Annual Talents & 
Treasures Auction is This 
Saturday, March 6 
Join us on this Saturday, 
March 6 for the biggest 
social event of the 
season! Tickets 
are $7 and can 
be purchased at 
the door.  Regis-
tration and silent 
auction begin at 6:30 pm, live auc-
tion begins at 8:00 pm. 

Come and enjoy fine food & libation, 
good company and a chance to bid 
on fantastic items donated by your 
fellow parishioners! Take a look at 
our online catalog to see what we 
have to offer  this year at 
www.uubedford.org. Can’t attend, 
but dying for that dinner or sailboat 
ride? Fill out an absentee bidding 
form, and we’ll do our best to win 
you what you desire! 

For questions, childcare information 
or absentee bidding forms, please 
contact a member of the Auction 
Team: auction@uubedford.org 

We’ll see you at the auction! 
Catherine Van Praagh 

Volunteers 
Needed for 
the Auction! 

Whether you can share an hour of 
your time or the whole afternoon, we 
need help before, during and after the 
Auction this Saturday, March 6. Help 
with the silent auction, pitch in with 
the kitchen or assist with registration. 
A little bit of your time will make the 
auction run like clockwork! Please 
email the Auction Team at  
auction@uubedford.org or call  
Catherine Van Praagh at 978-455-
0070 to arrange when you can help 
out. 

Thank you for all that you do! 
The Auction Team 
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ANOTHER ONE IS COMING! 
On Sunday evening, March 14 at 
7:00, the First Parish Music Com-
mittee will be presenting its sec-
ond of four concerts to celebrate 

the bicentenary of Frederic Chopin. The second concert is 
called “Two Trios”. The first half will feature Carol Epple 
on flute, Liz Connors on clarinet and me on piano, per-
forming some of Chopin’s most famous melodies as piano 
pieces and transcriptions of piano pieces. The second half 
will feature three wonderful musicians that our First Parish 
community knows and loves; our own wonderful cellist, 
Nancy Hair will musically intertwine with two returning 
stars, Eden MacAdam-Somer, violinist for our Roma Mu-
sic Sunday (May 2007), and Eric Mazonson, pianist for the 
“Trout” Quintet (Schubert Marathon, Spring 2008). 
Nancy, Eden and Eric will perform Chopin’s unjustly ne-
glected, and rarely heard, piano trio which is full of fiery 
excitement and virtuosic thrills. 

I need to ask your help again. The first concert in the series 
was extremely well attended and was very successful on 
almost every front. One of the most exciting aspects was 
raising funds to contribute to the UUSC/UUA Haiti Earth-
quake Relief Fund. If for that cause alone, let’s hope that 
we can find the momentum to make the second concert in 
the series as gratifying.  

For this second concert, the key word is MOMENTUM! 
Keep it going! Talk to fellow parishioners and friends and 
townspeople! Encourage them to come and hear wonderful 
music and support, not only our wonderful community, 
but, perhaps, even more so, the cause of supporting the 
victims of the Haiti Earthquake. As I said before, these 
concerts are about First Parish as a community. Let’s con-
tinue to make a statement! Remember – MOMENTUM! 

Music for our Sunday morning services for the next two 
weeks is going to be of a wide variety. On March 7 at the 
11AM service, our Junior & Senior Youth Choirs will be 
making another energetic and musically uplifting appear-
ance, directed by Janet Welby; Carol Hamilton will be 
playing for both the 9AM & 11AM services. On March 14, 
Steve Sussman will be playing both services. At the 11AM  
service, the Adult Choir will be presenting a foray into 
“World” music. For some folks, they might recognize it as 
a memorable piece of music which our adult choir per-
formed on October 2, 2008. It’s an award winning choral 
work entitled “Ngana” and is based on music by the Abo-
rigines of Australia. If you think it’s going to stretch your 
ears, it will … and I hope you find it as exciting as I do. 

Our friendly and upbeat Adult Choir always welcomes 
additional singers, so come give us a try. Stop by any 
Thursday night from 7:30-9:00. 

Brad Conner, Music Director 

Coming of Age Book Drive 
Recently the Coming of Age group from First Parish vis-
ited the Morey School in Lowell to see the school we are 
hosting a book drive for their summer reading program. 
After acquiring some background knowledge on the 
school and its circumstances, I was greatly surprised 
when I saw the school. From the building itself to the 
kids who learn in it, one could never guess that the 
school consists of students from low-income families 
who don’t have a book to call their own. Glad to see that 
there is such a wonderful learning environment, I discov-
ered more after talking to two girls who are in the 4th 
grade. It seemed to me that, even though the kids might 
go home to bookless shelves and homes different than 
my own, they still love to read. That is why we must give 
these kids the enjoyment of a book to indulge themselves 
in – they are great kids no different from us. 

Moreover, everyone knows that summer vacation drains 
the brain of what it learned during the school year, so 
let’s give the children of the Morey School a chance to 
keep up with the reading skills they learn in class. We 
have them covered with reading bags that include a pen-
cil and a summer reading log, but we need your help to 
give each of them two books.  

Any donations that go from new to fair, used condition 
chapter or picture books are perfect.  

Though the children may be fluent in other 
wonderful languages, the books should be 
in English.  

If you would like to donate to our fund for 
new books, you may write a check to the 
CoA Book Drive for First Parish in Bedford.  

All your help will not only be greatly appreciated by us, 
but will also be touching the children of the Morey 
School. Thank you for your support. 

Anne Greene  
of the Coming of Age Program 

Potluck and Game Night 
Winter is almost over and spring is in the 
air, but we can chase away the last of the 
winter chill with fun and fellowship in the 
Common Room. Mark your calendar for our 

second Saturday evening reserved for intergenerational 
fun and fellowship. We will gather on March 13 at 
5:30PM. Bring your favorite games, yourself, your family 
and your friends, and a potluck dish to share. We’ll be 
collecting $1 per person to cover the cost of soft drinks, 
bread and paper goods. All are welcome, contact Sandy 
Boczenowski (978-667-1844 or sandyboz@gmail.com) 
to sign up and to volunteer for setup or cleanup. 



Committee on Ministry Seeks Your Input 
The Committee on Ministry’s goals are to support the 
overall ministry of the First Parish community and the 
specific work of its ministers. The committee reflects, 
shares and discusses pertinent issues related to ministe-
rial work in both the church community and in the local 
community. The committee offers support and guidance 
to the ministers when needed and acts as a conduit for 
information sharing between the congregation and the 
ministers.  

The most important issue the committee is now review-
ing is the decision of whether to consider “calling” Rev. 
Megan Lynes to settle as a second called minister at 
First Parish. Megan joined us last fall 2009 after a thor-
ough process undertaken by a search committee, a rec-
ommendation of the Board, and a vote of the Parish to 
call a second minister. However, she is at present techni-
cally “hired” by the Board and supervised by John, but 
not “called” by the congregation. First Parish has had 
associate and assistant ministers before, but none have 
been called, as John is as Senior Minister. The act of 
“calling” implies not just confidence in the candidate, 
but a desire on both the part of the congregation and the 
minister to make a commitment of covenantal relation-
ship to each other. Would we want to officially call 
Megan as our second minister? The C.O.M is learning 
more about this process and will convey more informa-
tion soon. For now, we are simply seeking your feed-
back about Megan’s ministry here. When we feel we 
have a sense of your wishes, we will make a recommen-
dation to the Parish Board who may then bring a motion 
to the annual meeting for a vote by the congregation.  

Parishioners are invited to contact committee members 
Dot Ellis, Judy Curcio and John Laferriere with any 
questions, concerns or recommendations you may have.  

������� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � �� 	 
 � � � �  � � 
 	 �

Equal Exchange 
What difference can a simple cup of coffee make? 
Jose Luis Castillo Vasquez, a member of a coopera-
tive in El Salvador put it simply: “I want to thank 
all of the congregations that purchase our coffee,” he said. 
It is thanks to you that we have a seed of hope in our lives.” 
Through our participation in the UUSC Coffee Project, we 
at First Parish join hands with small farmers and worker-
led cooperatives around the world. By using and buying 
fairly traded coffee, tea, cocoa, and chocolate, we put our 
UU values of justice, equity, and compassion into practice, 
and show our respect for the interdependent web of all ex-
istence of which we are a part.  
Thanks to all of you who have made the Coffee Project a 
success and continue to support it. This year we have tried 
to keep the Equal Exchange sale scheduled for every other 
Sunday and will continue to do so as we can. We hope to 
catch you coming or going during the coffee hour between 
the early and late services. Please watch for us on the fol-
lowing dates: March 7, 21; April 4, 18; May 2, 16, and 
30; and June 6. 

Jamie Young, Peace & Justice Committee 

Mystery Friends 
To all registered adult participants and to all parents 
of child participants: please remember that your first 
letter to your Mystery Friend should be dropped in 
the Mystery Friends box near the Elm Street en-
trance by the end of the 11:00 service coffee hour on 
March 14. The topics of the first letter are (for 
adults' letters to children) “Describe your childhood 
home life and interests”; and (for children’s letters 
and/or pictures to adults) “Who is in your family 
and what do you like to do together? Describe the 
house you live in”. 
For questions about the Mystery Friends program, 
contact Carla Bradford (carlajbradford@yahoo.com 
o r  7 8 1 - 2 7 5 - 6 3 9 5 )  o r  A my  L lo y d 
(amy_lloyd@hotmail.com or 617- 623-3979). 

Serving at LTLC-March 12 
Hello again. One of our more regular 
volunteer opportunities is on Friday, 
March 12 from 5:30-6:45 at the Lowell 
Transitional Living Center. If you are willing and able, 
please confirm by email or phone. Thank you so much! 

Sandy Ferreira  
saferr2@yahoo.com (978) 453-0049 

General Assembly 
The UUA General Assembly, the annual meeting for all 
UU congregations, will be held this year in Minneapo-
lis, MN on June 23-27. GA plenary sessions, usually 
held in the morning, conduct the business (policy, or-
ganization, budgeting) of the UUA and member congre-
gations, but there are also many workshops, events, 
worship services and even tours of the area around Min-
neapolis-St. Paul to choose from. 

Registration opens March 1 and early registration rates 
close April 30. Bedford is entitled to eight delegates: 
these delegates must be voting members of First Parish 
Bedford. If you are interested in being a delegate please 
contact Pat Leiby, our Denominational Affairs Chair, at 
781-275-8172 or pnleiby@gmail.com.  
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Chopin by Candlelight: 

Part II: “Two Trios” – Sunday, March 14 at 7PM 
Part III: “Nocturne” – Sunday, March 28 at 4PM 
Part IV: “Hats Off!” – Saturday, April 24 at 7PM 

The first event in this 4-part benefit concert series, 
“Chopin for Lovers”, drew an audience of over 100 
on Valentine’s Day. For part II, the First Parish Mu-
sic Committee is pleased to present not one, but two 
groups of master musicians performing more won-
derful music of Chopin to honor his 200th birthday. 
The first act features parishioners Carol Epple 
(flute), and Elizabeth Connors (Clarinet), as well as 
Music/Choir Director Bradford Conner (piano). The 
second act features returning guest artists Eden Mac-
Adam-Somer (violin) and Eric Mazonson (piano), 
along with parishioner Nancy Hair (cello). 

Part 3 of the series will feature mystery author and 
scholar Harrison Gradwell Slater giving readings 
from his novel “Nocturne” and performances of 
Chopin piano works involved in the plot. Part 4 
(“Hats Off!”) brings two young piano virtuosi, Yoko 
Hagino (a returning artist) and Igor Lovchinsky, to 
our chancel stage. 

Proceeds from the Chopin by Candlelight concerts 
will benefit the work of First Parish. Suggested 
ticket donations: Individual concert: Adults, $15 
Students/Seniors, $10; Two concerts: Adults, $25 
Students/Seniors, $17; Three concerts: Adults, $35 
Students/Seniors, $24; the full series: Adults, $45 
Students/Seniors, $30; Accompanied children 12 
and under are welcome free of charge. Please note: 
A special collection to benefit the Unitarian Univer-
salist Service Committee/Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation’s joint Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund will 
be taken at each concert. 

An Evening Of Jazz – Saturday, May 22 at 7:00 PM 
Saxophonist extraordinaire Doug Lowe will be 
joined by Jane Miller (guitar), parishioner Dean 
Groves (bass), and Kathy Long (drums), as well as 
special guest Alice Groves. 

Beauty and the Beast – June 4-5, Produced and di-
rected by Youth Choir Director Janet Welby and 
Featuring many parishioners of many ages and sizes! 

Advance tickets and information for all events will 
be available at the Music Committee table during 
coffee hour after Sunday services, and from the 
church office. 

Dean Groves, Music Committee Chair 

Come one, Come all! 
Third Tuesday Dinner is a catered meal 
held on the third Tuesday of each month. 
It is an event of fellowship, to forge con-
nections within and across generations. 
The meal will be vegetarian. 

This month’s Third Tuesday Dinner will be at 6PM on Tues-
day, March 16. Cost is $8/adult, $4/child under 12. Set up and 
clean up are a communal effort; every adult is responsible for 
one or the other, and kids help out where they can. Commu-
nity members provide wine for $1 per “fill up.” 
Please RSVP to Joan in the office (office@uubedford.org) by 
9AM on Monday, March 15 to give her your headcount and let 
her know whether the adult members of your party will be on 
set up or clean up crew. If you do not RSVP by this time, you 
are welcome to bring your own meal to eat with us and enjoy 
the intergenerational fellowship. Hope to see you there! 

Christine Jesensky Bennett (xine@limey.net ) 

Annual Dinner - A Night to Remember  
Saturday March 27 
Are you ready to celebrate? You won’t want 
to miss the Annual Dinner on March 27! We 
can’t tell you all the secrets of why it will be 
so special, but for now, just remember that this is John Gib-
bons’ twentieth year as minister here; Carol Hamilton also 
came twenty years ago bringing her music and talent. Imagine 
if they hadn’t been with us all along? Imagine if we forgot to 
thank them for their leadership, affection, and dedication?  

So we are planning a party. Joan Bowen is organizing it seam-
lessly. The evening will include lots of delicious nibbly food 
along with a variety of “UUnique” beverages. Our world-class 
creative team is preparing entertainment of top notch quality. 
(Perhaps I am new enough here myself that the intensity and 
variety of the creativity continuously astounds me, but believe 
me, each act will be quite a challenge to follow.) In honor of it 
all, a cake is being designed by one of our master bakers. 

This year the evening will start early and conclude around 
8:30. Childcare will be provided during the entertainment but 
the other segments of the evening are being planned to include 
children. The objective is to gather our church family together, 
young and old, those who’ve been here forever, and those who 
have just arrived. 

News to me: John used to have a ponytail! But you’ll have to 
come and see evidence of that for yourself. 

Invitations with more details will be mailed next week. In the 
meantime, mark your calendar to be at the First Parish Satur-
day evening, March 27. I am so joyful to be among you all. It 
will be great to celebrate with you! 

Megan 



Ferry Beach Retreat 
First Parish’s annual weekend at Ferry Beach is May 7-
9 (Mother’s Day). Our time at the UU summer camp 
and conference center on the beach at Saco, Maine has 
become a beloved tradition. Don’t miss it! Sign up 
sheets and registration forms will be available at the end 
of March. 

The next Ferry Beach planning and coordinating meet-
ing will be Thursday, March 11 at 7PM at church. A 
small group has begun the process but more would be 
welcome.  

Pat Leiby 

Taking the Pulse of First Parish 
- An Update 
Thanks to those of you who have offered 
us suggestions and thoughts about how the 
process should work. We've been meeting 
with people in the church - the Parish Board, RE folks -to 
be sure that we're getting the information that will be 
most helpful; we're almost ready to put a final survey 
together. You should be hearing more about this in the 
next couple of weeks. 

We'll be looking for as many people as come to FP to be 
surveyed – either electronically or through filling out a 
paper form. We'll gather all the raw data, pull together an 
analysis, and make that available to the Parish Board and 
at least in summary form to everyone who is interested. 
Keep watch in the Parishioner for more about our Tak-
ing the Pulse efforts. 

Lee Vorderer, Merc Kane, and Brown Pulliam 
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Come Join our Theater Troupe 
I am organizing committees to help with our Spring pro-
duction of “Beauty and the Beast.” Please consider join-
ing us to make this the best musical possible, and believe 
me, with the talent in this church, it IS possible.  

We need help in the following areas, with one person in 
charge of each area: costumes; props; sets; advertising; 
stage crew (under stage manager of Carol Hamilton); 
fund-raising (I have some ideas for this); programs and 
tickets; and drama-coaching  

The more who sign up, the less work and the more fun it 
will be. Please contact me at janet.welby@verizon.net 
and...Please Be Our Guest! 

Janet Welby, FP Youth Choir Director 

Flower Show Tickets  
To Benefit First Parish 
Spring can seem a long way 
off, especially with the recent 
weather and March winds 
about to blow up a storm or 
two. A reliable harbinger of Spring will take place at 
Boston’s World Trade Center, along the waterfront in 
the city’s new Seaport District later this month.  

Blooms! 2010, the new Boston flower show, runs from 
March 24 to 28. Your Plant Fair team has advance-sale 
Flower Show tickets so that $5 of your $20 regular ad-
mission benefits First Parish.  

T i c ke t s  c a n  b e  r es er v ed  b y  e - ma i l 
(plantfair@uubedford.org) or purchased during Sunday 
coffee hours until March 20. And you’re invited to join 
the fun on a First Parish visit to the show on Saturday, 
March 27.  

Spring’s coming!  
Julie Turner 

March Caring Network 
If you or a parishioner you know needs urgent tem-
porary help with meals, errands, or rides to doctors' 
appointments, please let us know. We have volun-
teers who will cook and deliver meals, and take you 
to an appointment.  During the month of March call 
Julia Bosomworth at 781-275-7029. 
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Gene Clerkin has lived in Bedford for 13 years. He has 
two teenage girls in the Bedford school system. 

Gene is Senior Vice President for Bank of America and 
runs the a Real Estate Development Team that focuses on 
neighborhood planning in low income communities in 
New England and Washington, DC. 

Gene is a weekend athlete; biking, running, playing ten-
nis, swimming, and just about anything else to get out-
doors and stay active. Gene purchased and is currently 
rehabilitating the former Mimi Adler house on 46 Elm 
Street, just a block away from First Parish. Gene is run-
ning for the open Housing Authority Board position and 
Town election is March 13.  

When you see Gene during coffee hour, be sure to say 
hello and welcome him to First Parish! 

 Joan Turnberg 
for the Membership Committee 
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First Parish on  
 

Each week, our taped Sunday service is shown on Comcast 
Channel 10 and Verizon Channel 40 at 6:30PM on Wednes-
day, and at noon on the following Sunday.  

Parishioners should also be aware that Bedford TV offers a 
new Comprehensive Community Events Calendar that we 
can use to publicize church events community wide or for 
checking dates in advance to avoid scheduling a church 
event that would conflict with an important event elsewhere 
in town. Go to <http://www.Bedford.TV/calendar> .  

News from the Parish Nose 
By the time you read this, Ellery Schempp will have a new 
knee…Nancy Forrest is back home with a new hip….Bob 
Curtis had a rough January but is feeling better now…Peter 
Johnson has had eye surgery….Happily, Meredith 
McCulloch’s heart is well-paced due to the recent installa-
tion of a pacemaker….Patricia Foster’s son Anthony is de-
void of adenoids…Ask Chris Rabinowitz about the last exam 
she passed….Paul and Martha Lawrence are celebrating 
their 62nd anniversary!….John Gibbons has been in touch 
with Barbara Laughland’s daughter Karen Hillis, now hospi-
talized in Oklahoma. She sends all First Parish her 
cheers….Deborah Holmes is planning to be married!....Jane 
Laferriere says “so far, so good” with hormone ther-
apy….Brown Pulliam has delivered medicine and assistance 
to family in Haiti…Later this month, John Gibbons will par-
ticipate in the installation of Diane Teichert in Adelphi, MD; 
John and Sharon McDonald will also participate in Emily 
Melcher’s ordination in Madison, WI. —tpn   

Our thoughts are with Music Director Brad 
Conner whose mother died recently in West 
Virginia. 

Assigned for 3/7 : 

9AM:   
Ushers & Coffee  
provided by Ruth Ann 
Valentine, Janice 
Young and the  
Bedford Girl Scouts 

11AM Ushers :   
Laurie Groves 
Dean Groves 
Diane Brown King 
Tina Nappi 

11AM Coffee :   
Dianne Marston 
Mary Hyatt 
Robin Grace 

Coffee/Usher Subs :   
Michael Nosal 
Susan Nettleton 
Randi Currier 

Assigned for 3/14 : 
9AM Ushers :   
Joe Pompei 
Sharon Dickinson 
Andrea Cleghorn 

9AM Coffee :   
Rebekah Jones 
Bea Brunkhorst 
Craig Coldwell 

11AM Ushers :   
Kevin Baer 
Tony Bondi 
Bill Knox 
Tom Einstein 

11AM Coffee :   
George Epple 
Julia Bosomworth 
Luana Read 

Coffee/Usher Subs :   
Connie Woskov 
Paul Woskov 
Peter King 
Rose Ryder 

The Refugee Experience 
If you've been contemplating working with the Iraqi 
refugee families in Lowell, or if you already are doing 
so, you might be interested in attending this free one-
day workshop. I'll be attending.   —Charlie Frean 

“THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE: A Practical 
Training for Working with Newcomers”  
Friday, March 19, 8:30 am - 3:15 pm 
Middlesex Community College (1st floor Cafeteria) 
33 Kearney Square, Lowell, Massachusetts 
Addressing issues common in the process of becoming 
a refugee, entering and living in a new community, 
accessing benefits. Focus on understanding the emo-
tional needs of newcomers and developing effective 
strategies to deal with the impact of dislocation and 
trauma. There will be no charge for this workshop. 
Free parking available at the Lower Locks parking 
garage, 90 Warren St.. Bring your ticket for validation. 
Lunch on your own or bring a brown bag lunch.  
To register go to: http://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/
register. Please register by March 17. 

Here are the assignments for the next two weeks.  
Sharing in the tasks of ushering and/or providing  
coffee and tea is very much appreciated; thank-you! 
Please notify the church office (office@uubedford.org) 
if someone is stepping in to take your place. 
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BHS to Stage “The Music Man” 
The Bedford High Music Dept. will stage its spring musi-
cal, “The Music Man,” at 7PM on March 10, 12 & 13; and at 
4PM on March 11, in the BHS Auditorium.  
Evening-performance tickets to “The Music Man” are $10 
in advance or $12 at the door. Matinee tickets are $8 in ad-
vance or $10 at the door. Advance tickets are on sale at 
Fetch It!, 48 Great Road (781-275-0584); Great Road Gal-
lery & Framing, 363 Great Road (781-275-8886); and the 
Bedford Council on Aging, 12 Mudge Way (781-275-
6825). 
For more information contact Diane Pritchett at 
diane_pritchett@bedford.k12.ma.us or 781-275-1700 ext. 
4200.  


